Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas
David Cortright

Frontmatter

More information

PEACE

Veteran scholar and peace activist David Cortright offers a definitive
history of the human striving for peace and an analysis of its religious
and intellectual roots. This authoritative, balanced, and highly read-
able volume traces the rise of peace advocacy and internationalism
from their origins in earlier centuries through the mass movements
of recent decades: the pacifist campaigns of the 1930s, the Vietnam
antiwar movement, and the waves of disarmament activism that
peaked in the 1980s. Also explored are the underlying principles of
peace — nonviolence, democracy, social justice, and human rights — all
placed within a framework of “realistic pacifism.” Peace brings the story
up to date by examining opposition to the Iraq War and responses to
the so-called “war on terror.” This is history with a modern twist, set in
the context of current debates about “the responsibility to protect,”

nuclear proliferation, Darfur, and conflict transformation.

Davip CORTRIGHT is President of the Fourth Freedom Forum and
Research Fellow at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for International Peace
Studies, University of Notre Dame. He has served as consultant or
adviser to various governments and agencies of the United Nations.
A respected authority on economic sanctions, nuclear disarmament,
counterterrorism, UN policy in Iraq, and nonviolent social change, he
has authored or co-edited fifteen books, including Uniting Against
Terror: Cooperative Nonmilitary Solutions to the Global Terrorist Threat
(2007), Gandhi and Beyond: Nonviolence for an Age of Terrorism
(2006), and The Sanctions Decade: Assessing UN Strategies in the 1990s
(2000). The recipient of several awards, Cortright most recently was
selected to receive the 2004 Gandhi Peace Award by Promoting

Enduring Peace.

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas
David Cortright

Frontmatter

More information

PEACE
A History of Movements and Ideas

DAVID CORTRIGHT

A% CAMBRIDGE

By UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas
David Cortright

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo, Delhi

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cp2 8ru, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521670005

© David Cortright 2008
This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 2008
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-0-521-85402-3 hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-67000-5 paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to
in this book, and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas

David Cortright

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
Acknowledgments page ix
List of abbreviations xi
1 What is peace? I
Idealism and realism 2
New wars 4
Defining terms 6
What's in a word? 8
“Pacifist” Japan? 11
Latin American and African traditions 12
Pacifism and “just war” 14
An outline of peace history 16
An overview of peacemaking ideas 18
PART I MOVEMENTS 23
2 The first peace societies 25
Stirrings 26
Social origins and political agendas 29
Elihu Burritt: the learned blacksmith 32
The first peace congresses 34
The right of self-determination 39
Universalizing peace 38
The Hague Peace Conference 40
Not enough 43
3 Toward internationalism 45
Concepts and trends 46
The arbitration revolution 49
A League of Nations 52
Wilson’s vision 54
The challenge of supporting the League 58
Outlawing war 62

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas

David Cortright

Frontmatter

More information

vi

Contents

4 Facing fascism

5

Peace movement reborn
Pledging war resistance
Revolutionary antimilitarism
The Peace Ballot

Against appeasement

Imperial failure

The neutrality debate

The emergency peace campaign
Losing Spain

The end of “pacifism”

Debating disarmament

Early reluctance

Disarmament to the fore

Challenging the “merchants of death”
The naval disarmament treaties
World disarmament conference

The collapse of disarmament
Disarmament at fault?

6 Confronting the cold war

Creating the United Nations

The rise of world federalism

Cold war collapse

Militarization and resistance in Japan
The leviathan

Speaking truth to power

7 Banning the bomb

The shock of discovery
Scientists organize

The Baruch plan

For nuclear sanity

The beginning of arms control
Nuclear pacifism in Japan
The rise of the nuclear freeze
God against the bomb

A prairie fire

Ferment in Europe

Who won?

Lessons from the end of the cold war

8 Refusing war

Vietnam: a triangular movement

Challenging presidents, constraining escalation

139
142
145
146
149
151

I55
157
159

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas

David Cortright
Frontmatter
More information

Contents

Social disruption and political costs

Resistance in the military
e rise of conscientious objection
Th f t bject
The movement against war in Iraq
Winning while losing
Countering the “war on terror”
g

PART Il THEMES

9 Religion

Eastern traditions

Study war no more
Salaam and jihad
Christianity

Anabaptists and Quakers
Tolstoy’s anarchist pacifism
Social Christianity
Catholic peacemaking
Niebuhr’s challenge
Beyond perfectionism
The nonviolent alternative

10 A force more powerful

Religious roots

Action for change
Coercion and nonviolence
The power of love

Spirit and method

Two hands

A tool against tyranny
Courage and strength

11 Democracy

Early voices

Democracy against militarism
Cobden: peace through free trade
Kant: the philosopher of peace
Human nature

For democratic control

The Kantian triad

The insights of feminism
Empowering women

12 Social justice

Socialism and pacifism: early differences

vii

162
164
167
170
174
176

181

183
185
188
190
193
195
197
199
200
203
206
208

211
213
216
218
220
222
224
227
229

233
234
236
237
240
243
246
249
255
257

260
262

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas
David Cortright

Frontmatter

More information

viii Contents

Convergence

The Leninist critique

Scientific pacifism

Peace through economic justice
The development—peace nexus
Development for whom?

13 Responsibility to protect
Bridging the cold war divide
War for democracy?
Opposing war, advancing freedom
Human rights and security
Debating Kosovo
The responsibility to protect
Peace operations
The challenge in Darfur

14 A moral equivalent
The belligerence of the masses
Peace and its discontents: the Einstein—Freud dialogue
Nonmilitary service
Nonviolent warriors
Transforming conflict
Human security service
Patriotic pacifism

15 Realizing disarmament
From nonproliferation to disarmament
The Canberra Commission
Sparking the debate
“Weapons of terror”
What is zero?

16 Realistic pacifism
Theory
Practice
Action

Bibliography
Index

264
266
269
270
273
275

279
280
283
286
287
289
292
296
299

302
304
306
307
310
313
315
317

321
323
325
328
329
331

334
335
336
337

340
355

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas
David Cortright

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

Peace requires the collective effort of many people, and the same is true of
a book about peace. In researching and writing this volume I benefited
immensely from the assistance and advice of many colleagues and friends.
I am grateful to everyone who supported and encouraged me along the way,
although I alone take responsibility for any errors of judgment or fact here.

I am most indebted to Linda Gerber-Stellingwerf, Director of Programs
at the Fourth Freedom Forum, who was senior researcher and editor
throughout this project. Gerber-Stellingwerf researched literally hundreds
of records and citations. She provided constant support by checking facts,
preparing endnotes, compiling bibliographies, editing sections of the manu-
script, maintaining liaison with researchers and editors, and managing the
final production and preparation of the manuscript. This book would not
have been possible without her skilled and enthusiastic assistance.

Many scholars commented upon portions of the manuscript. I received
especially useful guidance from ].R. Burkholder of Goshen College,
Lawrence Wittner of the State University of New York at Albany, Louis
Kriesberg of Syracuse University, Ted Koontz of Associated Mennonite
Biblical Seminaries, Sandi Cooper of the State University of New York at
Staten Island, and Duane Shank of Sojourners. I also received research
support from David Schrock-Shenk, Rachel Goosen, Shin Chiba, Seon
Han Kim, Roger Chickering, Steve Sharra, and Dieter Brunn.

I benefited greatly from the critical comments and suggestions of colleagues
at the Joan B. Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at the University
of Notre Dame, including George A. Lopez, Fred Dallmayr, John Paul
Lederach, Patrick Mason, Gerald Powers, Rashid Omar, and Lt. Col. Kelly
Jordan, then professor of military science at Notre Dame. Encouragement
also came from Robert Johansen, Jackie Smith, Larissa Fast, and Hal
Culbertson. Librarian Vonda Polega provided bibliographic assistance.

Especially valuable was the support of Scott Appleby, director of the Kroc
Institute, who offered constant encouragement and critical commentary

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas
David Cortright

Frontmatter

More information

X Acknowledgments

on the manuscript as it emerged. I was aided immensely by Appleby —
intellectually through his important contributions to peace studies and
religious history, institutionally through the support of the Kroc Institute,
and personally through his enthusiasm for this project.

Many students assisted in this effort, providing research support, challen-
ging me with questions, and critically reading the manuscript. I am espe-
cially grateful to Peter Quaranto, 2006 graduate of the University of Notre
Dame, who wrote several exceptionally useful research memos on a range
of topics and who read and critically commented on the entire manuscript.
Other Notre Dame students who provided research assistance were Julia
Fitzpatrick, Damon Lynch, Christine Braun, Ken Yamane, and Cora
Fernandez. My understanding of the peace traditions within Islam was
aided by Aurangzeb Haneef, a student in my class at Juame I University
in Castellon, Spain.

I gratefully acknowledge the administrative support of the staffs of the
Fourth Freedom Forum and the Kroc Institute, especially Ann Pedler,
Jennifer Glick, and Judy Gerhardstein. Natasha Sawatsky-Kingsley also
provided administrative help.

I am thankful to the editors and production staff at Cambridge
University Press who supported me in this effort and guided the book to
production, including Kate Brett, Gillian Dadd, and Elizabeth Davey.

This book, like all my research and writing over the past fifteen years, is
made possible by the generous support of the Fourth Freedom Forum and
its founder, Howard S. Brembeck. I hope that this work helps to elucidate a
path toward the more secure world that is Brembeck’s vision.

My greatest debt, in this book as in all of life, is to my wife Karen Jacob.
Nurse, artist, peace activist, constant sounding board for new ideas — she
sustained and encouraged me throughout the long hours of writing and
research and inspired me to continue pursuing this inquiry into our shared
goal of a more peaceful future.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas
David Cortright

Frontmatter
More information
Abbreviations
AFSC American Friends Service Committee
AMIS Africa Mission in Sudan
APD Association de la paix par le droit
APS American Peace Society
AU African Union
AUAM American Union Against Militarism
CAIP Catholic Association for International Peace
CCC Civilian Conservation Corps
CFE Conventional Forces in Europe
CGT Confédération générale du travail
CIA Central Intelligence Agency
CND Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament
CNVA Committee for Nonviolent Action
CPS Civilian Public Service
CPT Christian Peacemaker Teams
CTBT Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
CwC Chemical Weapons Convention
DFG Deutsche Friedensgesellschaft
ECCO European Congress of Conscripts Organizations
ECOWAS Economic Community of West African States
END European Nuclear Disarmament
FAS Federation of American Scientists
FOR Fellowship of Reconciliation
GRIT graduated reciprocation in tension-reduction
INF intermediate-range nuclear forces
IPC International Peace Campaign
ISM International Solidarity Movement
KLA Kosovo Liberation Army
LEP League to Enforce Peace
LICP Ligue internationale des combatants de la paix
xi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-85402-3 - Peace: A History of Movements and Ideas
David Cortright

Frontmatter
More information
xii List of abbreviations
LNU League of Nations Union
LUB League of Universal Brotherhood
NIEO New International Economic Order
NPT Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
PBI Peace Brigades International
PPU Peace Pledge Union
R2P Responsibility to Protect
RUP Rassemblement universel de la paix pour le droit
SADC South African Development Community
SALT Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty
SANE National Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy
SDF Self-Defense Forces
SDI Strategic Defense Initiative
SDS Students for a Democratic Society
SERPAJ Servicio Paz y Justicia en América Latina
SORT Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty
START Strategic Arms Reduction Treaties
SWP Socialist Workers Party
UDC Union of Democratic Control
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
VVAW Vietnam Veterans against the War
WCC World Council of Churches
WILPF Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom
WPP Woman’s Peace Party
WRL War Resisters League

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521854024
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

