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Every effort has been made in preparing this book to provide accurate and
up-to-date information which is in accord with accepted standards and
practice at the time of publication. Although case histories are drawn from
actual cases, every effort has been made to disguise the identities of the
individuals involved. Nevertheless, the authors, editors and publishers can
make no warranties that the information contained herein is totally free
from error, not least because clinical standards are constantly changing
through research and regulation. The authors, editors and publishers
therefore disclaim all liability for direct or consequential damages
resulting from the use of material contained in this book. Readers are
strongly advised to pay careful attention to information provided by the
manufacturer of any drugs or equipment that they plan to use.
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Preface

Much infertility today, particularly in North America, Europe, and Australia, is managed by
gynecologists. As a consequence, few infertility clinicians receive adequate training in the
management of male infertility. Thus, when a male patient arrives in the clinic, clinicians
may have a problem in determining the correct management of this type of infertility.
Owing to a lack of understanding of the causes of male infertility and, in particular, due to a
failure to come to a diagnosis, various forms of assisted conception are used in these
patients that may either not be necessary or are used without an understanding of the
underlying cause and pathophysiology of the infertility.

This book has therefore been written with the gynecologist in mind. It is not a comprehen-
sive textbook of andrology – and, indeed, it is not meant to be. It is designed to help clinicians
understand underlying pathologies that can result in male infertility and guide more rational
treatment.

I have several people to thank for help in the preparation of this book. First and
foremost, my thanks are due to Christian Ottolini, Steven Yovich, and Jesmine Ying –
embryologists at the PIVET Medical Centre – who provided me with some of the illustra-
tions for this book, as well as to Dr Ronnie Cohen and his staff at Uropath in Perth. Many
thanks must also go to Blake Manners, the Medical Artist at the Queen Elizabeth II Medical
Centre for many of the line drawings in this book. I must also thank Dr John Yovich for
allowing me to write this book and for providing me with both office space and access to a
computer.

I must also, of course, thank the staff of Cambridge University Press, for all their
patience during the preparation of this book.

Overall, it has been a pleasure for me to write this book and I hope that it will be of help
to the many gynecologists who work in infertility clinics and face the, often difficult,
problems that can give rise to infertility in men.
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