
THE NEO-VYGOTSKIAN APPROACH TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT

For the first time, the neo-Vygotskian approach to child development is intro-
duced to English-speaking readers. Russian followers of Vygotsky have elaborated
his ideas into a theory that integrates cognitive, motivational, and social aspects of
child development with an emphasis on the role of children’s activity as mediated
by adults in their development. This theory has become the basis for an innova-
tive analysis of periods in child development and of the mechanism of children’s
transitions from one period to the next. In this book, the discussion of the neo-
Vygotskians’ approach to child development is supported by a review of their em-
pirical data, much of which have never before been available to English-speaking
readers. The discussion is also supported by a review of recent empirical find-
ings of Western researchers, which are highly consistent with the neo-Vygotskian
analysis of child development.

Yuriy V. Karpov is Professor and Associate Dean at the Graduate School of
Education and Psychology of Touro College. He did his undergraduate and grad-
uate studies and then worked as a faculty member at the School of Psychology
of Moscow State University, the center of Vygotsky-based studies in the former
Soviet Union. His studies on the implementation of Vygotsky’s ideas in educa-
tion, psychological assessment, and the analysis of child development have been
published as books, chapters, and journal articles in Russian, English, and Spanish.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521830125 - A Neo-Vygotskian Approach to Child Development
Yuriy V. Karpov
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521830125
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


THE NEO-VYGOTSKIAN

APPROACH TO CHILD

DEVELOPMENT

YURIY V. KARPOV
Touro College

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521830125 - A Neo-Vygotskian Approach to Child Development
Yuriy V. Karpov
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521830125
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press
40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521830126

C© Cambridge University Press 2005

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2005

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Karpov, Yuriy V., 1957–
The neo-Vygotskian approach to child development / Yuriy V. Karpov.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 0-521-83012-5
1. Vygotskifi, L. S. (Lev Semenovich), 1896–1934. 2. Child development. I. Title.

HQ767.9.K363 2006
305.231 – dc22 2005006331

ISBN-13 978-0-521-83012-6 hardback
ISBN-10 0-521-83012-5 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for
the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or

third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this book
and does not guarantee that any content on such

Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521830125 - A Neo-Vygotskian Approach to Child Development
Yuriy V. Karpov
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521830125
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


The book is dedicated to my parents, Viktor Ioffe and

Sofya Karpova.
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