
FREEDOM OF SPEECH IN
EARLY S TUAR T ENGLAND

This book discusses a central chapter in the history of free speech in the
Western world. The nature and limits of freedom of speech prompted
sophisticated debate in a wide range of areas in the early seventeenth
century; it was one of the ‘liberties of the subject’ fought for by indi-
viduals and groups across the political landscape. Discussions of free
speech raised serious questions about what it meant to live in a free
state, and how far England was from being such a state. Examining
a wide range of sources, from rhetorical handbooks to parliamentary
speeches and manuscript miscellanies, Dr Colclough demonstrates
how freedom of speech was conceived positively in the period c. 1603
to 1628, rather than being defined in opposition to acts of censorship.
Attending to the importance of context and decorum, this major con-
tribution to Ideas in Context recovers a tradition of free speech that
has been obscured in studies of the evolution of universal rights.

david colclough is Lecturer in English at Queen Mary,
University of London.
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ideas in context

Edited by Quentin Skinner (General Editor), Lorraine Daston,
Dorothy Ross, and James Tully

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims, and vocabularies that were generated
will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution of
such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that a
new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By
this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various
sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.

A list of books in the series will be found at the end of the volume.
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Note on the text

In quotations from early modern printed books and manuscripts I have
retained original spelling and punctuation, except in the case of long ‘s’,
which has been modernised. Expanded contractions are indicated by under-
lining, thus: ‘commonwealth’. Dates are Old Style, except that the year is
taken to begin on 1 January; where there is any chance of confusion, I have
used the following notation: ‘5 February 1620/1’.
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