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PREFACE

G )

his book has three audiences, to each of which it will seem unsatis-

factory in different ways. Theoretical archaeologists in the Anglo-
phone tradition may wish for the theoretical agenda to be pursued
further and, perhaps, with less encumbering detail. Italian prehistori-
ans, on the other hand, may lament the great mass of data on the Italian
Neolithic that I have glossed over in the interests of synthesis and social
interpretation. To each of these communities, I ask for tolerance, and,
hopefully, to each I can offer some compensation. The theoretical
archaeologist may appreciate the chance to see a theoretical agenda
worked through systematically across the entire spectrum of archae-
ological data. For Italian prehistorians, I would hope to offer some
interesting interpretations to pursue empirically, in places convergent
with ideas arising within the Italian prehistory community. The third
audience will be theoretically minded European prehistorians who share
the author’s desire to see prehistoric Europe neither reduced to one-
size-fits-all theoretical frameworks nor left faceless and uninterpreted.
To this audience, I can only say that the more ambitious a book is, the
more likely it is to fall short, and nobody knows a book’s limitations
like the author.

This project has been in the making for about a decade. In that
time, I have discussed aspects of archaeological theory and Mediter-
ranean prehistory with many friends and colleagues. Many of them will
disagree with the ideas and interpretations put forth here; many were
unaware that their innocently offered piece of advice or information

XXI
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PREFACE

held great significance for this project as it gestated; all were generous
with what they thought and knew.

I am particularly grateful to many colleagues and students at
Cambridge and Southampton who have discussed these ideas with
me over many years; [ have had particularly helpful discussions with
Elizabeth DeMarrais, Mark Edmonds, Clive Gamble, Yannis Hamilakis,
Lila Janik, Yvonne Marshall, Preston Miracle, and Marie Louise Stig
Serensen. I have learnt much about agency theory from Marcia-Anne
Dobres. My colleagues in the Bova Marina Archaeological Project
(Umberto Albarella, Gianna Ayala, Marina Ciaraldi, Lin Foxhall, Helen
Farr, Hamish Forbes, Paula Lazrus, Kostalena Michelaki, Doortj¢ Van
Hove, and David Yoon) have been a source of ideas and support for many
years, and I am grateful to Dr. Elena Lattanzi, Dr. Emilia Andronico,
and Dr. Annalisa Zarattini of the Soprintendenza Archeologica della
Calabria for supporting our excavations in Southern Calabria. Among
American colleagues, I have benefited from discussions with Rob Tykot,
Nerissa Russell, and Katina Lillios, and Dan Evett introduced me to
the Italian Neolithic many years ago; while at Michigan I learned much
from John Cherry, John Speth, Bob Whallon, Milford Wolpoft, Henry
Wright, and Norm Yoftee. The members of our informal, peripatetic
(but generally London-based) seminar on the Italian Neolithic have
provided a knowledgeable and critical audience for many of my ideas. I
am particularly grateful to Keri Brown, Caroline Malone, Mark Pearce,
Mark Pluciennik, Robin Skeates, Simon Stoddart, and especially to
Ruth Whitehouse for her detailed comments on the manuscript.

Many of my Italian colleagues, raised in a different archaeolog-
ical tradition, will be bemused by my interpretations. Every tradition
defines its own cardinal sins; Italian prehistory places more emphasis
upon the particularity of data and less upon generalisation and social
inference. I hope that this work will be read in a spirit of charita-
ble tolerance and that it may even provide an idea or two worth being
empirical about. In any case, I owe particular gratitude to the many Ital-
1an prehistorians I have met who have proven unfailingly generous with
their time and knowledge, particularly Giovanni Boschian, Alessandro
Canci, Alberto Cazzella, Andrea Dolfini, Alfredo Geniola, Alessandra
Giampietri, Alessandro Guidi, Maria Rosa lovino, Laura Longo, Brian
McConnell, Francesco Mallegni, Laura Maniscalco, Giorgio Manzi,

XXII

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521842417
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-84241-9 - The Early Mediterranean Village: Agency, Material Culture, and
Social Change in Neolithic Italy

John Robb

Frontmatter

More information

PREFACE

Domenico Marino, Italo Muntoni, Giuseppe Nicoletti, Giovanna Radi,
Mary Anne Tafuri, Santo Tine, Vincenzo Tine, Carlo Tozzi, Alessan-
dro Vanzetti, Barbara Zamagni, and Annalisa Zarattini. Elsewhere in the
Central Mediterranean, I am grateful to Staso Forenbaher and Reuben
Grima. None of these colleagues should be held responsible for the
limits of my local knowledge or the interpretation I put it to.

Chapter s draws extensively upon discussions with Kostalena
Michelaki and Helen Farr, and some ideas in Chapter 3 were worked out
in collaboration with Doortje Van Hove. I thank Graham O’Hare for
sharing his axe data generously, and the many colleagues and institutions
listed below who have very generously granted permission to reproduce
their figures: A. Ammerman, E. Anati, M. Cavalier, A. Cazzella, M. A.
Fugazzola Delpino, U. Irti, M. Langella, J. Mallory, A. Manfredini, G.
Bailo Modesti, G. O’Hare, G. Radi, E Radina, S. Tine, V. Ting, L.
Todisco, C. Tozzi, and D. Van Hove, as well as the Museo Archeologico
Eoliano, the Museo Nazionale Preistorico/Etnografico “L. Pigorini”,
the Soprintendenza Archeologica della Basilicata, and the Soprinten-
denza Archeologica della Puglia. J. Skinner provided the original draw-
ings, and J. Meadows drew some of the maps. I am also grateful to
A. Sherratt for help accessing collections in the Ashmolean Museum,
Oxford, and to J. Carter for the opportunity to view prehistoric
collections from University of Texas work in the Metaponto area.

[ am grateful to have been able to work with Jon Morter; his
unexpected and tragic death in 1997 cut oft a wonderfully stimulating
collaboration which, like all of his colleagues, I remember with great
regret.

Financial support for early stages of writing came from a Lev-
erhulme Foundation Research Fellowship for 2001—2002. The pre-
historic research of the Bova Marina Archaeological Project has been
supported by the British Academy, the Arts and Humanities Research
Board, the Cotton Foundation for Mediterranean Archaeology, the
Mediterranean Archaeological Trust, the University of Southampton,
and the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research (Cambridge
University).

[ am grateful to Starr Farr for help and support throughout this
project. This book is dedicated to my children Johanna and Nicholas.
Raising them has been an education in itself.

XXIII

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521842417
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

