
P O L I T I C S A N D H I S TO RY I N T H E
T E N T H C E N T U RY

This book stands at the intersection of recent work in historiography
and the study of political culture in the early Middle Ages. It takes the
autograph manuscript of a tenth-century monk, Richer, as a point of
entry into the author’s world, and asks how he and his contemporaries in
the religious and intellectual community of Reims engaged in Frankish
politics.

By shifting focus from the events and actors that typically occupy center-
stage in political theatre to the writing of history and its authors, it offers a
sustained reflection on the relationship between politics and history. As a
case study it aims, ultimately, to articulate new possibilities for the study of
early medieval political culture and, at the same time, to provide a model
for a type of historical inquiry in which the development of questions and
the exploration of possibilities stand more prominent than the conclusions
drawn from them.
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Nearly a decade ago I began research for a dissertation whose source base
was to be, in large part, narrative texts written in the west Frankish lands –
roughly, the lands that would become France – during the decades on
either side of the year 1000. I arrived in Paris in the fall of 1994 intending
to spend the year exploring the manuscripts of some of these texts that
were located at the Bibliothèque Nationale or available on microfilm at
the Institut de Recherches et d’Histoire des Textes. I planned to spend a
couple of months working on each of the several texts that would serve
as the core of my study. Two years later, when I returned to the States, I
was still working through the textual, paleographical, and codicological
problems of the first text on my list and the single manuscript in which it
is found. Were it not for the fact that it is now, for a variety of reasons, time
to move on, to turn to those other texts and thus to return to my original
project, I might still be trying to solve some of the puzzles that manuscript
presents. In any event, this book thus represents a fairly lengthy deviation
from the course I originally set for my dissertation research, a detour that
has, over and above what I have learned about political, religious, and
intellectual culture in the early Middle Ages, taught me a great deal about
the study of the past and the practice of history. I have also learned a lot
about myself.
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what unorthodox ways. I am also fortunate to have enjoyed the support
of more than my share of kind friends and colleagues. Some have read
drafts of one or another chapter or even the entire book; others have
no idea what the book is about or do not even grasp fully what it is
a medieval historian does but have nevertheless supported my research
in meaningful ways. I wish I could acknowledge here by name all of
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N O T E S O N T H E N O T E S A N D O T H E R
C O N V E N T I O N S

References within the notes are typically in a shortened form; com-
plete references for all works cited are to be found in the bibliography.
References to the work of Richer refer first to the folio of his autograph
manuscript (Bamberg, Hist. 5), then to the book and chapter as indicated
in the recent edition of Hartmut Hoffmann, and finally to the page in that
edition: Richer, Historia, f. ##, ##.##, ##. I should perhaps also note
that I have not cited comprehensively the work of other scholars who have
used or commented on the passages in Richer’s work discussed herein.
Readers should nonetheless understand an implicit suggestion through-
out that, in addition to whatever references I offer, they should consult,
for comparison, the three most recent and extensive studies of Richer’s
work: W. Giese, “Genus” und “Virtus”: Studien zu den Geschichtswerk
des Richer von Saint-Remi (Augsberg, 1969); H. Hoffmann, “Die His-
torien Richers von Saint-Remi,” DA 54 (1998) 445–532; and H.-H.
Kortüm, Richer von Saint-Remi: Studien zu einem Geschichtsschreiber des 10.
Jahrhunderts (Stuttgart, 1985).

All translations in the text are my own. I have, however, often checked
them against the translations of previous scholars, particularly in the case
of Richer. For all translated quotations in the body of this study, the
original text can be found in the notes. Quotations discussed exclusively
in the notes have not been translated. In Richer’s case, because there are
so many minor stylistic revisions and corrections to the manuscript, I
have not always noted all of the revisions and changes in my quotation
but have, instead, often quoted merely the final version of the passage.
Those interested in changes not discussed in my notes or the main text
should therefore consult the critical apparatus of Hoffmann’s edition.

Finally, in order to distinguish between saints and places named for
them, I have used a hyphen for the latter. Saint Remigius is therefore the
man for whom the monastery of Saint-Remigius is named.
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