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The second edition of The World of Catholic Renewal offers an updated
synthesis of the vast scholarship on the history of Catholicism from
the Council of Trent in the middle of the sixteenth century to the
suppression of the Society of Jesus in the eighteenth century. Profes-
sor Hsia discusses the doctrinal and ecclesiastical renewal after Trent
and the progress of Catholic reconquest in various lands. He ana-
lyzes the social composition of the Tridentine clergy and the papal
curia and studies the making of early modern sainthood and the enclo-
sure of religious women. Encompassing art and architecture, Hsia
attempts to understand Catholic renewal as a vast historical develop-
ment that shaped European civilization and also explores its expansion
and encounter with non-Christian cultures in America, Africa, and Asia.
The new edition of this acclaimed textbook offers an additional chapter
on “The Catholic Book,” a section on India, new material on sanctity
and the inquisition as well as an updated bibliography.

R. PO-CHIA HSIA is Edwin Erle Sparks Professor of History at the
Pennsylvania State University. He is the author and editor of numerous
books, including Trent 1475: Stories of A Ritual Murder Trial (1992) and
Blackwell Companion to the World of the Reformation (ed., 2002).
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NEW APPROACHES TO EUROPEAN HISTORY

Series editors
WiLLiam BEe1k Emory University
T. C. W. BLANNING Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge

New Approaches to European History is an important textbook series,
which provides concise but authoritative surveys of major themes and
problems in European history since the Renaissance. Written at a level
and length accessible to advanced school students and undergraduates,
each book in the series addresses topics or themes that students of
European history encounter daily: the series embraces both some of
the more traditional subjects of study, and those cultural and social
issues to which increasing numbers of school and college courses are
devoted. A particular effort is made to consider the wider international
implications of the subject under scrutiny.

To aid the student reader, scholarly apparatus and annotation is light,
but each work will have full supplementary bibliographies and notes for
further reading: where appropriate, chronologies, maps, diagrams, and
other illustrative material are also be provided.

For a list of titles published in the series, please see end of book.
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Preface to the second edition

A new chapter, “The Catholic book,” has been added to reflect the schol-
arship on the Index of Prohibited Books, censorship, and Catholic book
production neglected in the first edition of my work. The updated Biblio-
graphical Essay contains many new studies published since 1998, which
form the basis for my expanded discussion of the new religious orders
and the making of Counter-Reformation saints, as well as the additional
section on India in the chapter on missions in Asia.

I would like to thank J. M. de Bujanda, Simon Ditchfield, Massimo
Firpo, Gigliola Fragnito, Elisabeth Gleason, Adriano Prosperi, John
Tedeschi, Alain Tallon, Markus Voelkel, Elena Bonora, and Miguel Gotor
among many others for bringing scholarship to my notice. I hope this
revised and expanded edition goes some way toward filling the lacunae
in the original study.

R. PO-CHIA HSIA April 2004
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During my research and writing, I have benefited from the support
and generosity of the following institutions; to them and their staff my
gratitude: Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars, National
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To her this book is dedicated.

An abridged version of this book will appear in German published by
Fischer Verlag.
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1540 Papal recognition of the Society of Jesus

1541 Religious Colloquy at Regensburg between Protestants
and Catholics in the Holy Roman Empire

1545 General Church Council opened in Trent

1547 Charles V victorious over Lutheran German princes at
Battle of Mihlberg
Church Council translated to Bologna

1548 Termination of first period of Church Council

1551-52 Second period of Church Council reconvened at Trent

1552 Francis Xavier died in Macao

1555 Religious Peace of Augsburg established Lutheranism as
official confession alongside Catholicism in the empire

1559 First Jesuit mission in Japan

1562-63 Third and concluding period of the Church Council
at Trent

1564 Proclamation of Tridentine decrees in the dominions of
Philip II of Spain

1565 Archbishop Carlo Borromeo began reforms in Milan
Permanent Spanish settlement in the Philippines

1570 The Inquisition established in Mexico and Peru

1572 French Calvinists massacred on the feast
of St. Bartholomew

1577 First in a wave of executions of Catholic missionaries in
Elizabethan England

1580 First Jesuit mission established in China

1581 First anti-Catholic legislation in the United Provinces

1584 Japanese Catholic emissary to Europe

1588 Reorganization of papal government resulted in the
creation of congregations of cardinals for secular and
spiritual affairs

1598 Edict of Nantes established toleration of Protestants in

France
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1610 Carlo Borromeo canonized
1614 Japanese government began systematic suppression
of Christianity
1615 Tridentine decrees recognized by the clerical estate
in France
1622 Canonizations of Ignatius of Loyola, Francis Xavier,

Teresa of Avila, and Filippo Neri, new saints of the
Catholic renewal
1624-29 Anti-Protestant repression in Habsburg-conquered

Bohemia

1626 Consecration of the new Basilica of St. Peter in Rome

1641 Anti-English and anti-Protestant uprising in Ireland
suppressed by Cromwell

1643 First volumes of the Acta sanctorum published

1653 Papal condemnation of propositions from Augustinus by
Cornelius Jansen

1685 Revocation of the Edict of Nantes in France

1692 Christianity recognized by Emperor Kangxi in China

1710 Prohibition of “Chinese Rites” by papal envoy

1731 Expulsion of 17,000 Protestants from the principality
of Salzburg

1732 Seminary for Chinese priests established in Naples

1759 Expulsion of Jesuits from all Portuguese dominions

1761 Suppression of the Society of Jesus in France

1767 Expulsion of Jesuits from all Spanish dominions

1773 Suppression of the Society of Jesus by papal decree
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