
AN INTRODUCTION TO
WORLD ANGLICANISM

What is the nature of world Anglicanism in a postcolonial, global age?
With talk of fragmentation constantly in the media, what does it mean
to be ‘Anglican’? This book presents Anglicanism as a conversation
over time amongst a community of people held together by sets of
practices and beliefs.

The first part describes the emergence of Anglicanism and its foun-
dations in older Christian traditions. The second looks at Anglican
practices within the framework of changing understandings of mission,
and focuses on liturgy, patterns of engagement with others, organisation
and power in the church, and ministerial offices. There are two separate
chapters on the ordination of women and homosexuality in the public
life of the church. The third part, on beliefs, addresses the central
question of knowledge and authority in Anglicanism, as well as ecclesi-
ology, the nature of the church itself. A final chapter looks to the future.
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subject with an eye of compassion, and as a theologian with what Michael
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Abbreviations and sources

ACC Anglican Consultative Council
ACO Anglican Communion Office
ARCIC Anglican–Roman Catholic International Commission
Bede EH Bede, A History of the English Church and People (London:

Penguin, 1968). References are given by book and chapter
followed by the page in this edition.

CCEA Council of the Churches of East Asia
CMS Church Missionary Society
CSI Church of South India
Eames Anglican Consultative Council, Women in the Anglican

Episcopate: Theology, Guidelines and Practice: The Eames
Commission and the Monitoring Group Reports (Toronto:
Anglican Book Centre, 1998)

ECUSA Episcopal Church of the United States of America. Its name
changed in 2006 to the Episcopal Church (TEC).

ELCA Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
IASCOME Inter-Anglican Standing Commission on Mission and

Evangelism
IATDC Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal Commission
LC Lambeth Conference
MISAG Mission Issues and Strategy Advisory Group
MISSIO Anglican Communion Standing Commission on Mission
NIFCON Network for Inter-Faith Concerns
SPCK Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge
SPG Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
WCC World Council of Churches
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Lambeth Conference and Anglican Consultative Council resolutions are
indicated according to the year and the resolution number, e.g. Resolution
16 of the Lambeth Conference of 1988 is LC.1988,16. In general the text of
these resolutions is taken from the electronic version provided on the official
website of the Lambeth Conference. Reports such as the Eames Commission
Report are given by the short title and the paragraph number.

x List of abbreviations and sources
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