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Over 5,000 years ago the first writing began to appear in Egypt and
Mesopotamia. Later still, ancient scripts flourished in China and
Mesoamerica, with secondary developments in places such as Scan-
dinavia. Drawing on top scholars, The First Writing offers the most
up-to-date information on these systems of recording language and
meaning. Unlike other treatments, this volume focuses on the origins
of writing less as a mechanistic process than as a set of communicative
practices rooted in history, culture, and semiotic logic. An important
conclusion is that episodes of script development are more complex
than previously thought, with some changes taking place over gener-
ations, and others, such as the creation of syllabaries and alphabets,
occurring with great speed. Linguists will find much of interest in
matters of phonic and semiotic representation; archaeologists and art
historians will discover a rich source on administration, display, and
social evolution within early political systems.
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Fig. 6.4  Three inscription types from pottery in tomb U-j; all
fragmentary and completed from parallel examples in the tomb:
(a) scorpion and tree (?); (b) seashell and vertical stroke; and
(¢) bucranium in two variants, with and without added frond
(2; see Fig. 6.3). Drawings after Dreyer et al. (1998b:figs. 33a, 40,
45, courtesy Deutsches Archidologisches Institut). [160]

Fig. 6.5 (a) The Hunters’ Palette, probably from Abydos (either temple
or necropolis). Nagada IIla period (?). Height c. 64 cm.
Siltstone. British Museum EA 20790, 20792, Louvre E 11254.
Drawing after W. Smith (1949:111, fig. 25). (b) Detail of the
design of building and double bull at the top of the Hunters’
Palette. Drawing by Christine Barratt; after Baines (1995:112
and 151, fig. 5). [168]

Fig. 6.6  The Scorpion Macehead, main decorated area, from
Hierakonpolis Main Deposit. The only writing preserved is the
pair of signs in front of the central figure of the king, but no
more than a third of the decorated area is preserved. Dynasty 0.
Height ¢. 30 cm. Limestone (Oxford, Ashmolean Museum E
3632; drawing by Marion Cox, courtesy Ashmolean Museum).
[169]

Fig. 6.7  Tag of Narmer from Umm el-Qa‘ab Cemetery at Abydos
(uncontexted find). Mixed writing and emblematic
representation. The upper register shows a catfish, which writes
the Nar- (nr-) element in the king’s name, smiting a northern
foe, while the full form of the name is written on the extreme
right. The lower register probably specifies a quantity of oil.
Late dynasty 0. Height 3.65 cm, width 4 cm. Material not
stated, probably bone. Drawing after Dreyer ef al. (1998a:139,
fig. 29, with photograph pl. 5¢). [173]

Fig. 6.8  Wooden tag of Aha from Cemetery B at Abydos, tomb complex
of Aha. Mixed writing and pictorial representation. The lowest
register specifies oil and probably other products. The principal
events of the top register seem to be the manufacture of a cult
image together with a visit to the temple of Neith at Sais in the
Nile Delta. 1st dynasty. Height not given. Present location not
known. After Petrie (1901:pl. X:2). [174]

Fig. 6.9  Sample cylinder seals of the 1st—2nd dynasties with
unintelligible pseudo-writing. All but one are organized partly
as scenes, with a seated figure at the right, and thus are
semi-pictorial. British Museum EA 65853, 66812, 65872
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Richard Parkinson, copyright British Museum. Publication
with different drawings: Spencer (1980:nos. 423, 446,
432,414). [183]

Chronological table: Predynastic and Early Dynastic Egypt,
periods and rough dates. [153]

Rubbing of a turtle plastron. Reign of Wu Ding, ¢. 1200 BC.
After Zhang (1962:no0. 247). [192]

Turtle plastron (Yibian 3380) with brush-written inscription.
Reign of Wu Ding, ¢. 1200 BC. (Photograph courtesy of Institute
of History and Philology, Academia Sinica.) On brush-written
oracle inscriptions, see Kaogu (1991(6]:546-554, 572). [193]
Rubbing of a turtle plastron. Reign of Wu Ding, ¢. 1200 BC.
After Zhang (1962:no0. 207). [194]

Huayuanzhuang Dongdi H3, a pit containing divination shells
and bones excavated at Anyang in 1991 (shown crated for
removal in a mass). The deposit dates from Wu Ding’s reign
and includes both royal and non-royal divinations. It also mixes
inscribed and uninscribed pieces: of 755 complete turtle shells,
fewer than 300 are inscribed. (The total count of 1,558 shells
and shell fragments includes 574 with writing. Of 25 pieces of
bone, 5 have writing.) See preliminary excavation report ( Kaogu
1993[6]:488-499). lllustration after Yinxu (2001:pl. 24). [195]
Inscriptions of bronze vessels from the tomb of Lady Hao,
Anyang, c¢. 1200 BC. After Yinxu Fu Hao Mu (1980:figs. 29.2,
27.8,35.3,35.8). [201]

Inscriptions of bronze vessels from Xiaotun M18, a tomb near
Lady Hao’s, Anyang, c. 1200 BC. After Kaogu xuebao
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feast); (j) Fu Ding (“Father Ding”); (k, 1) mu (“dusk”);

(m) quan (“dog”); and (n) ya (arank). [204]

Bronze axe. Probably thirteenth or twelfth century BC. Height
32.7 cm. (Courtesy of the Freer Gallery of Art, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, DC; accession no. F1946.5.) [205]
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column) are found in H. Williams (1996). [263]

Early linear texts: (a) Monte Albdn Danzante, MA-D-55
(Urcid Serrano 2001:fig. 4.47); (b) La Venta Monument 13
(Coe 1968:148, drawing by Miguel Covarrubias). [277]
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fig. 27). [278]
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Davletshin). [281]
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icon, Chalcatzingo Monument 31 (Taube 1995:fig. 24c¢); and
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Fig. 11.6  Labanotation: notation for five dancers, reading bottom to
top. On either side of the central vertical line representing the
body’s center, the defined areas identify fields of the body
(support, leg, torso, arm, head), and geometric forms indicate
the actions (Guest 1984:fig. 12.10). [323]

Fig. 11.7  Venn Circles used to express relationships such as “no S is M”
(Gardner 1982:40). [324]

Fig. 11.8  Molecular formula for benzene, which is composed of six
carbon atoms and six hydrogen atoms. [325]

Fig.11.9  Structural diagram of benzene molecule
(Pauling 1967:117). [325]

Fig. 11.10  Structural diagram of benzene showing the carbon bonds but
omitting the hydrogen atoms (Pauling 1967:121). [325]

Fig. 11.11 Ball-and-stick model of collagen, composed of three
left-handed single-chain helixes that wrap around each other
with a right-handed twist (Dickerson and Geis
1969:42). [326]

Fig. 11.12  Space-filling model of collagen (Schulz and Schirmer
1979:72). [327]

Fig. 11.13  Cord model of hemoglobin concentrates on its quaternary
structure and the shapes and intertwining spatial relationships
of the four subunits (drawing by Irving Geis [Armstrong
1989:100]). [328]

Fig. 11.14 James Watson and Francis Crick with their three-dimensional
stick model of DNA, 1953 (McClelland and Dorn 1999:
fig. 15b). [329]

Fig. 11.15 A partial list of deceased veterans named “Smith,” from the
Directory of Names at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Given
are the name, rank, service, birthdate, deathdate, home town,
and panel and line number locating the name on the
memorial (Tufte 1990:43). [330]

Fig. 11.16 Table organizing verbal, mathematical, and graphic language
into the steps that lead from basic parts to conceptual
exposition (Owen 1986:171, fig. 8.17). [331]

Fig. 11.17 Timeline diagram of New York City’s weather in 1980
effectively summarizes 2,220 numbers (Tufte 1983:30). [332]

Fig. 11.18 James Elkins’ (1999:80) trilobed model of the graphic
catalogue. [335]

Fig. 11.19  Section of the annals history in the Codex Mexicanus (72),
which records natural and climactic phenomena for the years
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10 House (left) to 13 Flint (right). An earthquake rocked the
land in 10 House, in 11 Rabbit there was a hailstorm so severe
that the fish in the lake died, a plague of grasshoppers
descended to devour the corn in 12 Reed, and 13 Flint was
parched by drought (courtesy of the Bibliotheque Nationale,
Paris). [336]

Almanac listing the twenty day signs and their patrons or
mantic influences, Codex Borgia 22b—24 (reconfigured from
1993 edition). [338]

Almanac grouping the twenty day signs with six travelers,
Codex Borgia 55 (1993 edition). [339]

Diagram of the in extenso almanac presenting the 260 days of
the cycle in 5 registers that span 8 pages, reading right to left,
Codex Borgia 1-8 (1993). [340]

Page 1 of the in extenso almanac in Fig. 11.22 (Codex Borgia
1993). [341]

Codex Féjervary-Mayer 1 (1971 edition). [343]

Diagram of the 260-day almanac on Féjervary-Mayer 1
(1971). [344]

Byrhtferth’s diagram of the Christian world (Kauffmann
1975:pl. 21). [345]
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