
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-83376-9 — Hume's 'A Treatise of Human Nature'
John P. Wright
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment



Abstract, Hume’s
publication of, , 

abstraction, , –
and association of ideas, 
and customary conjunctions, 
Berkeley’s theory, 
Hume’s theory, 

Academic philosophy, see skepticism, 
Academic skepticism

ad hominem fallacy, 
Adam, 
Addison, Joseph

on pleasures of the imagination, 
afterlife

fear of and hope in, 
ambition

and escape from total skepticism, 
Anderson, Robert F., 
anger, , , , , , , , , 

, 
animal spirits, –, , , , , , , , 

, , , , , 
elevation of, 
rejected by Newtonians, 

Ardal, Pall, , 
Aristotle

on association of ideas, 
on habit and moral character, 

artifi cial virtues, see also justice; virtue and 
vice, artifi ciality or naturalness of

approved because of utility and 
sympathy, 

association of ideas, , see also custom and 
habit, imagination, natural relations

and abstraction, 
and belief, 
and complex ideas, 
and indirect passions, , , , 
and probability, 

and strengthening of feelings, 
and sympathy, 
and transfer of mental energy, , 
analogy with universal attraction, –
as source of irrationality, –, 
causes of

Cartesian theory, –
Hume’s hypothesis, , 
Newtonian theory, 
unknown, 

distinguished from comparison of ideas, 


double relation of ideas and impressions, 
–

history before Hume, –, –
Hume’s  principles of

resemblance, contiguity and causation, 


mistaken for a necessary connection, 
–, 

the unifying principle of the Treatise, 
–

Atwood, Margaret, 

Bacon, Francis
experimental method of, , , 

Baier, Annette, , , , , , , 
, , 

Barfoot, Michael, , 
Baxter, Andrew, 
Baxter, Donald, 
Bayle, Pierre, 

Hume’s early reading of, 
idealism in geometry, 
infl uence on Hume’s Treatise, 

Beebee, Helen, , , 
belief, –, see also probability

and sympathy, 
a feeling, 

Index

www.cambridge.org/9780521833769
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-83376-9 — Hume's 'A Treatise of Human Nature'
John P. Wright
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Index 

causes of, –
eff ects of, –
force and vivacity of an idea, , , 
impervious to rational doubt, 
in demonstrations, 
nature of, –
not a voluntary act, 
not the basis for moral distinctions, 

–
Bell, Martin, 
benevolence, , , , , , –, 

, , 
and desire, 
and moral sense in Hutcheson, , 
and natural virtues in Hume, –
as instinctive, 

Bentham, Jeremy, xiv
Berkeley, George, 

infl uence on Hume’s Treatise, 
on abstraction, 
on skepticism, 
on the existence of matter, –
theory of vision, 

Blackburn, Simon, 
body, see also external objects

common sense belief in, –
defi ned, 
no legitimate idea of, –
philosophical belief in, –

indirect realism or double existence, 
–

the modern philosophy, –
skepticism concerning, –
source of belief in, –

coherence and mental inertia principle, 
–

constancy and coherence defi ned, 
–

constancy and identity substitution 
principle, –

not derived from reason, 
not derived from the senses, –

Boyle, Robert, , 
brain traces

and imagination, –
and impression of necessary connection, 


and the copy principle, 

Bristol
Hume’s sojourn in, , –

Broughton, Janet, , 
Brutus, Marcus, 

Buckle, Stephen, 
bundle theory, see personal identity
Burnet, Gilbert

exchange with Francis Hutcheson, 
Butler, Joseph

experimental method of, 
infl uence on Hume, xii, –
on moral character and active habits, 

–
on the object of the passions, 
suggests problem of induction, 

calm passions
and character, –
and reason, xii–xiii
and strength of mind, , 
calm vs. violent, –
instinctive, 
mistaken for reason, 

Cartesian philosophy, 
compared with Hume’s, –, 
occasionalism of, 
skeptical doubts in, , –

Cato of Utica, 
causal maxim, , –

based on experience, –
not known by demonstration or 

intuition, –
truth of, not denied by Hume, 

causal reasoning, see also induction; 
probability

based on input of nature, 
Locke on, , , 
narrower and wider senses of, , , 


not based on demonstration or intuition, 


causation, see also necessary connection

and materialism, 
a natural and philosophical relation, 
a principle of association of ideas, 
an inconstant relation, 
defi nitions of, –

as determination of the mind, 
as regularity, 
imperfection of, 

discovered by experience, 
impression of, –
necessity is essential to, , 
no insight into, 
of ideas by impressions, –
ontology of, 

www.cambridge.org/9780521833769
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-83376-9 — Hume's 'A Treatise of Human Nature'
John P. Wright
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Index

causation (Cont.)
requires temporal contiguity, , 
skepticism concerning, –

cause and eff ect
and contiguity in space and time, 
and succession, 
as a principle of association, 
ideas are inadequate representations of, 

–
ignorance of, 
necessary connection of, 
no knowledge of, 
reasoning about, –
resemblance between, 
separability of ideas of, 
supposed inseparable, –

causes, contrary, , , 
Chambers, Ephraim, 

on ‘imagination’, 
on ‘impression’, 
on Pyrrhonian skepticism, 

chance or indeterminism, see also liberty, of 
indiff erence

rejected by Hume, , 
character, 

and judgment of moral responsibility, –
and judgment of unexercised virtue, 

–
and predictability of action, , , 
and strength of mind, 
changeability of, , , 
formed through custom, , –, 

, 
judged from an impartial point of view, 

–
motivation for action, 
of just person, how formed, 
permanence and moral judgment, , 


Charles I, 
Cheyne, George, –, 

mysticism of, 
chivalry, Hume’s essay on, –
Cicero, Marcus Tullius, , 

and Academic skepticism, 
Hume’s reading of, , 

Clarke, Samuel, 
on the causal maxim, 
rationalism in morals, , , 
war of reason and passion, –

coherence, defi ned, –
Cohon, Rachel, , 

common life
beliefs of, 

complex ideas, –
and association of ideas, 

constancy, defi ned, –
constant conjunction, , see also experience

and belief in causal power, 
eff ect on inference, 
of action with motive, character, and 

circumstance, 
contiguity

as a principle of association of ideas, 
spatial, 
temporal

required by causes and eff ects, , 
contract, original

Hume’s rejection of, 
conventions of justice and language, how 

adopted, 
copy principle, –

and meaning, 
and origin of idea of necessary 

connection, 
exception to, 
formulation by Hume, 
proofs of, –

courage, , , , , 
Coventry, Angela, 
Craig, Edward, 
Cullen, William, 
curiosity, or love of truth

motivates excape from total 
skepticism, 

custom, see custom and habit
custom and habit, see also association 

of ideas
and abstraction, 
and association of ideas, –
and belief in the uniformity of nature, 


and causal reasoning, , 
and experience, 
and formation of brain traces, 
and indoctrination, , , 
and the origin of justice, , , 

–
an instinct or mechanical tendency, 


as cause of the idea of necessary 

connection, 
cause of inductive inference, , 
defi ned, 

www.cambridge.org/9780521833769
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-83376-9 — Hume's 'A Treatise of Human Nature'
John P. Wright
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Index 

determines
belief in reality, , 
moral character, , –, 

in Hutcheson’s philosophy, 
in Locke’s philosophy, , , 
in Malebranche, 
indirect cause of belief in the causal 

maxim, 
infl uences the passions, xii
operates unconsciously, 
source of impartial point of view, –

Darwall, Stephen, xiv
Darwin, Charles, 
defi nitions of cause, –
demonstration, –, , see also 

knowledge, demonstrative
and correspondence to real relation of 

ideas, 
Descartes’ philosophy founded on, 
impossibility of the contrary, 
not source of belief in causation, 
not source of moral judgments, 
results in knowledge, 

depression, Hume’s, see Disease of the 
Learned

Descartes, René, 
belief in external existence, 
infl uence on the Treatise, 
on freedom of the will, 
philosophy compared with Hume’s, –
skepticism of, , –

Design, argument to
accepted by Hutcheson, 
critiqued by Hume, 
in Hume’s Treatise, 

desire and aversion
as direct passions, , 

desires
do not arise from reason alone, 
not representational, –
rational desires in Hutcheson and 

Malebranche, –
whether unreasonable, –

determinism, xii, , , , –, 
–, see also necessity, of human 
actions

Dicker, George, 
direct passions, –, see also passions, 

direct
direct realism, see realism, direct
Disease of the Learned, –, –

Mandeville on, –
distinctions, see also separability principle

of perceptions, 
of reason, 

double existence, see realism, indirect
double relation of ideas and impressions, 

–
Downing, Lisa, 
Dudgeon, William, , 
duty

and honesty, –, 
and moral aff ections, , 
and refl ection on utility, 
aff ects action, 
exists prior to discovery by reason, 



Elizabeth I, 
Emerson, Roger, 
Enquiry concerning human understanding

compared with the Treatise, viii, –, 
, –, , , , 

Enquiry concerning the principles of morals
compared with the Treatise, –, , 

, , 
existence, belief in, see belief
experience, see also constant conjunction

as basis of the causal maxim, 
defi ned by Hume, 
gives no insight into causal connection, 


reasoning from, see causal reasoning
the basis of induction, –

experimental method, see method, 
experimental

external objects, see also body; realism
and perceptions, –, , –
origin of belief in, –
supposed specifi cally diff erent from 

perceptions, –, –, –, , 
–, –, –, –, 

external world
belief in, xiv–xv, –

facility of transition
and imagination, –

fear and hope
and belief in an afterlife, 

fi ctions of the imagination, , , , , 
, , , , , , , 

defi ned, 
force, see power

www.cambridge.org/9780521833769
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-83376-9 — Hume's 'A Treatise of Human Nature'
John P. Wright
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Index

force and vivacity, , see also mental energy; 
animal spirits

and belief, , 
and the diff erence of impressions and 

ideas, 
maintains belief in opposition to reason, 
not transferred through reason, , 
of belief in body, 
of the idea of self, 
transferred through imagination, , –

France
Hume writes Treatise in, –
Newtonian philosophy in, 

Frasca-Spada, Marina, 
free will

Descartes on, 
mistaken belief in, –, –

Galileo Galilei, 
Garrett, Don, , , , , 
Gay, John, 
Gay, Peter, 
general rules, , , 

cultural infl uence on pride and 
shame, 

geometry
Hume’s realism in, 

Gill, Michael, , , 
greatest happiness principle, xiv, 
Grotius, Hugo, 

Haakonssen, Knud, 
habit, see custom and habit
Haller, Albrecht von, 
Harris, James, , , 
Hartley, David, 
hatred (contempt), , , 
Herdt, Jennifer, 
Hobbes, 7 omas, , –

account of state of nature, 
moral theory of, 
on the causal maxim, 
war of all against all, 

Home, Henry, , 
infl uence on Hume, 

Hooke, Robert, , 
human nature, see also science of human 

nature; imagination; passions, etc.
uniformity of, –

Hume, David
education of, , 
family background, 

illness of, see Disease of the Learned
new Scene of 7 ought, 
religious doubts, –
writings on religion, , 

humility, see shame
Hutcheson, Francis, , 

and argument to design, 
and defense of Shaftesbury, 
aesthetic theory, 
association of ideas in, –
experimental method of, 
moral philosophy, xiii

Hume’s criticisms of, –, –, 
–

Hume’s debt to, , 
Hume’s early reading of, 
moral sense, theory of, –
on the greatest happiness principle, 


on ultimate ends, 
on virtue and vice, 
opposition to Hobbes and Mandeville, 


on rational or calm desires, 
reason, defi nition of, 
response to Hume’s Treatise, –

hypotheses
in Hume’s philosophy, –, 

concerning association of ideas, –
concerning belief, 

Newton on, 

ideas, see also perceptions
abstract

Berkeley on, 
Lockean theory of, 
rejected by Hume, 

adequacy of
required for knowledge, 

as copies of simple impressions, –
as inadequate representations of causes, 


association of, see association of ideas
caused by resembling impressions, –
converted to impressions, 
defi ciency of, , 
diff er only in degree from impressions, 

, 
double aspect of, 
force and vivacity of, , See belief, 

nature of
force and vivacity transferred to, 
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how caused by impressions, –
lively ideas aff ect the will and passions, 
nature of, –
obscure and confused, , 
of cause and eff ect

defi ciency of, 
origin of, x, –
represent objects which are absent, , 

–
simple and complex, –
use of word contrasted with Locke’s, 

identity, see also identity substitution 
principle; personal identity

a probable or inconstant relation, 
determined by causal reasoning, 
perfect

requires invariableness and 
uninterruptedness, , 

qualitative and quantitative identity
confused, 
distinguished, 

identity substitution principle, xi, –, , 
, –, 

belief in material substance, 
source of belief in body, –, 
source of belief in personal identity, , 

, –
identity, personal, see personal identity
imagination, see also association of ideas

and brain traces, –, 
and facility of transition, –, –
as source of basic beliefs, 
as the basis for human understanding, 
Cartesian theory of, x, –

distinguished from pure 
understanding, 

defi ned, 
distinguished from reason, –
fi ctions of, , , , –, , –, 
identity substitution principle, –, 

, , , , , 
mental inertia principle, –
strong principles of, in

confl ict, 
trivial qualities of, , 
weak and strong principles of, 

immorality
not based on false beliefs, –

impression
of necessary connection, –

impressions, see also sense perceptions & 
passions

are internal and mind-dependent, –
as feelings, 
cause resembling ideas, –

mechanism of, –
clarity and distinctness of, 
distinguished from ideas, –
divided into passions and sensations, 

, 
double aspect of, 
force and vivacity transferred from, 
how identifi ed, 
meaning of the term, 
nature of, –
of necessary connection, –
of the senses

mind-dependence of, –
simple and complex, –
standard notion of before Hume, –
transfer of force and vivacity, 

indirect passions, see passions, indirect
indirect realism, see realism, indirect
induction, , , –, see also 

probability; causal reasoning
based in experience, –
caused by custom and habit, –
justifi cation of, xv, , 
presupposes uniformity of nature, 

–
problem of, –

suggested by Butler, 
insight, 

and knowledge, x, 
implied by some philosophical 

relations, 
into causal power

Locke’s view, 
rejected by Hume, , , , , , 

, 
source of belief in, –, 

into the nature of perceptions 
themselves, 

introspection
not Hume’s method, , , 

intuition, see knowledge, intuitive
is/ought dichotomy, 

Jacob, Margaret, 
Jacquette, Dale, 
James, William, 
Jardine, Lisa, 
joy and grief, 
judicious spectator, –
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justice, see also artifi cial virtues
concerns property, 
distinguished from natural virtues, 
moral approval of, 
moral obligation of, –
moral sentiments of

fi xed by custom, , 
how formed, 

origin of
 sources of human confl ict, 
convention arises through custom, 
from judgment/understanding, 
motivated by self-interest, , –
no natural motive of, –
not based on an original contract, 
serves the public interest, 

Kail, Peter, , , , , , , , 
Kant, Immanuel, 

on Hume on causation, 
Kemp Smith, Norman, see Smith, Norman 

Kemp
knowledge, see also insight

demonstrative, , –
degenerates to probability, 
involves necessity, 

distinguished from probability, 
implies necessity, 
intuitive, 
moral, whether possible, 
no knowledge of causation, 
reality of, 
relations are constant, 
requires adequate ideas, 
requires insight, x, 

into essences, 
Kuehn, Manfred, 

La Flèche
Hume writes Treatise in, 
Jesuit college at, –

Laird, John, 
laws of nature, 
libertarianism, see free will; liberty, of 

indiff erence
liberty, see also will; free will

and voluntary actions, 
and necessity, xi–xii, –
of indiff erence, , , 

mistaken belief in, –
sensation of, 

of spontaneity, 

Locke, John, , , 
and the experimental method, 
argument for the causal maxim, 
association of ideas in, –, 
custom and habit, 
experimental method of, 
Hume’s critque of

on induction, –
insight into some causal connections, 


‘natural’ relations in, 
on abstract ideas, 
on causal reasoning, , 
on power, 
on the argument to design, 
on the existence of God, 
on thinking matter, , 

Loeb, Louis, xv, , , , 
love and hatred

and moral approval and disapproval, 
have other persons as their objects, 

, 
produced by subjects related to others, 

madmen, 
Malebranche, Nicolas, , , 

calm desires vs. passions, 
imagination, theory of, –
infl uence on Hume’s Treatise, , 
occasionalism of, , , , 
science of man and theory of natural 

relations, 
Mandeville, Bernard, xiii, , 

experimental method of, 
Hume’s reading of, 
infl uence on Hume, 
moral theory, , 

Hume’s criticism of, , , 
Hutcheson’s criticism of, 

on the Disease of the Learned, –
on virtue and vice, 
origin of virtue, 

materialism, 
mathematics, see knowledge, demonstrative
matter

activity in, , 
modern conception of, –

McCracken, Charles, , 
Meditations of Descartes, –, –
melancholy, see also Disease of the Learned

philosophical, 
and skepticism, , 
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religious, , 
mental energy, see also force and vivacity; 

animal spirits
economy of, –, 
transfer of, 

mental inertia principle, –
metaphysics, , , , , , , , , 

, 
established maxim of, 

method
Cartesian vs. Humean, 
experimental, –, see also induction; 

probability
and Royal Society, , 
and theory, 
hypotheses in, –, 
in moral vs.natural sciences, 
not introspective, , 

Millican, Peter, 
mind, see also mind/body relation; soul

bundle theory, –
Cartesian notion of, 
like a theatre, 
study of, 

mind/body relation, –, , –
Hume and materialism, , 

minima, perceptual, 
miracles

Hume’s argument against, , 
modern philosophy

skepticism concerning, –
Moore, James, , , –, 
moral distinctions

reality of, –
moral judgments

and sympathy, 
aff ect action, –, –
constituted by pleasure and pain, –
fourfold scheme of, –
made from an impartial point of view, 

–
not based in immutable relations, 

–
not based on reason, –
primacy of usefulness to self and others, 

–
moral philosophy

association of ideas in, –
free rider problem, –, 
Hume’s distinguished from Hutcheson’s, 

, , 
moral rationalism, –, , 

criticism of, –
moral relativism, 
moral skepticism, –
moral subjectivism, , , 
of the ancients, 
origin of Hume’s, –
question of artifi ciality or naturalness in, 

–
moral responsibility

and determinism, –
moral sense, xiii

as instinctive, rejected by Hume, , 
contrast with sympathy, , 
in Hutcheson’s philosophy, –, 
in the Deity, 

moral sentiments, 
and formation of character, –
and sympathetic consideration of utility, 


of justice, how formed, 
question concerning the source of, 
reality of, 

morality, see character, moral; virtue and vice
acting from sympathy is the source of, 


an object of feeling, not reason, 
judged by a judicious impartial spectator, 

–
natural uncultivated ideas of, , 
not a war between reason and passion, 

–
not based in reason, –
not based on beliefs, –
regards only human nature and human 

life, , 
sense of, see duty

Mossner, E.C., 
motives, 

and determinism, –, , , , 
Mrs. Jellyby, 
mysticism, 

Hume’s views on, , , 

national characters, 
natural abilities, –
natural belief, see also supposition, natural

defi ned by Kemp Smith, 
natural relations, see also relations, natural; 

association of ideas
in Locke’s philosophy, 
Malebranche’s theory of, 

natural suppositions, see supposition, natural
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natural virtues, see also virtue and vice, 
artifi ciality or naturalness of

distinguished from justice, 
preliminary account

based on natural passions, –
partiality of, 

revised account
based on utility, –

natural vs. philosophical relations, , , 
–

natural, meaning of the term, 
naturalism, Hume’s, , See science of 

human nature
nature as teacher, 
necessary connection, see also necessity; 

power
as essential to causation, 
as external to the observer, , –
as unintelligible, 
impression of, –

and brain traces, 
meaning of term, 
natural supposition of, –
no insight into, 
not perceived in external objects, , 

–
not perceived in the mind itself, –

necessity, xi–xii, see also liberty and necessity, 
necessary connection, power

and demonstrative knowledge, 
and hidden causes, 
and moral responsibility, –
and voluntary action, –
in the physical world, –, –
is never perceived, 
objective, –
of causes, 

mistaken for logical inseparability, 
of human actions, 
projected on to objects, –

Newton, Isaac
on hypotheses, 
on the argument to design, 
theory of nervous transfer, 

Newtonian philosophy, 
and association of ideas, 
absolute space and time

are inconceivable, 
in France, 
reference in the Treatise, 

Ninewells, 
Norton, David F., 

objects, external, see body
obligation, see also duty

and motivation to be just, 
moral, 
natural, 
rationalist view of, 
to be honest, 

occasionalism, see also Malebranche, Nicolas: 
occasionalism

Hume’s rejection of, , –
not Descartes’ view, 

other minds, –
Owen, David, 

passions
and reason, , , –
aff ected by belief, 
as principles of action, 
calm vs. violent, –
direct, , –

depend on modalities, 
desire and aversion, 
hope and fear, 
joy and grief, 

distinguished from rational desires by 
Hutcheson, 

founded on pleasure and pain, 
idea of a passion

converted to an impression, 
indirect, –, –

and moral judgment, –, 
associational mechanism, –
object is self or other person, 
subject (cause) of, –

not representational, –
philosophy of, 
usual force is source of natural virtues, 

Penelhum, Terence, 
on Hume on other minds, 

perceptions, see also sense perceptions
and external objects, –, , 
as distinct existences, –, see also 

personal identity
division into impressions and ideas, 
division into simple and complex, –
double aspect of, –
nature of, 
of the senses, –

person, see self; other minds
personal identity, , –, see also self

a fi ction of the imagination, 
explanation of belief in, –

www.cambridge.org/9780521833769
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-83376-9 — Hume's 'A Treatise of Human Nature'
John P. Wright
Index
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Index 

Hume’s second thoughts on, –
the bundle theory, –
understanding the problem, –

phenomenalism
not Hume’s view, , –

philosophical melancholy, see melancholy, 
philosophical

philosophical relations, –, 
constant
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