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Preface

A History of Korean Literature has been written to meet the needs of students
and general readers who wish to know the main outline of Korean literature.
It reflects the latest scholarship on all genres and periods and traces the
development of Korean literature — encompassing literary works written
in the hyangch’al system, literary Chinese, and the vernacular after the
invention of the Korean alphabet in the mid fifteenth century. Unlike
Chinese and Japanese literature, however, a large number of Korean classical
works are not yet available in translation. Thus, translations presented here
are mostly my own. Unlike other literary histories, we have avoided current
jargon or theory because we want this history to be useful for more than
a decade. When contemporary theory and criticism are useful in reading
a text, however, we have employed it. Throughout, we are mindful that
this is a narrative history of Korean literature, combining both history and
criticism, addressed to the English-speaking reader. Topics in the general
introduction include canon and ideology, traditional generic hierarchy,
and other critical issues central to an understanding of Korean literary
history. We have allotted more space to twentieth-century literature, but
here the names swarm and the treatment is inevitably cursory. Minor figures
are omitted so that attention may be focused on major writers and their
representative works, the ones most likely to be read. Although there is no
such thing as an innocent eye, we have tried to steer clear of ideological
readings — nationalist, populist, or leftist.

Generally, chapters on traditional literary genres tend to be shorter than
those on twentieth-century literature, because they aim simply to provide
basic information on the main authors, works, schools, and movements
of the period, genre, or form. What the student and the general reader
need is accurate data — not always provided by books in Korean pub-
lished in Korea and books in English published in the English-speaking
countries. Proportionally, treatments of twentieth-century literature tend
to be long for at least two reasons. The Korean literature written in the

xiil
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Xiv Preface

twentieth century exceeds in volume all the Korean literature in the ver-
nacular since the invention of the Korean alphabet in the mid fifteenth
century. To date, however, there is no accurate and reliable account of ei-
ther poetry or fiction in Korean. Another reason for assigning more space
to contemporary literature has to do with the demand of students. Most
graduate students are especially interested in twentieth-century literature.
All but one of my graduate students, for example, specialize in the subject —
and the same is true in other East Asian literature departments in the West.
The reasons are not far to seek: the study of classical Korean literature
requires many years of rigorous training in literary Chinese and Middle
Korean as well as thorough knowledge of Korean language and literature,
Korean historical and other indigenous culture, Korean reception of Con-
fucian canonical texts, Chinese histories and literature, at least one other
literature besides Korean, and, finally, literary theory, Korean as well as
Western.

As in Chinese literature, most known authors in Korea are male. Women
known by name include exceptional female entertainers (such as Hwang
Chini who wrote both in literary Chinese and in Korean) or middle- or
upper-class women dating mostly from the eighteenth century. Only one
Silla song is attributed to a woman. Clear signs of the lyric persona and the
abundant use of honorific verbal endings in Kory6 songs, however, indicate
that not only the lyric speaker but also the performer was female. Some
portions of anonymous sijo and kasa, moreover, are probably by women.
We wish to recover neglected works by women writers and reexamine
the criteria of a traditionally male canon. Gender is a factor in certain
genres, as women writers chose szjo, kasa, letters, prose essays, and stories
as their favored forms of expression in late Choson. To present the literary
achievement of women writers in the present objectively, we have assigned
separate chapters to women scholars of the subject (Chapters 20, 22, and
24). Their contributions demonstrate considerable variation in approach,
scope, and style, but as teachers of Korean literature they have sought to
share their perspectives and knowledge with the reader.

A word should be said on collaboration. Given our essential agreement
on matters of literary theory and methodology, Professor Kim Hiinggyu
and I first decided to collaborate on the project. Chapters are undertaken
on the basis of research interest and previous publications. Later, Professors
Ch’oe Yun, Kim Chéngnan, Kwon Yongmin, Carolyn So, and Ho-min
Sohn agreed to join in our endeavor. I contributed the introduction, part
of Chapter 1, and Chapters 2 to 11, part of Chapter 14, and Chapters 17, 18,
and 21; Kim Hunggyu wrote Chapters 1213, 1516, and part of Chapter 14;
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Preface XV

Ch’oe Yun, Chapter 24; Kim Chongnan, Chapter 22; Kwon Yongmin,
Chapters 19, 23, and 25; Carolyn So, Chapter 20; and Ho-min Sohn, the
introductory essay on the Korean language in Chapter 1.

Kim Hiinggyu and Kim Uch’ang first suggested the project. I would
like to thank my collaborators for their contributions, which offer such a
variety of viewpoints, and the translators of chapters originally written in
Korean: Chong Chinbae, Mickey Hong, Jennifer Lee, Julie Park, Youngju
Ryu, and Peter Yun. It was my good fortune to have been encouraged
by several colleagues and friends and to have had the chance of learning
from the students I have taught. Kim Hunggyu, Kwon Yongmin, and Pack
Nakch’ong obtained books for me.

A glossary, with sinographs, provides information on Chinese literary
genres used by Korean writers as well as authors, works, and technical terms
that will be useful to the reader. Those who wish access to the important
primary texts concerning the sociopolitical, intellectual, and cultural back-
ground may turn to Peter H. Lee (ed.), Sourcebook of Korean Civilization,
2 vols. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1993-1996), also available
now in Italian: Fonti per lo Studio della Civilta Coreana, 3 vols. (Milan: O
barra O, 2000—2002); Peter H. Lee et al. (eds.), Sources of Korean Tradition,
2 vols. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1997—2001); and Ki-baik
Lee, A New History of Korea (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,
1984).

Linda Bree of Cambridge University Press furthered and followed the
progress of my work. I owe special thanks to anonymous readers of the text
for their helpful suggestions and to my editor, Don Yoder, who encouraged
me in a difficult time and offered many tactical suggestions.

This history was written over a period of time during which I received
generous support from the UCLA Academic Senate and the Korea Research
Foundation. I record my profound thanks to both.

PETER H. LEE
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Note on the text

For complete author’s name, title, and publishing details of the works cited
in short form, see the Bibliography. The romanization of Korean names
follows the McCune-Reischauer system and certain suggestions made in
Korean Studies 4 (1980):111-125. The apostrophe to mark two separate
sounds (as in the word han gitl) has been omitted throughout. Dates for
rulers of China and Korea are reign dates without 7. They are preceded
by birth and death dates if required. All Korean dates are converted to the
Western calendar.

Works cited frequently in the notes have been abbreviated according to
the following list. All Korean-language texts were published in Seoul unless
otherwise indicated:

ACKS Akchang kasa (Words for songs and music). In Wonbon
Hanguk kojon ch’ongso. Taejegak, 1972

AHKB Song Hyon, Akhak kwebom (Canon of music). Yonse
tachakkyo Inmun kwahak yonguso, 1968

CHKY Hwang Suyong, ed., Chitngbo Hanguk kiimsok yumun
(Augmented epigraphic remains of Korea). Ilchisa, 1978

CKK Chosen kosho kankékai (Old Korean Books Publication
Society)

CN Nam Hyoon, Ch’ugang naenghwa (Literary miscellany of
Nam Hyoon). CKK, 1909

(A Kuksa p’yonch’an wiwonhoe, ed., Choson wangjo sillok

(Veritable records of the Chos6n dynasty [an annalistic
history compiled by a royal committee after the death of a
king]). 48 vols. 1955-1958

cY Yi Sugwang, Chibong yusol (Literary miscellany of Yi
Sugwang). CKK, 1915
HHS Fan Ye et al., Hou Hanshu (History of the Later Han). 12

vols. Peking: Zhonghua shuju, 1963

xvi
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Note on the text xvii

HHST Hanguk hyondae simunhak taegye (Modern Korean Poetry
Series). Chisik sanopsa ed.
HKMT Hanguk kojon munhak taegye (Classic Korean Literature

Series)

JKS Journal of Korean Studies

KJ Korea Journal

KMC Koryo myonghyon chip (Collected works of renowned
worthies of the Koryd dynasty). Taedong munhwa
yonguwon

KRS Chong Inji et al., Koryo sa (History of Koryd). 3 vols.
Tongbanghak yonguso, 1955-1961

KS Korean Studies

KT Koryo taejanggyong, 48 vols. Tongguk tachakkyo, 1957-1976

KYS Sim Chaewan, ed., Kyobon yoktae sijo chonso (Variorum
edition of the complete sijo canon). Sejong munhwasa, 1972

NP Yi Chehyon, Nagong pisol (or Yogong p aesol ) (Lowly
jottings by old man “Oak”). (KMC 2:1973)

PaC Yi Illo, Pahan chip (Jottings to break up idleness) (KMC
2:1973)

PoC Ch’oe Cha, Pohan chip (KMC 2:1973)

PS Yi Kyubo, Paegun sosol (Jottings by the retired gentleman
White Cloud) (KMC 1:1973)

SGSG Kim Pusik, Samguk sagi (Historical records of the Three
Kingdoms), ed. Yi Pyongdo. 1977

SGYS Iryon, Samguk yusa, (Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms),
ed. Ch’oe Namson. Minjung sdgwan, 1954

SGZ Chen Shou, Sanguo zhi (History of the Three Kingdoms).
5 vols. Peking: Zhonghua shuju

SH Siyong hyangak po (Notations for Korean music in

contemporary use). In Wonbon Hanguk kojon ch ongso.
Taejegak, 1972

SJIK Seoul Journal of Korean Studies

SL Peter H. Lee, ed., The Silence of Love: Twentieth-Century
Korean Poetry. Honolulu: University Press of Hawaii, 1980

SPK Ho Kyun, Songso pokpu ko. In Ho Kyun chonjip (Collected
works of H6 Kyun). Taedong munhwa yénguwon, 1972

™S S6 Kojong, Tong munson (Anthology of Korean literature in
Chinese). 3 vols. Kyonghtii ch’ulp’ansa, 1966-1967

18 So Kojong, Tongin sihwa (Remarks on poetry by a man from

the East), ed. Chang Hongjae. Hagusa, 1980
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7YC Yi Kyubo, Tongguk Yi-sangguk chip (Collected works of
Minister Yi of Korea). Tongguk munhwasa, 1958
YMC Yijo myonghyon chip (Collected works of renowned worthies
of the Yi dynasty). 4 vols. Taedong munhwa yonguwon,
1984-1986
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Korean dynasties

Old Choson (2333-194 BC)

Wiman Choson (194108 BC)

Puy6 (?—346)

Pon Kaya (42—532)

Kogury6 (37 BC — AD 668)

Paekche (18 BC — AD 660)

Silla (57 BC — AD 935)

Parhae (698—926)

Koryd (918-1392)

Choson (1392-1910)

. Taejo (1335-1408; r. 1392-1398)

. Chongjong (1357-1419; 1. 1398—1400)
. T’aejong (1367-1422; 1. 1400—1418)

. Sejong (1397-1450; 1. 1418—1450)

. Munjong (1414-1452; r. 1450—1452)

. Tanjong (1441-1457; 1. 1452-1455)

. Sejo (1417-1468; r. 1455-1468)

. Yejong (1450-1469; 1. 1468-1469)

. Songjong (1456-1494; 1. 1469-1494)

. Yonsangun (1476-1506; r. 1494—1506)
. Chungjong (1488-1544; 1. 1506-1544)
. Injong (1515-1545; 1. 1544-1545)

. Myongjong (1534-1567; . 1545-1567)
. Sonjo (1552-1608; r. 1567-1608)

. Kwanghaegun (1575-1641; . 1608-1623)
. Injo (1595-1649; 1. 1623-1649)

. Hyojong (1619-1659; 1. 1649-1659)

. Hyonjong (1641-1674; r. 1659-1674)
. Sukchong (1661-1720; 1. 1674-1720)
. Kyongjong (1688-1724; 1. 1720-1724)

O coN O\ A W N -
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21. Yongjo (1694-1776; 1. 1724—1776)

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

Chongjo (1752-1800; 1. 1776-1800)
Sunjo (1790-1834; r. 1800-1834)
Honjong (1827-1849; . 1834-1849)
Ch’6lchong (1831-1864; . 1849-1864)
Kojong (1853-1907; r. 1864-1907)
Sunjong (1874-1926; r. 1907-1910)
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Glossary

Akchang kasa %%%: (Words for songs and music). Anonymous compila-
tion of song texts dating from Kory6 and early Choson.

Amitayus #&#F#. Buddha of Infinite Life, or Amitabha #&X8#, the
Boddha of Infinite Light who presides over the Western Paradise.

Analects (Lunyu #35). Confucian canonical text memorized by students in
China and Korea in the past. Consisting of 20 chapters divided into
497 sections, it is a collection of statements made by Confucius and his
disciples.

An Chohwan %Z%#% (or Chowon, fl. 1777-1800). Author of Manon sa %A
(An exile’s life).

An Chonggi $+%471(n.d.). North Korean writer of verse.

An Ch’uk &# (1282-1348). Author of two kyonggi-ch’e songs: “Kwandong
pyolgok” B (Song of Diamond Mountains, c. 1328 or 1330) in
8 stanzas, and “Chukkye pyolgok” i1t (Song of the bamboo stream,
1348) in 5 stanzas — both in idu and Chinese.

An Hamgwang %&¥%: (1910-82). North Korean writer of fiction who wrote
Choson munhak sa (History of Korean literature, 1956).

An Hoenam #1%# (1910-66). Writer of fiction who was drafted to work
in a coal mine in Kyushu by the Japanese. Returning to Korea after the
liberation, he went north and was purged in 1966.

aniri °F12. Spoken passages in p ansori.

An Kukson %B#% (1854—-1928). Author of Kumsu hoeiii rok BB &#Ek (Pro-
ceedings of the council of birds and beasts, 1908) who published Korea’s
first collection of stories in the twentieth century.

An Minyong &3 (1816-86?). Professional singer of sijo and coeditor of
Kagok wollyu %% (Sourcebook of songs, 1876). He addressed 10 sijo
to plum blossoms.

An Sokkyong & (1718—74). Author of Sapkyo mallok Ei%%# (Random
records at Sapkyo).

xx1
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xxii Glossary

An Sugil #% % (1911—77). Writer of fiction including Pukkando 388 (North
Jiandao, 1959), which celebrates the Korean farmers’ attachment to land
in their diasporic settlement in northern Manchuria.

Arai Hakuseki ### &4 (1657-1725). Japanese scholar, historian, and poet in
Chinese.

Avalokite$vara Bt##. “One who observes the sounds of the world,” bo-
dhisattva %8 of compassion.

Ban Gu ¥ (32—92). Compiler of Qian Hanshu %i#% (History of the
Former Han).

Bodhisattva. One who arouses the thought of supreme perfect enlight-
enment and is intent on achieving buddhahood by practicing the six
(sometimes ten) perfections: donation, morality, patience, vigor, medi-
tation, and wisdom.

Bo Juyi BE% (772-846). Tang poet widely read in Korea and Japan, es-
pecially his “Changhen ge” &i#% (Song of everlasting sorrow, 806) and
“Pipa xing” &7 (Song of the lute, 816).

Book of Changes (Yijing %% or Zhouyi A%). Divination manual with a list
of 64 hexagrams composed of 6 lines, unbroken or broken once in the
middle, and a number of later speculations.

Book of Documents (Shujing &% or Shangshu #1&). Confucian canonical
text consisting mostly of speeches attributed to kings and ministers in
laconic language.

Book of Filial Piety (Xiaojing %#%). One of the 13 Confucian canonical texts,
it takes the form of a colloquy between Confucius and his disciple Zeng
Shen €2 (505—436 BC) on filial devotion as the cornerstone of all moral
action.

Book of Songs (Shijing ##€). China’s oldest anthology of poetry and one of
the Confucia canonical texts. The 305 songs are divided into airs (feng &),
1-160; lesser odes (xiaoya /1MH), 161-234; greater odes (daya X%§), 235—65;
and encomia (sung %), 266—305.

Cao Pi X (187—226). Eldest son of Cao Cao and first ruler of the Wei.
Wrote verse and “Lun wen” #23Z (Discourse on literature), included in
Wenxuan SGE.

Ch’ae Chegong ¥4 (1720-99). Choson statesman and writer who op-
posed suppression of Catholics.

Ch’ae Mansik 2281 (1902—50). Writer of fiction such as 7 angnyu (Muddy
currents, 1937) and 7 aep yong ch'onha (Peace under heaven, 1938), a
satirical portrayal of how tradition clashes with the new materialism.

Chang Chiyon 3&&# (1864—-1921). Journalist and anti-Japanese writer of
a biographical fiction, Aeguk puin chon ZEFAME (Life of a patriotic
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woman, 1907), on Joan of Arc who was burned at the stake on 30 May
1431 at age 19.

Changhwa Hongnyon chon %1ex15% 4 (Tale of Rose Flower and Pink Lotus).
Popular traditional narrative story about an evil stepmother and two
stepdaughters.

Ch angjak kwa pip yong Bt ##t3F (Creation and criticism). Influential quar-
terly begun in January 1966 under the direction of Pack Nakch’ong with
the intent of strengthening the social function of literature; later became
an organ of nationalist and committed writers.

Ch angjo 8l (Creation, February 1919 — May 1921). Korea’s first literary
coterie journal published by Korean students studying in Japan, first
in Tokyo then in Seoul; published stories of naturalistic realism and
romantic poems such as Chu Yohan’s “Pullori” (Fireworks).

Changhkki chon %71 (Tale of a pheasant cock). Anonymous traditional
narrative story, a fictionalized version of “Ballad of the Pheasant Cock,”
already current in middle to late eighteenth century.

Changkki taryong 371#1% (Ballad of the pheasant cock). One of the 12
pansori pieces but no longer extant. Its content might have been the
same as the narrative story.

Chang Kyongse ®#Ht (1547-1615). Scholar and poet who passed the 1589
examination and wrote a sijo sequence of 12 songs.

Chang Manyong % &2 (1914—77). Imagist poet known for pictorial quality.

Chang P'ungun chon %BZEM (Tale of Chang P’ungun). Anonymous tradi-
tional narrative story in Korean about the protagonist Chang’s tribula-
tions; separated from his parents, he ultimately finds his father.

Chang Tokcho 547 (b. 1914). Woman writer of fiction including historical
fiction.

Chang Yonghak #%## (b. 1912). Writer drafted into the Japanese army
during the Second World War. His story “Yohan sijip” (Poems of John
the Baptist, 1955) is said to have been influenced by Sartre’s La Nausée
(1938). His full-length fiction, Wonhyong i chonsol (Legend of a circle,
1962), concerns the tragic nature of the postwar human condition in
Korea.

Chang Yu #if (1587-1638). Passed the 1609 examination and was known for
his Chinese prose in the Tang and Song style; collected works published
as Kyegok chip B4 %.

chapka ¥% (miscellaneous songs). Songs sung by roving actors and
professional singers, usually to the accompaniment of music, such as
“Sipchang ka” +#t# (Song of ten strokes); less refined than kagok and
sijo songs.
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chapki %2 (literary miscellany). Korean counterpart of the Chinese b4
%3 and the Japanese zuihitsu 8% written in plain-style Chinese about
current events, along with prose portraits, and literary criticism.

Chi Haryon #3# (pen name of Yi Hyonuk, 1912—-60). Woman writer,
Im Hwa’s second wife, who delved into the hypocrisy of patriarchy and
investigated woman’s selthood. She went north in 1947.

chingol ®# (True Bone). The highest stracum of Silla aristocracy.

chinsa ¥+ (literary licentiate). Candidates for civil-service examination who
were required to compose one rhymeprose and one old-style poem,
each based on the topic and rhyme provided; 100 successful candidates
qualified to enroll in the Royal Confucian Academy.

Cho Chihun #:2# (1920-68). Poet and critic who made his debut in 1939
with polished and ornate poems; later wrote social poetry.

Cho Chongnae #%2k (b. 1943). Writer of fiction who focused on the reality
of Korea’s division and tried to trace its origin in a 10-volume historical
fiction, T aebaek sanmack (1T’ acback mountain range, 1983-89).

Cho Chonsong ##7# (1554—1628). Writer of a sijo sequence of 4 songs, “Hoa
kok” *¢52h (Calling a boy).

Cho Chun ##% (d. 1405). Supporter of General Yi S6nggye, who founded
the state of Choson; 2 sijo are attributed to him.

Ch’oe Cha ##: (1188-1260). Author of Pohan chip #F% (Supplementary
jottings in idleness, 1254), a collection of anecdotes and poetry criticism.

Ch’oe Ch’ansik &% (1881-1951). Early twentieth-century writer of fiction —
for example, Ch uwol saek # At (Color of the autumn moon, 1912).

Ch’oe Ch’iwon #80# (b. 857). Silla writer who passed the Tang examination
for foreigners in 874 at age 18 and served as secretary to Gao Bian at the
time of the Huang Qiao ## rebellion (874). After returning to Korea
he led a retired life. His collected works, Kyewon pilgyong [chip] H3a%8t
(%] (Plowing the laurel grove with a writing brush), preface dated 886,
are included in the Chinese collectanea Sibu conghkan Va8,

Ch’oe Chonghuii ##® (1912—90). Woman writer of fiction who declared
she was a “woman with the lamp of her heart always lit.”

Ch’oe Hae #1 (1287-1340). Koryo writer who wrote “Yesan tinja chon”
Blkg %M (Life of the hermit Yesan), an autobiographical narrative in the
third person.

Ch’oe Haenggwi %178 (late tenth century). Translator of Great Master
Kyunyo’s #10 (923—73) 11 Buddhist songs into Chinese in 967.

Ch’oe Haksu #34 (n.d.). North Korean writer of fiction.

Ch’oe Harim #%# (b. 1935). Poet who wrote internalized poetry of
engagement.
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Ch’oe Inho #1=¥ (b. 1945). Writer of bestsellers and serious fiction
concerned with the world’s discord and falsity disguised by the ruling
ideology.

Ch’oe Inhun #1% (b. 1936). Writer of fiction and drama who prefers the
dramatization of ideas and the inner life to chronological realism. His
characters are often faceless abstractions — sometimes only a voice.

Ch’oe Kyongch’ang #8 & (1539-83). Poet, statesman, and addressee of one
szjo by Hong Nang #t%.

Ch’oe Malli &% (fl. 1419—44). Opposed use of the new Korean alphabet
invented by King Sejong.

Ch’oe Myonghtii ##® (1945-98). Woman writer of fiction known
especially for her major multi-volume work, Honppul (Soul fire, 1983—
96).

Ch’oe Myongik #84 (b. 1908). Writer of fiction who went north and has
written such historical fiction as So5san taesa (Great Master Sosan, 1956)
about the great monk who organized monk soldiers during the Japanese
invasion of Korea.

Ch’oe Namson ### (1890-1957). Historian and poet who wrote Korea’s
first example of free verse, “Hae egeso sonyon ege” (From the sea to boys,
1908), and sijo; also compiled an anthology of sijo (1928).

Chve Pyongdu t aryong %8753 (Ballad of Ch’oe Pyongdu). Pansori work
that narrates an incident in Wonju, Kangwon province, concerning a
corrupt magistrate Chong who extorted the wealth of Ch’oe Pyongdu (or
Pyongdo). Ch’oe’s tragic story comprises two-thirds of Yi Injik’s fiction
Unsegye #4:57 (A silvery world, 1908). A dramatized version is performed
at Wongaksa theatre.

Ch’oe Schae #8# (1901—37). Writer of class-conscious fiction.

Ch’oe Soktu #%+ (1917—s1). North Korean writer of poetry.

Ch’oe Stingja #F (b. 1952). Woman writer, translator, and critic known
for feminist poetry with her consciousness at its center.

Ch’oe Yong #% (1316-88). Famous Kory6 general killed by the pro-Yi-
Songgye party; 2 sijo are attributed to him.

Ch’oe Yun ## (b. 1953). Woman writer of postmodernist fiction, critic,
and professor of French literature at Sogang University.

Chogwang #1% (Morning light or Korea’s light, November 1935 — Decem-
ber 1944). Monthly omnibus magazine published by Choson Daily; alto-
gether 110 numbers.

Cho Huibaek #®# (late nineteenth century). Author of “Tohae ka” #i#¥%
(Song of crossing the sea, 1875) concerning his trip from Cholla to
Kanghwa Island.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521828589
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521828589 - A History of Korean Literature
Edited by Peter H. Lee

Frontmatter

More information

XxVi Glossary

Cho Kich’on ##X (1913—s1). Farmer’s son who studied in Russia and wrote
such narrative verses as Packtusan (Mount Paektu, 1948), Uri 4 kil (Our
road, 1949), and Choson iin ssaunda (Korea fights, 1951).

Chokpyok ka 7#:5% (Song of Red Cliff). A p ansori work based on an episode
in the Romance of the Three Kingdoms =85 .

Cho Kwangjo #¥itl (1482-1519). Upright Confucian minister who intro-
duced social and cultural reforms but became the envy of the entrenched
bureaucracy and a victim of the 1519 literati purge; later enshrined in the
Confucian Temple.

Cho Myonghui #¥% (1894-1942). Writer of class-conscious fiction.

Chongbi chon 855214 (Tale of Princess Chong). Anonymous traditional nar-
rative fiction in Korean concerning a crown princess who saves her father
and the crown prince from an evil minister’s rebellion.

Chong Chisang &41% (d. 1135). Koryd poet known especially for “Taedong
kang” (Taedong River) or “Songin” (Sending off a friend); later executed
by his poetic rival Kim Pusik for alleged involvement in a rebellion.

Chong Chiyong #8% (1903—50?). Successful prewar poet, known for inven-
tive use of polished language, who wrote some 120 poems between 1925
and 1941. Also served as poetry editor of Kazollik chongnyon 7+&5HF
(Catholic youth, 1933—36) and Munjang 3% (Literature, 1939—41). After
1945 he was unproductive and is presumed to have been killed during
the Korean War.

Chong Ch’al ## (1537—94). Poet, statesman, scholar, and author of 5 kasa
and 79 sijo included in the Songgang kasa 8T %3 (Pine River anthology).

Ch'onggu yadam #5HE# (Unofficial stories from the green hills). Late
nineteenth-century collection of 178 stories in Chinese with realistic
depiction.

Ch onggu yongon ¥ k& (Songs of green hills, 1728). First anthology of szjo
compiled by Kim Ch’6nt’ack; the number of szjo varies according to the
edition.

Chong Hagyu T2 (1786-1855). Writer of a 518-line kasa, Nongga wollyong
ka BFRATH (The farmer’s works and days).

Chong Hwajin 23k (b. 1959). Contemporary woman writer of feminist
poetry.

Chong Hyonjong #%5% (b. 1938). Contemporary poet who initially ex-
plored the questions of death and life’s emptiness. Later he wrote witty,
more accessible poems about the unity of humans and nature and merg-
ing the self into the cosmos through transformation and participation.
He is professor of modern Korean literature at Yonsei University.
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Chong Inji #888#E (1396-1478). Scholar and statesman of early Chos6n who
helped King Sejong in his linguistic research that led to the invention
of the Korean alphabet and compilation of such literary works as Yongbi
och’on ka BFRERWK (Songs of Flying Dragons, 1445—47).

Chong lo L& (1354-1434). Writer of “Yolbu Ch’oe-ssi chon” ZU# 4 K4
(Life of Lady Ch’oe of Cholla), whose subject died c. 1379.

Chong Kihwa #8571 (1686-1740). Writer of Ch ongun pongi REAH2 (Basic
annals of the human mind; also called Simsa 0% [History of the mind])
in Chinese.

Chong Kugin T3 (1401-81). Writer of the kasa “Sangch’un kok” A
(In praise of spring).

Chong Mongju 82 (1337—92). Koryo loyalist and scholar widely revered
by posterity; 1 sijo is attributed to him.

Chong Munhyang 8% % (1919-89). North Korean writer of poetry.

Chong Naegyo f2ff (1681—1757). Writer of a preface to Ch onggu yongon
# kS (Songs of green hills, 1728); left 2 sijo.

Chongnyon hoesim kok EEH 0L (Song of a youth’s repentance). Anony-
mous traditional narrative in Korean set in the time of King Injo (1623—
79). The kasa quoted in the story warns of the dangerous allure of female
entertainers.

“Chongsan pyolgok” #iflii (Song of green mountain). Kory6 popular
song consisting of eight 4-line stanzas with the same refrain at the end
of each stanza.

Chong So ##% (fi. 1151—70). Composed the 10-line song “Chong Kwajong”
M= (Regret, c. 1156) at the place of his exile in Tongnae.

“Chongsok ka” #£% (Song of the gong and chimes). Anonymous Koryo
ceremonial song with a 3-line introduction, followed by 5 6-line stanzas.

Chong Sujong chon %7 ) A (Tale of Chong Sujong). Anonymous tradi-
tional narrative about the military prowess of the woman general Chong,
in some 10 editions. Also called Yo changgun chon %#%EM (Tale of a
woman general).

Chong T acje %7 (1612—69). Author of Ch ongun yoniti X# % (Romance
of the human mind) in Chinese.

Chong Tojon &4 (d. 1398). Architect of Choson dynasty institutions and
author of eulogies praising Yi Songgye’s military exploits and the new
capital Seoul.

“Chongup-kun millansi yohang ch’ongyo” I & B R AR E#£4e3# (Song heard
during a rebellion in Chéngiip). Anonymous kasa about corrupt admin-
istration during the late seventeenth century.
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Chong Yagyong T## (1762-1836). Great Practical Learning scholar and
writer of poems about farming and the misery of the people.

Chon Kwangyong 268 (1919—88). Writer of fiction and professor of mod-
ern Korean literature at Seoul National University; awarded the Tongin
prize for a short story “Kapitan Lee” (1962).

Chon Pyongsun B#E (b. 1929). Woman writer of fiction.

Chon Sangguk 2488 (b. 1940). Writer of fiction dealing with Korea’s divi-
sion, the problem of evil, and the meaning of education. Strong fathers
play central roles in his work.

Ch’on Sebong TR (1915-86). North Korean writer of fiction including
Choson ui pom (Spring in Korea, 1991).

Ch onsusok %% (Stones in the spring water). Anonymous 9-volume tra-
ditional fiction in Korean existing only in manuscript. Set in late Tang
China, it concerns the life of the protagonist Wi Pohyong. The edited
version was published in 1972.

Ch’on Yanghui TE# (b. 1942). Woman writer of feminist poetry and
essays.

Chon Yongtack H%# (1894-1967). Writer of fiction who was active in
Christian education.

Cho Pyogam ##% (1908-85). Poet who went north and was active
there.

Cho Pyongsok %4 (n.d.). North Korean writer of poetry.

“Choryong sinhwa” #:##73% (New funny story that loosens the hat strings).
Story in the form of conversation between a scholar going to market and
a scatterbrain going to Seoul that ridicules the changing social situation
of the 1900s; serialized in Zaehan minbo K#tE#H (Korea People’s Press,
14 October to 23 November 1909), signed by “An Idiot” Ffis.

Cho Sehui #t# 8 (b. 1942). Writer of fiction known for a group of stories
dealing with the urban proletariat during Korea’s industrialization in
the 1960s and 1970s. In the story Nanjangi ka ssoaollin chagiin kong
(Dwarf launches a little bowl, 1976) Cho analyzes, through many voices,
the realities of labor and the hypocrisy of society as dislocated workers
oscillate between their anguish and fantasies of flight.

“Chosin” #f&. Story of a caretaker who falls in love with a magistrate’s
daughter in a dream allegory in the Memorabilia of the Three Kingdoms.
This story shares the same motif with such Tang tales of wonder as “The
Prefect of South Branch” and “The World Inside a Pillow” and, later,
records of a dream journey. The theme concerns the ultimate vanity of
striving for worldly renown.

Choson #i# (1392—-1910). Dynasty ruled by the Yi house.
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Choson Daily #i#A#. Korean-language daily from 6 March 1920 to 10
August 1940 when Japanese colonial authorities banned publication;
resumed on 23 November 194s.

Cho Songgi #2# (1638-89). Author of the vernacular fiction Changson
kamiii rok %% (Showing goodness and stirred by righteousness),
written to entertain his mother.

Cho Songgwan =4 (n.d.). North Korean writer of fiction.

Choson mundan #8308 (Korean literary circle). First full-scale literary jour-
nal in Korea; ran from October 1924 to June 1936, twice interrupted in
1927 and 1935. Published new tendency and naturalist works but later
leaned toward anticlass and nationalist works.

Choson p’uroret’aria yesul tongmaeng &4 = 2 # e 2] op ol & & "8 (Korea Artista
Proleta Federatio in Esperanto, KAPF). Formed on 23 August 1925 by 19
members and dissolved on 20 May 1935s.

Cho Uin &&f= (1561-1625). Writer of 3 kasa including “Ch’ulsae kok”
HiZ&d (Song of going out the pass, c. 1617).

Cho Ung chon ##fE (Tale of Cho Ung). Anonymous traditional military
tale in Korean set in Song China.

Cho Wi &f# (1454-1503). Writer of a kasa, “Manbun ka” &##% (Song of
fury), riddled with allusion.

Cho Wihan #### (1558—1649). Writer of Choe Ch'ok chon % (Tale of
Ch’oe Ch’6k) in Chinese on the vicissitudes of the Ch’oe family during
the Japanese invasion.

“Ch’oyong ka” s#a# (Song of Ch’dyong). 8 lines Silla song attributed
to Ch’dyong, son of the dragon king. Also a Koryo dramatic song of
45 lines consisting of 6 parts, to expel evil spirits.

chuangi 1% (tale of wonder). Tales written in literary Chinese from Tang
and thereafter. Features include liberal use of incidental poems, didactic
commentary at the end, and a narrator who is also witness to the event.
Korean examples present variations in form and style, with supernatural
elements. Kim Sistup’s Kuimo sinhwa €%%75& (New tales from Gold Turtle
Mountain) is an early Korean example.

Chu Huich’sl #33 (n.d.). North Korean writer of poetry.

Chumong %% (37-19 BC). Founder of Koguryd & whose exploits are
celebrated in ##E# “Lay of King Tongmyong” by Yi Kyubo (1169—
1241). The grandson of Haemosu ### and a daughter of the River Earl,
he was born from an egg.

Chungang % (Center, November 1933 — September 1936). Monthly
omnibus magazine published by Choson Chungang Daily @%+ R B#,
altogether 35 numbers.
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Ch’ungdam, Master £ (c. 742—65). Writer of 2 10-line hyangga, “Ch’an
Kip’arang ka” ##&#8% (Ode to Knight Kip’a) and “Anmin ka” &&#
(Statesmanship, 765).

chungin A (“middle people”). Holders of government positions who served
in the technical posts — physicians, translators, interpreters, astronomer-
meteorologists, accountants, law clerks, scribes, governmentartists —and
took the examination for these fields on a hereditary basis. Mostly sec-
ondary sons, they formed the technical specialist class. They were among
the first to espouse Catholicism and proposed an enlightened reform of
government administration. Poets of this class compiled three antholo-
gies of poetry in literary Chinese. Discrimination against secondary sons
was formally ended in 1894.

Ch'unhyang chon #&# (Tale of Ch’unhyang). Punsori fiction stemming
from the sung version. The story exists in woodblock and printed
editions.

Ch’unhyang ka #%&% (Song of Ch’unhyang). One of the 12 p ansori redacted
by Sin Chaehyo.

Ch’up ung kambyol kok ¥BES (Song of longing in the autumn wind).
Anonymous traditional narrative fiction of love in Korean between the
commoners Kim Ch’aebong and Kang P’ilséng set in late Choson when
political corruption was rampant. The story contains a kasa, “Kambyol
kok,” hence the title.

Chu Sebung AHM (1495-1554). Writer of “Oryun ka” Zf# (Songs of five
relations) and other didactic szjo.

Chu Uisik %### (1675-1720). Graduate of the military examination who
served as a magistrate, painted plum blossoms well, and left 14 sijo.

Chu Yohan 4###: (1900—79). Twentieth-century poet who advocated a truly
Korean poetic form based on a study of folk songs.

Chu Yosop ##E% (1902—72). Writer of short stories and longer fiction who
studied in Shanghai and Stanford and taught at Furen University in
Peking (1934—4s5).

Ch’wibari #%°]. Old bachelor or prodigal — archetype of the lively young
merchant in Pongsan mask dance play and Yangju pyolsandae mask dance
play.

ci # (song words or lyric meters). Chinese song form characterized by
prescribed rhyme and tonal sequence and the use of lines of varying
length. Originally ci were lyrics written to tunes imported from Central
Asia, but eventually they became a poetic form without music. The form
flourished in China in the tenth and eleventh centuries.

Daoxuan ## (596-667). Tang monk and author of Shijia shipu Ttz
(Life of the Buddha).
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Diamond Scripture &M (Vajrachedika prajnaparamita sitra). Sutra setting
forth the doctrines of emptiness (Sunyati) and intuitive wisdom (prajia).
There are 6 Chinese translations.

Doctrine of the Mean (Zhongyong #%). A metaphysical chapter in the Record
of Rites included by Zhu Xi 4% in his Four Books (along with Analects,
Mencius, and Great Learning).

Du Fu #:# (710—70). China’s great poet — widely read, studied, and trans-
lated in traditional Korea.

Fan Ye 13 (398—445). Compiler of Hou Hanshu #:¥& (History of the Later
Han).

Five Classics 7i#8. Five Confucian canonical texts: Book of Changes, Book
of Documents, Book of Songs, Record of Rites, and Spring and Autumn
Annals. See Michael Nylan, The Five “Confucian” Classics (New Haven,
200I).

Four Books W®. Analects, Great Learning, Doctrine of the Mean, and
Mencius.

fu B (thymeprose or rhapsody). Chinese poetic form consisting of a com-
bination of prose and rhymed verse of unspecified length. Descriptive
or philosophical, it is often quite long and ornate, the monosyllable x:
appears within or at the end of a line; end rhyme occurs.

Fujii Sadamoto ## % (?1732—97). Japanese historical researcher.

Great Learning, The (Daxue X#8). A chapter on sociopolitical matters in
the Record of Rites included by Zhu Xi in his Four Books.

gushi 7% (old-style verse). Chinese verse genre that emerged in the second
century. A poem consists of tetra-, penta- or heptasyllabic lines of uni-
form length; rhyme and parallelism occur, but without the rules of tonal
parallelism.

Haebang kinyom sijip ki &% (Collection in celebration of liberation,
1945). Anthology of 24 pieces.

Huedong kayo %5%# (Songs of Korea, 1763, 1775). Anthology of sijo
chronologically arranged by Kim Sujang £#&. Two editions exist: the
first contains 568 pieces; the second, 638.

“Haega” #% (Song of the sea). Song sung by the people when Lady
Suro Kk#*%A, wife of Lord Sunjong ##%, was kidnapped by the sea
dragon.

Hahoe pyolsin shamanist ritual FEH#HZ, Mask play held as village ritual
at the New Year in Hahoe-dong, Andong county, North Kyongsang
province. Consists of 12 acts (kori) and contains religious elements.
Topics include poverty of commoners and satire of apostate monks and
the gentleman class (yangban). The dialogue is not transmitted, but the
ritual itself is considered the oldest and best of extant rites.
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Ha Kinch’an ®## (b. 1931). Writer of fiction whose topics include the
effects of war on rural people and how Japanese and Western civilizations
destroyed communal values and customs.

“Hallim pyolgok” @# 5 (Song of Confucian scholars, c. 1216). The re-
frain kui ottohaniikko? 3 Av1dtn (How about that?) recurs in the
fourth and sixth lines of each of 8 stanzas in Chinese and particles
and refrains in Korean, whose text is preserved in Words for Songs and
Music.

Han Chongim @44 (b. 1964). Contemporary woman writer of fiction.

Han Malsuk ## (b. 1931). Woman writer of fiction.

Han Musuk #Z#& (1918—93). Woman writer of fiction whose Mannam
(1986) has been translated as Encounter: A Novel of Nineteenth-Century
Korea.

Hansan kosa #/E+ (Retired gentleman of Hansan, n.d.). Writer of a
762-line kasa, Hanyang ka (Song of Seoul, 1844).

Han Sorya #Z% (1901-63). Writer of fiction who was also active in the
North.

Han-ssi samdae rok #E=R# (Three-generation record of the Han clan).
Anonymous traditional roman-fleuve in Korean.

Hanu % (“Cold Rain,” n.d.). Female entertainer known to have exchanged
szjo with Im Che #% (1549-87).

Han Yongun ##% (1879-1944). Buddhist monk, nationalist, and author of
Nim ii ch’immuk (The silence of love, 1926) — 88 poems plus a foreword
and note to the reader. Han is considered one of the great modern Korean
poets.

Han Yu ##& (768-824). Tang poet, prose master, and author of a pseudo-
biography, “Mao ying zhuan” E#if# (Biography of a writing brush).

“Hapkangjong ka” &3 # (Song of Hapkang arbor, c. 1792). Anonymous
kasa about the social ills of the eighteenth century, especially extortion
of the people by local magistrates.

Hoé Chun ## (n.d.). Writer of fiction who went north in 194s.

“Hodu ka” BE¥ (or tanga). Introductory piece such as “Kwangdae ka”
BEXH (Song of the singer) delivered by the pansori singer before the
main work to relax his voice.

Ho Kyun #% (1569-1618). Poet, critic, and writer of prose fiction to whom
Hong Kiltong chon $2% 3 (Tale of Hong Kiltong) is attributed. He was
executed for involvement in a seditious plot.

Ho Nansorhon ##=Z# (Ho Ch’ohiii, 1563-89). Writer of Chinese and
Korean verse and 1 kasa, “Kyuwon ka” B8 (A woman’s sorrow).

Hong Chikp’il #:&5 (1776-1852). Choson writer of prose who excelled in
literary style.
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Hong Huibok #:%i# (1794—1859). Translator of Li Ruzhen’s Jinghua yuan
#ift# (Flowers in the mirror, 1828) as Cheil kion #—%% (The greatest
tale of wonder, 1835—48).

Hongjang #o#t (late fourteenth century). Female entertainer from
Kangniing who befriended Pak Sin #M& (1362-1444) and left a single
szjo. Her beauty and talent were mentioned by such writers as S6 Kojong
®RETE (1420-89) and Chong Ch’ol &t (1573-93).

Hong Kyongnae silgi ¥#%®E (True record of Hong Kydngnae). Hong
Kyongnae (1780-1812), leader of a peasant rebellion in North P’y6ngan,
led a force of 2,000 but government troops took his fortress by storm
and killed him.

Hong Manjong ¥&3% (1643-1725). Critic of poetry in Chinese and prose
fiction who compiled Sihwa ch'ongnim #&&E## (Collection of remarks
on poetry), selections from 22 writers.

Hong Myonghtii ##% (1888-1968). Writer of fiction known for his long
historical work Im Kkokchong #EiE. Based on a mid-sixteenth-century
bandit chief, the work was first serialized in Choson Daily %1% A # (1928—
39) and published in book form in 1948, the year he went north. It is rich
in vocabulary and description of customs during the Choson dynasty.

Hong Nang #® (fl. 1567-1600). Official female entertainer in Hongwon,
South Hamgy6ng, who sent a sijo to Minister Ch’oe Kyongch’ang (1539—
83), a well-known poet in Chinese, at their parting.

Hong Set’ac #:t##% (1653-1725). Poet of commoner origin — a secondary
son who passed the interpreters’ examination in 1675. Hong compiled
Haedong yuju %5 #% (Remaining gems of Korea, 1712), a collection of
poetry in Chinese by writers of the middle people. He also wrote 3
biographical sketches, among them “Kim Yongch’sl chon” €:3c# # (Life
of Kim Yongch’sl). His collected works in 14 chapters were published
in 1731.

Hong Sokchu #:8€/ (1774-1842). Writer who excelled in old-style prose.
His collected works are in Yonchon chip #R%.

Hong Sokchung 4% (b. 1941). Grandson of Hong My6nghiii and North
Korean writer of fiction including Nopsae param (Northeastern wind,
1983—91).

Hong Sunhak #t#% 2 (1842—92). Writer of the kasa, Yonhaeng ka #i7% (Song
of a trip to Peking, 1866).

Hong Tongji #A 4. Nephew of Pak Ch’omji in the puppet play, he has a
naked body in red and even reveals an erect member — a satirical and
humorous character.

Hong Yangho #tE# (1724-1802). Writer of Puksae kiryak At
(Record of the northern pass) in which he used Chinese graphs for
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