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Roman Warfare surveys the history of Rome’s fighting forces from their

inception in the seventh century BCE to the fall of the Western Empire

in the fifth century CE. In nontechnical, lively language, Jonathan P.

Roth examines the evolution of Roman warfare over its thousand-year

history. He highlights the changing arms and equipment of the soldiers,

unit organization and command structure, and the war and battles of

each era. The military narrative is used as a context for Rome’s changing

tactics and strategy and to discuss combat techniques, logistics, and other

elements of Roman war. Political, social, and economic factors are also

considered.

Full of detail, up to date on current scholarly debates, and richly

illustrated with halftones and color plates, Roman Warfare is intended for

students of the ancient world and military history.

Jonathan P. Roth is a professor of history at San Jose State University.

A scholar of Roman military history, he is the author of The Logistics of

the Roman Army at War.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-83028-7 - Roman Warfare
Jonathan P. Roth
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521830287
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambr idg e In t roduct ion to

Roman C i v i l i z a t ion

-
Cambridge Introduction to Roman Civilization is a program of books

designed for use by students who have no prior knowledge of or

familiarity with Roman antiquity. Books in this series focus on key

topics, such as slavery, warfare, and women. They are intended to serve

as a first point of reference for students who will then be equipped to

seek more specialized scholarly and critical studies. Texts in these vol-

umes are written in clear, jargon-free language and integrate primary

texts into a synthetic narrative that reflects the most up-to-date research.

All volumes in the series will be closely linked to readings and topics and

presented in the Cambridge Latin Course.
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second century CE. Listing the names of soldiers

and the prices of various items ranging from bacon

to a horse, it may represent the accounts of a
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does this reflect reality or is it an artistic convention? 181

43 The tombstone of an auxiliary cavalryman named
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a couch in civilian dress; his horse and a military
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44 A painting of Vindolanda near Hadrian’s Wall, around

200 CE, as reconstructed by Peter Connolly. Note the

tightly packed barracks, the stone wall, and the town

growing up outside the fort’s gate. 188
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women. Such brutality toward conquered peoples was

not viewed negatively but as a sign of Roman strength. 193
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with shields held overhead, protected them from

missiles hurled by the defenders. 196
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legionaries form a testudo or tortoise formation. Such
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48 Roman auxiliaries, probably dismounted cavalry, attack

Dacians in a scene on Trajan’s Column. Note the
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49 The emperor Trajan is shown on his column conferring

with high-ranking officers. This image emphasizes his

actual participation in battle, in contrast with emperors
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Decebalus of Dacia, threatened with capture, commits
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brought the king’s head to Trajan. 201

51 The foundations of a small stone fort, or mile castle,

that served as a base for the soldiers patrolling a section

of Hadrian’s Wall. The wall was built in the 120s CE

to protect the northern frontier of the province of

Britain. 204

52 This second-century CE bronze helmet of the Weisenau

Type was found near Hebron, Israel, then in the

province of Judaea. It may date to the Bar Kokhba

Revolt of 132–135 CE. 206
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feet reads disciplina, “military discipline,” suggesting

that this image represents an ambulatio or training march. 207

54 The army marches over a pontoon bridge in a scene on

Trajan’s Column. As an artistic convention, each soldier’s

pack is shown held high over his head to make it visible,

although in fact his shield was strapped onto his back

and the pack slung over it. 209

55 A relief representing the Roman virtue of clemency

(clementia) as being exhibited by a conqueror. Here,

Emperor Marcus Aurelius spares the lives of two

barbarians begging for mercy. 211

56 In a scene on the sarcophagus of Hostilian, who ruled

Rome for one month in July 251 CE, the emperor is

shown leading soldiers to victory over barbarians.

In fact, Hostilian never fought in battle. 217
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relief found in the legionary fortress at Mogontiacum
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