
the unbound
prometheus
Technological change and industrial
development in Western Europe

from 1750 to the present

Second Edition

DAVID S. LANDES



published by the press syndicate of the university of cambridge
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge CB2 1RP, United Kingdom

cambridge university press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge, CB2 2RU, UK
40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011–4211, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcón 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain

Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org

C© Cambridge University Press 1969, 2003

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1969

Second edition 2003

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

Typeface Bembo 10.5/11.25 pt. System LATEX 2ε [TB]

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 0 521 82666 7 hardback
ISBN 0 521 53402 X paperback



CONTENTS

Preface page vii

Preface to the new edition x

1 Introduction 1

2 The Industrial Revolution in Britain 41

3 Continental emulation 124

4 Closing the gap 193

5 Short breath and second wind 231

6 The interwar years 359

7 Reconstruction and growth since 1945 486

8 Conclusion 538

Epilogue 556

Index 566












































