Cambridge University Press

0521843138 - Guns for the Sultan: Military Power and the Weapons Industry in the
Ottoman Empire

Gabor Agoston

Frontmatter

More information

Guns for the Sultan
Military Power and the Weapons Industry in the Ottoman Empire

Gabor Agoston’s book contributes to an emerging strand of military history, which
examines organized violence as a challenge to early modern states, their societies
and economies. His is the first to examine the weapons technology and armaments
industries of the Ottoman Empire, the only Islamic empire that threatened Europe
on its own territory in the age of the Gunpowder Revolution. Based on extensive
research in the Turkish archives, the book affords new insights regarding the early
success and subsequent failure of an Islamic empire against European adversaries.
It demonstrates Ottoman flexibility and the existence of an early modern arms
market and information exchange across the cultural divide, as well as Ottoman
self-sufficiency in weapons and arms production well into the eighteenth century.
Challenging the sweeping statements of Eurocentric and Orientalist scholarship,
the book disputes the notion of Islamic conservatism, the Ottomans’ supposed tech-
nological inferiority and the alleged insufficiencies in production capacity. This
is a provocative, intelligent and penetrating analysis which successfully contends
traditional perceptions of Ottoman and Islamic history. It is certain to become a
classic in the field.

Gabor Agoston is Associate Professor in the Department of History, Georgetown
University. His previous publications include Hungary in the Seventeenth Century
(with Teréz Oborni, 2000).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521843138
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521843138 - Guns for the Sultan: Military Power and the Weapons Industry in the
Ottoman Empire

Gabor Agoston

Frontmatter

More information

Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilisation

Editorial Board

David Morgan (general editor)

Virginia Aksan, Michael Brett, Michael Cook, Peter Jackson,
Tarif Khalidi, Chase Robinson

Published titles in the series are listed at the back of the book

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521843138
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521843138 - Guns for the Sultan: Military Power and the Weapons Industry in the
Ottoman Empire

Gabor Agoston

Frontmatter

More information

Guns for the Sultan

Military Power and the Weapons Industry in the
Ottoman Empire

GABOR AGOSTON

Georgetown University

‘z

CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521843138
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521843138 - Guns for the Sultan: Military Power and the Weapons Industry in the
Ottoman Empire

Gabor Agoston

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sdo Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521843133

© Gabor Agoston 2005

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2005
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Agoston, Gabor.

Guns for the sultan: military power and the weapons industry in the Ottoman Empire / Gabor Agoston.
p- cm. — (Cambridge studies in Islamic civilization)

Includes bibliographical references (p. 248) and index.

ISBN 0 521 84313 8 (hbk. : alk. paper) — ISBN 0 521 60391 9 (pbk. : alk. paper)

1. Weapons industry — Turkey — History. 2. Turkey — History, Military. 1. Title. II. Series.

HD9743.T92A36 2004 338.4'76234'09560903 — dc22 2004051106

ISBN-13 978-0-521-84313-3 hardback
ISBN-10 0-521-84313-8 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLSs for
external or third-party internet websites referred to in this book, and does not guarantee that any
content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521843138
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

0521843138 - Guns for the Sultan: Military Power and the Weapons Industry in the
Ottoman Empire

Gabor Agoston

Frontmatter

More information

To my family with love and gratitude

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521843138
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521843138 - Guns for the Sultan: Military Power and the Weapons Industry in the
Ottoman Empire

Gabor Agoston

Frontmatter

More information

Without these munitions and artillery one cannot preserve any state, nor defend it, nor
attack the enemy.

Venetian senate minute, June 16, 1489

(Quoted in English by Michael Mallett, “Siegecraft in Late

Fifteenth-Century Italy,” in Ivy A. Corfis and Michael Wolfe eds., The

Medieval City under Siege [Woodbridge, 1995], p. 247).

My Blissful Padishah. As your great lord knows, the main support of the Sultanic

campaigns is gunpowder. Without gunpowder, the campaign is completely impossible . . .

Gunpowder is not like other things. If we fail to take measures concerning it and it is

not produced in time, where there is a shortage of gunpowder, even if we have 100,000

gold coins, the amount shall be of no benefit. Where there is a shortage of gunpowder,

even if there is a sea of gold coins, it cannot take the place of gunpowder. The defense
of the fortresses and warfare takes place with gunpowder.

Grand Vizier Yemisci Hasan Pasha’s petition (telhis) from 1603

(Cengiz Orhonlu, Osmanli Tarihine Aid Belgeler: Telhisler

[1597-1607] [Istanbul, 1970], pp. 19-20).
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