
A History of Exile in the Roman Republic

Roman senators and equestrians were always vulnerable to prosecution for their
official conduct, especially because politically motivated accusations were com-
mon. When charged with a crime in Republican Rome, such men had a choice
concerning their fate. They could either remain in Rome and face possible convic-
tion and punishment or go into voluntary exile and avoid legal sentence. For the
majority of the Republican period, exile was not a formal legal penalty contained in
statutes, although it was the practical outcome of most capital convictions. Despite
its importance in the political arena, Roman exile has been a neglected topic in
modern scholarship. This study examines all facets of exile in the Roman Republic:
its historical development, technical legal issues, the possibility of restoration, as
well as the effects of exile on the lives and families of banished men.
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Preface

scholars have attempted to reconstruct and interpret the history of
Greco-Roman antiquity for centuries. As a graduate student at Bryn Mawr College
investigating several potential dissertation topics, I was pleased to discover that
there are still areas of the ancient world that have received very little attention from
previous generations of academics. The practice of exile in the Roman Republic is
one such topic that has largely escaped detailed examination. In this work, which
is a revised and expanded version of my 1999 dissertation, I have tried to look at
the major features of exile and, as much as possible, put them into the context
of the wider world of the Roman Republic. Even so, this study is not intended
to be an all-inclusive treatment of the topic, but rather as a beginning for further
investigations of Roman exile.

I would like to acknowledge the support of others that made this book possible.
T. Corey Brennan first suggested the topic of Roman Republican exile to me, and
has provided guidance and support well above and beyond what is expected
of a good dissertation advisor. His tireless dedication to his students is truly
remarkable. Indeed, his advice and constant support on the dissertation and other
professional matters have been invaluable to me over the years. In short, he is
an exemplary scholar and mentor. Equally as important has been the guidance
of R. T. Scott, the co-director of my dissertation. At numerous points in the
drafting of the dissertation, his vast expertise steered me toward areas of research
that have greatly improved the quality of the finished product. I am very much
indebted to the contributions of both Professor Brennan and Professor Scott, but
any shortcomings of this work are solely my responsibility.

In addition to my dissertation advisors, I benefited much from the other faculty
members in the Department of Greek, Latin, and Classical Studies at Bryn Mawr
College during my time as a graduate student: Julia H. Gaisser, Mabel Lang,
Richard Hamilton, and Gregory Dickerson. I would also like to thank my fellow
graduate students at Bryn Mawr, especially Gary Farney, Pamela Lackie, Marshall
Johnston, and David Pollio. I have greatly profited from discussions with them
(often at late hours in Canaday Library or over beers at a local watering hole). Their
insights and suggestions have helped me tremendously. My colleagues at other
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x preface

schools have also supported me as I continued work on this volume, especially
Kirk Summers and Tatiana Tsakiropoulou-Summers at the University of Alabama,
and Robert Kugler and Nicholas D. Smith at Lewis and Clark College. I am
indebted to Lewis and Clark for their generous faculty research grant to support
the completion of this book. Two of my students at Lewis and Clark, Thomas
Adams and Frances Wells, have my thanks for their diligent proofreading of this
manuscript.

At Cambridge University Press, I especially thank Beatrice Rehl (U. S. editorial
offices) for her outstanding and efficient support of this project. I would also
like to mention Eric Crahan and James Dunn, with whom it was a pleasure to
work. I also owe thanks to Cambridge’s anonymous reviewers, whose detailed
comments on the initial manuscript greatly aided me in the subsequent revision.
In the production stage of this book, I was truly impressed by the efforts of Peggy
Rote and Vivek Sood at Techbooks.

On a more personal level, I would like to acknowledge the support of my
brother, Kevin. I cannot adequately express my appreciation for my parents, Shirley
and James Kelly, who filled me with their love of literature and history from a
young age. Unfortunately, they did not live to see the publication of this volume,
but their influence is on every page. And finally, I owe my deepest gratitude to my
wife, Molly Robinson Kelly, whose constant love and support never wavered as
I spent long hours on this project.

G. P. K.
Portland, Oregon

April 2006
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