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One of the key topics for establishing meaningful links between brain sciences
and education is the development of reading. How does biology constrain
learning to read? How does experience shape the development of reading
skills? How does research on biology and behavior connect to the ways that
schools, teachers, and parents help children learn to read, particularly in the
face of disabilities that interfere with learning? This book addresses these questions and illuminates why reading disorders have been hard to identify, how
recent research has established a ﬁrm base of knowledge about the cognitive
neuroscience of reading problems and the learning tools for overcoming them,
and, ﬁnally, what the future holds for relating mind, brain, and education to
understanding reading difﬁculties. Connecting knowledge from neuroscience,
genetics, cognitive science, child development, neuropsychology, and education, this book will be of interest to both academic researchers and graduate
students.
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e . j u l i a n a p a r é - b l a g o e v , Ed.D., is a Research Scientist at The MIND
Institute and Assistant Professor at the University of New Mexico Department
of Psychology.
d av i d h . r o s e , Ed.D., is Co-Executive Director of the Center for Applied
Special Technology (CAST).
l . t o d d r o s e is a doctoral candidate at the Harvard Graduate School of
Education.
s a m u e l p. r o s e , Ph.D., (deceased) taught at the University of Colorado.
s a n d r a p r i e s t r o s e is a founding trustee of the Reading Reform
Foundation.
g o r d o n f. s h e r m a n, Ph.D., is Executive Director of the Newgrange
School and Education Center in Princeton, NJ.
h . g e r r y tay l o r , Ph.D., is Professor of Pediatrics at Case Western
Reserve University.
m a r t i n h . t e i c h e r , M.D., Ph.D., is an Associate Professor of Psychiatry
at Harvard Medical School and Director of the Developmental Biopsychiatry
Research Program at McLean Hospital.
r o b e r t w. t h at c h e r , Ph.D., is Director of the NeuroImaging Laboratory at the Bay Pines VA Medical Center and an adjunct Professor of
Neurology at the University of South Florida College of Medicine.
j o s e p h t o r g e s e n, Ph.D., is the W. Russell and Eugenia Morcom Chair
of Psychology and Education at Florida State University and Director of the
Florida Center for Reading Research.
d e b o r a h wa b e r , Ph.D., is Director of Research in the Department of Psychiatry at Children’s Hospital Boston and Associate Professor (Psychology)
in the Department of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School.
m a r ya n n e w o l f, Ed.D., is Director of the Center for Reading and Language Research and Professor of Child Development at Tufts University.

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-85479-5 - Mind, Brain, and Education in Reading Disorders
Edited by Kurt W. Fischer, Jane Holmes Bernstein, and Mary Helen Immordino-Yang
Frontmatter
More information

Acknowledgements

This book and the collaborations that it reﬂects grew out of the creative efforts
engendered by Mind, Brain, and Behavior (MBB), the Harvard Interfaculty Initiative to promote cross-disciplinary dialogue about cognitive science, biology,
and society. Supported by this broad effort, several faculty from Harvard and
other Boston universities met regularly as a study group focusing on the development of brain and behavior, especially in the educational arena and other
culturally important domains. Beyond networking, MBB provided logistic and
ﬁnancial support for a conference in which researchers and practitioners from
more distant institutions came to Harvard to discuss the issue that is the focus
of this book – analyzing reading skills and problems by combining biology,
cognitive science, and education to inform research and practice. From this
group and the conference the approach grew that we now call Mind, Brain,
and Education (MBE). This book is the ﬁrst publication from our group that
articulates this new approach.
We (the editors) especially thank the working group on brain and behavior
development that started this effort: Francine Benes, Jerome Kagan, Deborah
Waber, Maryanne Wolf, and two of us (Fischer and Bernstein). Equally essential
were the doctoral students who helped convince the Harvard community that the
Mind, Brain, and Education approach was both worthwhile and sorely needed
for children and schools – Donna Coch, Michael W. Connell, Juliana ParéBlagoev, Kimberly Sheridan, and one of us (Immordino-Yang).
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