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its origins, and its final stages, in which rescue seemed to be possible.
With the Holocaust developing like a sort of doomsday machine set in
motion from all sides, the Jews found themselves between the hammer
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by the Nazis that dictated the behavior of other parties and the relations
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Preface

The purpose of this book is to explain the Holocaust in terms of a multiple
“trap”: a multiple “Catch-22” into which a whole group or groups of people
had been maneuvered in stages. Hence, this term is an analytical organizing
framework that combines the forces that worked separately but together to
trap the Jews of Europe and prevent their escape during the Holocaust.

The process that explains the final trap, however, was much longer and
could be traced back to World War I and its outcome, which transformed
the “Jewish Question” in various Western, central European, and Middle
Eastern countries into a major politically imbued issue, but the purpose of
this book is not to draw such a broad picture to explain the behavior of
Germany, the West, and other parties before 1933.

My intention is to discuss the Holocaust itself and the stages in which the
trap was closing on its victims in a kaleidoscopic fashion by describing it
not only as it was committed by the perpetrators, as suffered by the victims,
or as a subject for inaction and action by third parties, or as a threat to
fourth parties alone, but as developing like a sort of doomsday machine set
in motion from all sides. Each party worked the way they did because of
the logic created by the Nazis and by their own reasons, which dictated the
behavior of third and fourth parties and the relations between them before
and during the Holocaust, when the interplay between the various parties
contributed to the victims’ doom first by preventing help and later by pre-
venting rescue. Previous outcries for help and rescue efforts undertaken were
working in most cases as a self-defeating mechanism, and various legacies
emerged during the Holocaust that are heatedly debated to this day, namely,
whether rescue was possible but opportunities were missed due to Allied
and Zionist neglect. Hence, in the text I shall move to and fro between the
various parties, stressing the decisive role of Hitler and the Nazis.

My contribution to the existing vast literature on the Holocaust offered
here will therefore be interpretive, when based on the scholarly work done by
others, which is known to most interested readers and therefore will hardly

xi
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xii Preface

be quoted at any length, and factual, when new records – and new faces –
will be introduced to prove the multitrap theorem emerging from both
known and new records and narratives. Thus, I shall try to approach the
early stages of the Nazi “Jewish Policy” and the Holocaust itself by offering
a rather broad historical picture based on others’ work and my own research,
but later I shall narrow the picture down to a number of specific cases thanks
to newly opened sources, especially intelligence records.

The trap situation refers to three categories of “actors.” An enemy and
third and fourth parties were at work, with the victims being trapped among
them. Being trapped means that the victims were maneuvered into death in
stages, and the final outcome was neither within their grasp nor open to
their influence or action. On the contrary, it was dictated by a mixture of
the enemy’s hatred, ideology, politics, and strategy, as well as third parties’
behavior in response to the enemy’s aggression against them, ascribed by
the enemy to the victims’ traits or imagined behavior among other reasons.
Yet for the third parties this conflict also assumed ideological and political
coloring, actual strategic considerations, and arguments anchored in the past
and in interests related to visions of the future.

Thus, for some among the third parties, the enemy and the victims pos-
sessed similar traits: Both were racists, separated themselves from the rest of
humanity, generated trouble for others and themselves, and a group among
them – the Zionists – were accused of having adopted something like Na-
tional Socialism as their ideology, implemented on the account of others.

Moreover, the murdered Jews seemed in various ways to be weapons used
by the perpetrators against the third parties, in some collusion with those
who were crying for rescue within the third parties’ own camp and those who
actually tried to work for rescue. The enemy, for their part, would react to
rescue ideas, actual plans, and operations by preventing or exploiting them
for their own purposes – thus supplying ammunition to those among the third
parties who adopted various antirescue or at least nonrescue approaches.

Thus, in given situations, everything that may have seemed to help the
victims – the cries for help, rescue endeavors undertaken, and even the estab-
lishment of a special American agency to deal with rescue – worked against
them like a perfect machine functioning in a perfect order. Nothing that was
being done to stop the wheels worked, or rather worked adversely, except
in some cases to be discussed.

The actors in this trap situation were divided into several categories. First
was the enemy – Hitler and his regime. To this we should add the allies of
Nazi Germany, such as Slovakia, Rumania, Italy, and Hungary. (Although it
was not occupied by Germany until most of Italy was, Hungary followed it
later on.)

The victims were the European Jews under the enemy’s direct and indi-
rect control. The Jews abroad (in Britain and in America) were involved in
various ways and degrees to try and alleviate the suffering and work for the
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Preface xiii

rescue of the victims, as we will discuss. They were victimized in the sense
that for Hitler they were responsible for their governments’ response to his
aggression against their people and their allies, while the same governments
refused to be responsible for or be actively involved in things Jewish until
a very late stage in the war. When they did become involved, it was with
many limitations, known to us over decades of debate, accusations, and ac-
tual research but requiring explanations and facts less known before or less
explained within the relevant historical context. The Zionists, working to
implement their vision in the sensitive Middle East, were candidates to doom
themselves until the defeat of the Axis in North Africa, and later they tried to
assume responsibility for rescue in a way that opened them then and later to
accusations within their own camp that they did too little and too late. They
were accused of collaborating not only with the hostile British but even with
the Gestapo, while British and American officials suspected them of collab-
oration with the Gestapo as well. Thus, the Zionist leaders and the domestic
politics and dilemmas of the Jewish community in Palestine, known as the
Yishuv in Hebrew, will be given a central role in this study not only because
of their central role at the time with regard to the largely failed rescue efforts
during the Holocaust but because today the Holocaust and the enduring
rescue debate have become a part of the Holocaust-related politics of Israel
and of Jews everywhere – justifying current political stances or condemning
them, mostly without the necessary study of the actual historical realities.

The third parties were the Western Allies and the Soviets. The latter carried
the main burden of the land war while the Western powers had to maintain
the unnatural coalition with them at all costs. The fourth parties were Arabs
and Muslims, both as perceived by the Western Allies and as they actually
were with regard to the Axis threat in the Middle East, to Japan’s threat to
India and its Muslim population, and even to the war effort in China and
Burma.1

Although mostly ignored by the third parties, Jews seemed to be important
in the eyes of some Nazi-allied rulers because of their alleged influence among
the third parties. Yet the very cases of survival in such countries may be
perceived by the few who remained alive as if large-scale rescue was indeed
possible, but the third parties should be blamed for having offered little if
any help. At the same time, some among the victims’ own communities who
tried to stop the machinery of destruction in various ways were perceived
to have collaborated with the perpetrators while trying to negotiate rescue
with them or were seen as having fallen victim to the machinations of third
parties whose main concern was to avoid the victims and their pleas for

1 The “global” and regional dimensions of this study were taken from Gerhard L. Weinberg, A
World at Arms: A Global History of WWII (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994). I
shall refer to them in most specific cases, but any other mentioning of such dimensions should
be credited to this work.
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xiv Preface

rescue. Thus, the Holocaust caused an ongoing agony that started during
World War II among survivors and denial among the killers, some of whom
deliberately denied it altogether near the end of the war and thus set in
motion the Holocaust denial efforts of today. This book may help to expose
these denials while dealing with various problems related to the role of the
Holocaust at the Nuremberg War Crimes Trials and to the fate of a major
figure in the “Rescue Controversy,” Dr. Rezsö Israel Kasztner.
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Abbreviations xxiii

VOA Voice of America
WRB War Refugee Board, U.S.
WVHA Wirtschafts – und Verwaltungshauptamt, SS main office

in charge of the concentration and death camps
X-2 Counterintelligence branch, OSS
ZOA Zionist Organization of America
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