
European Integration and Political Conflict

Over the past half-century, Europe has experienced the most radical
reallocation of authority that has ever taken place in peace-time, yet
the ideological conflicts that will emerge from this are only now be-
coming apparent. The editors of this volume, Gary Marks and Marco
Steenbergen, have brought together a formidable group of scholars of
European and comparative politics to investigate patterns of conflict
that are arising in the European Union. Using diverse sources of data,
and examining a range of actors, including citizens, political parties,
members of the European Parliament, social movements, and interest
groups, the authors of this volume conclude that political contestation
concerning European integration is indeed rooted in the basic conflicts
that have shaped political life in Western Europe for many years. This
volume provides a comprehensive analysis of political conflict in the
European Union that will shape the field for years to come.

gary marks is Professor of Political Science at the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, and founding Director of the UNC Center for
European Studies. Marks’ recent books includeMulti-Level Governance
and European Integration (with Liesbet Hooghe; 2001), and It Didn’t
Happen Here: Why Socialism Failed in the United States (with Seymour
Martin Lipset; 2000).

marco r. steenbergen is Associate Professor at the Department of
Political Science, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. His recent
articles include “Measuring Political Deliberation: A Discourse Qual-
ity Index,” Comparative European Politics, 1 (2003): 20–48 (with André
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Preface

This book grew out of three workshops held at the University of North
Carolina Center for European Studies between October 1998 and May
2000 organized by Gary Marks, Marco Steenbergen, David Scott, and
Carole J. Wilson. By the late 1990s the notion that the European Union
was part of an overarching, multilayered polity was commonplace, as was
the conviction that comparative politics provided a powerful set of tools
for analyzing that polity. Scholars of social movements, interest groups,
political parties, mass publics, legislatures, elites, and bureaucracies were
drawn to the study of the European Union both to encompass it within
existing theories and to refine those theories.

This is the intellectual background to our project. Our goal was to bring
together comparativists who could shed light on the underlying structure
of conflict in the European Union and who could relate this to the con-
flicts that shaped politics within European countries. The project draws
on two scholarly traditions: the analysis of cleavages and dimensions of
contestation that stems from the work of Stein Rokkan and Seymour
Martin Lipset, and the analysis of political conflict in the European Union
that originated in the writings of Ernst Haas and Philippe Schmitter.

At the time we were formulating this project we had the sense that we
were engaging fundamentally new questions, or combining old questions
in novel ways. The dimensionality of European integration and its con-
nection to domestic contestation is indeed a relatively new topic. But we
were keenly aware that the line of inquiry that we were pursuing – inves-
tigating the underlying structure of political preferences and of political
conflict – is well established in political science.

We seek to probe a single, fundamental, question in depth: how is po-
litical contestation at the European level connected to that in domestic
arenas? We engage this precise question on a broad front. We examine
how citizens, national political parties, members of the European Parlia-
ment, European political parties, social movements, and interest groups
conceive the issues arising from European integration and how this is
linked to dimensions of contestation in national politics. This research

xiii
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xiv Preface

is only possible because of the efforts of numerous scholars, including
several authors of chapters in this volume, to build data sets. We analyze
Eurobarometer data, manifesto data for national and European political
parties, roll call data for the European Parliament, a survey of MEPs,
European Election Study data, interest group data, Reuters’ reports, and
two expert data sets on national political parties.

The project has been funded by two extraordinary government sources:
a US Department of Education grant for a National Resource Center
in European Studies at the University of North Carolina; and a grant
from the European Union for a North Carolina European Union Center.
This book is truly a transatlantic endeavor, both in funding and in au-
thorship. We wish to thank Ruth Pitts, Associate Director of CES, Carrie
and Lauren Lovelace, for their tireless organizational efforts, and
Erica Edwards, Susan Glover, Heather Mbaye, Moira Nelson, and Sarah
Hutchison for valuable research assistance. Gary Marks wishes to thank
the Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung for providing the
time to work on the conclusion. Ian Budge, Hans-Dieter Klingemann,
Paul Taggart, and Sid Tarrow contributed to our debates at various points,
and John Haslam of CUP expertly guided this project into book form.
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