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Carpini, John Pian de, 149, 150-1
Chaghadai, 147
Chrang Ch’un, 145, 146
China:
Great Wall, 76
‘Ministry of Posts’, 109
Muslims using postal system, 98
perishables transported by post, 81
see also: ‘Y7
Chinggis Khan, 141-2, 144-6, 148
Chronicon Paschale, 35, 38
Clavijo, Ruy Gonzalez de, 162-3
coinage, of postal chiefs, 73
Confucius, 138
conquests:
early Islamic, 3-4, 49-51, 145, 148, 189-90
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31, 40, 59

‘eyes and ears’, 21-3, 85, 86, 140, 177

Ezra, 13-15

Fadl and Mar‘ush, 133, 160, 191

Fadl ibn Ahmad al-Isfara’int, 128

Farabi, 138, 139, 140

Farazdaq, 44, 66

Fatimids, 115, 121-5, 168, 178, 188

Fatimids, and merchant postal networks,
123-5

Fatimids, use of pigeon-couriers, 122-3,
178, 189
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Ibn al-Ash‘ath, 50, 68
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Ibn Hisham, 44
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Tl-khanids, 144, 153-7, 183
1lcht, 145, 147, 151, 158, 162
Imrw al-Qays, 47, 70
intelligence chiefs, see under: Sahib al-akhbar
Iran (pre-Islamic):
distances between way-stations, 16, 98
official envoys, 17-18
messengers, 17-20
postal administration, 268
postal mounts, 24-5
postal system, 7-28
postmaster, 28
spies, 20-3
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Ttakh, 90, 105
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Jahangir (Mughal Sultan, r. 1605-27), 81

Jahiz, 48, 77-8, 87, 187
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Jawdhar, 121

Jawhar al-Rumi, 122
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35,39, 41

Juwayni, 145, 157
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Kashghari, Mahmud, 121
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khan, 16
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khassakiyya, 169, 174, 182

Khusro6 I (Sasanid ruler, r. 531-79), 22, 28,
41, 49

Khusro IT (Sasanid ruler, r. 590-628), 24,
28,45
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Khwarazmi, Abu ‘Abdallah, 126-7
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Kutadgu Bilig, 120

kutub al-tujjar, 118-20, 124, 193
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mounts, 63, 68-9, 78, 85, 88, 187

Leo (Byzantine Emperor, r. 457-74), 33, 37

Letter of Tansar, 22

Levanoni, A., 182

Logothete of the Drome, 36, 40, 109

Lutfi Pasha, 109-10, 164

Magister Officiorum (or: ‘Master of Offices’),
36, 40, 42, 74

magistrianoi (Latin for ‘the Master’s men’),
37, 67

Mabhdi, al- (Abbasid caliph, r. 775-85), 53, 61,
62,73, 192
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mail-bags, 7, 26, 63, 66, 68, 70, 73, 74, 83, 94,
97,103, 104, 106, 135

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521858682
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85868-7 - Postal Systems in the Pre-Modern Islamic World

Adam J. Silverstein
Index
More information

212 Index

Malik ibn Nuwayra, 48
Ma’mun, 65-6, 81, 83, 88, 122, 187, 191
Mamluk Barid, 94, 162, 164, 165-85
caliphal pedigree, 170
creation, 167-70
functions, 175-6
funding, 173-6, 181-2, 184
infrastructure, 173, 174, 175, 181-2
mounted couriers, 169, 188
military character, 170-3, 180
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origins, 165-6, 175, 185
pigeons used in, 176, 177, 189
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31, 32, 35,98
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Magqriz, 123, 167, 172, 173, 174, 175, 180, 184
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mihna, 834
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141-2, 144
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taxation, 155-6
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Mutammim ibn Nuwayra, 48
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Mu‘tazz, al-, 108, 114
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32, 35,98
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Muzarrid ibn Dirar, 48
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Narshakhi, 126

Nasir, al-, 115
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Nasir Muhammad, al-, 172, 179-80, 181, 184
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neighbouring countries, postal systems
of, 97-9

Nerva (Roman Emperor, r. 96-8), 39

newspapers, 1-2
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136-7, 191

notarii, 36, 37, 72

Naur al-Din, 168

Odoric, 161

Ogodei, 146-8, 151, 155
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Oljeiti, 66, 1601, 192

optical signalling, 25-6, 61, 106, 176-7
ortaq, 155

Ottomans, 2, 109-10, 162, 164, 166, 167, 183

pa’iza (Persianised Mongol term for ‘courier’s
tablet of authority’), 142, 143, 151, 152,
159, 165, 173

paper, 91, 188

papyri, 50-1, 58-9, 68, 70, 71-4, 76, 84,91, 123

parasang (Arabic: farsakh), 16, 93-4

Parthian Stations: see under ‘Isidore of
Charax’

parwanag (Middle Persian term for ‘courier
guide’; see also ‘parwwwanga’ and
‘furaniq’), 20, 36, 70, 86

pax mongolica, 149, 151

payg (Middle Persian term for ‘courier’; see
also ‘fayj’, ‘paykan’), 19, 160
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18, 20, 27
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137-40

Phocas (Byzantine Emperor, r. 602-10), 35

pigeons, homing, 113-14, 116, 132, 168,
177, 188

pilgrims, 36, 58

pirradazis (Elamite term for ‘express
courier’), 18

plague, 182

Pliny, 69

Praetorian Prefect, 36, 40

prisoners, transported by the Barid, 98

private postal systems, 2, 93, 106, 114, 116, 124
(see also: “‘Merchants’)

Procopius, 33, 34, 35, 38, 39, 41, 117, 191

Ptolemaic Egypt, 103

punishment, for postal delays, 134

Qa’im, al-, 121

qadis, 72, 106, 158
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Qalqgashandi, 133, 166, 173, 175, 180, 181, 182,
183, 184

Qaramita, 111, 113, 114, 132

Qubilai Khan, 153, 159
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Quran, 48, 138, 140

Qurra ibn Sharik, 67, 71-2

Rafi¢ibn Harthama, 112
Ragheb, Y., 113
rahdar, 86
Rashi, 10, 11
Rashid al-Din, 148, 151, 155, 157-8, 159, 161
rassim (Hebrew term for ‘couriers’), 11, 18,
38, 124
razban (Persian term for ‘bearer of secrets’), 38
rebellions, reported by the Barid, 79-80
rebels (see also: ‘Bandits’):
transported via postal system, 57, 81
disrupt postal system, 61, 65, 801, 87, 92-3,
107, 177-8, 186
traced by the Barid, 75
use pigeon-couriers, 114
ribat, 47, 48, 131
Richards, D.S., 183
risala mughalghala, 44-5, 47, 55, 84
‘Royal Road’, 12-13
r.s.l. (Arabic root), 7, 138
Rubruck, William of, 145, 149, 150
runners, 24, 68, 78, 88, 133-4, 160, 163, 169,
183, 188, 192
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Sa‘adiya Gaon, 18
safir, 122
Sahib al-akhbar (or al-khabar), 114-15, 127,
128, 130, 136, 138
Sahib al-Barid (pl. ashab al-barid):
Umayyad, 70, 75, 84
Abbasid, 62, 65, 67, 79-80, 118, 125,
126, 172
according to Siyasat al-Muluk, 97, 101,
103-8
according to Qudama, 102
compared with the Mushrif, 116
Samanid, 125, 127, 128
Ghaznavid, 125, 128, 129, 130
according to Nizam al-Mulk, 137
used metaphorically, 139
Sahib Diwan al-Barid, 90, 99, 102, 103, 123
Sahib Diwan al-Kharaj, 1001
Sahib al-haras, 65
Sahib khabar al-askar, 82, 114
Sahib al-Ma‘una, 101
Sahib al-Shurta, 73
Saqd ibn al-‘As, 44, 47
safety along roads, 13-15
Samanids, 125-8
Samaritans, 26, 107, 178
Sauvaget, J., 165, 166, 167, 178
Sebiiktigin, 128-9
Secret History of the Mongols, 146, 147, 151
Seljuks, 115, 131, 136-7
Seljuks, lack of a postal system, 136-7, 169
Seven Sleepers, 90
Shahid, I., 49
ShahNama, 17-18, 23, 24, 25, 28
Shah Rukh, 163
Shapur II (Sasanid ruler, r. 309-79), 25
Sharaf al-Dawla (Uqaylid amir), 115
Sharaf al-Dawla (Buyid ruler), 134
shu‘ubiyya, 4, 29
signet ring, for the postal system, 28, 74
Sikandar Lodi, 187
sikka, 47, 64, 93-8
Silk Road, 149
Siyasat al-Muliik, 87, 97, 99-102, 1034, 107,
112, 118, 133, 134, 187, 191
slave-soldiers, 89, 99, 113, 169, 172, 184
Solomon, 61
sources, 4-6, 49, 57-8, 71, 91, 144, 145, 154,
155, 166-7, 189
speed of:
Achaemenid postal system, 13, 191
Barid, 66, 81-2, 97, 107, 191, 192
Buyid couriers, 133, 134, 135, 191, 192
Cursus Publicus, 31, 191
Ghaznavid couriers, 130
homing pigeons, 168
Mamluk Barid, 176
merchant postal networks, 119, 193
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Mongol runners, 160, 192 veredarius (Latin term for ‘postal courier’), 32,
Umayyad couriers, 57-8 36, 38, 46
stathmoi (Greek term for ‘postal stations’), 32 veredus (Latin term for ‘post-horse’), 29,
stations, of postal system, see under: 31,48
‘stathmor’; ‘sikka’; awwana
stirrups, 188 Walid ibn ‘Abd al-Malik, 53, 54, 59, 61,
Subki, 181, 183 71,73
Suetonius, 30 Walid ibn Yazid, 65, 78-9, 87
Sukkoth (‘Feast of Tabernacles’), 47 Wang Yangming, 107
Sulayman ibn ‘Abd al-Malik, 61, 76 Wassaf, 155, 159
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Sun Tzu, 5 Wathiq, al-, 64, 89, 90
Sykes, Ella, 7 women, as couriers, 65, 174

Tabart, 8, 18, 44, 46, 50, 62, 63, 69,87, 119,187 Xenophon, 9, 15, 20, 21

Tahir ibn al-Husayn, 80, 118, 126, 129 Xerxes I (Achaemenid ruler, r. 486-465
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88, 173, 187
Tamim ibn Bahr, 97-8 Yahya ibn Ja‘far al-Barmaksi, 73, 88, 103
Tanukht, 100, 120 Yahya ibn Khalid al-Barmaki, 53
Targum, 19 Yam, 141-64
taxi, 2 administration, 152-3, 159-60
Taxis family, 2 compared with the Chinese Y7, 142-4
telegraph, 2 costs, 155-6
Tha‘alibr, 8, 68 creation, 144-8
The Art of War: see under ‘Sun Tzu’ in China, 159, 160
Theodore of Sykeon, 35 legacy, 1614
Theodosius I (Byzantine Emperor, routes, 154-5, 159, 161

r. 408-50), 37 Yam, etymology of, 142-3
thiqat, 18 yamcht, 162
Timur, 162-3, 184, 185 Ya‘qub ibn Killis, 122

Ya‘qubi, 107

ulag, see under: ‘Ottomans’ Yaqut al-Hamawr, 8, 117
Ullmann, M., 47 Yazid ibn ‘Abd al-Malik, 76, 117
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, 51 Yazid ibn Mu‘awiya, 56, 57
‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, 61, 62, 68, 77, 81, Yazid ibn al-Muhallab, 76

117, 189 Yi (Chinese postal system), 141, 142-4, 163

‘Umart, 53, 54, 88, 122, 131, 165-6, 170, 173, Yusuf Khass Hajib, 120
174-5, 181, 187

unpopularity of postal systems (see also: Zahir, al-, 123

‘General population’), 32, 36, 39 Zanj, 92, 110, 111, 132
“Utbrt, 107 Ziyad ibn Abihi, 55, 56, 57, 65, 74-5
‘Uthman ibn al-Huwayrith, 47 Zutt, 63, 82
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