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EDUARDO GONZÁLEZ CALLEJA

3 Nations in arms against the invader: on nationalist
discourses during the Spanish civil war 45
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PNE Partido Nacional Español – Spanish Nationalist Party

POUM Partido Obrero de Unificación Marxista – Workers’
Party for Marxist Unity

PSOE Partido Socialista Obrero Español – Spanish Socialist
Party

PSUC Partit Socialista Unificat de Catalunya – Catalan Unified
Socialist Party

RE Renovación Española – monarchist elite political
grouping

SEU Sindicato Español Universitario – Spanish University
Students’ Union

UGT Unión General de Trabajadores – Socialist General
Workers’ Union
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Chronology

711 Beginning of Islamic occupation in Iberia. According to
legend, initiated by military Muslim invasion.

718 Battle of Covadonga when, according to historical legend,
King Pelayo expelled the Moors from Asturias, thus initiating
some eight centuries of ‘reconquest’ (the Reconquista).

1085 25 May: Triumphal entry into Toledo of Alfonso VI (in
legend, accompanied by El Cid, warrior champion of Chris-
tian Castile).

1212 Navas de Tolosa – victory of Navarrese over the ‘infidel’.
1479 Union of Catalonia – Aragon with Castile.
1492 Fall of caliphate of Granada to the Catholic monarchs, Fer-

dinand and Isabella. End of Reconquista, marked by expulsion
of Moors and Jews. Beginning of conquest of the ‘New
World’.

1545–63 Ecumenical Council of Trent determining principles of
Catholic Counter-Reformation.

1558 Accession of Philip II. Height of Spain’s global empire.
1563 Founding of monastery of San Lorenzo at El Escorial.
1571 Naval defeat of Turks by papal and Habsburg forces at

Lepanto, in the name of Holy Roman Empire.
1640 Rebellion of Catalonia against government from Castile.
1714 Siege of Barcelona.
1808 2 May: Popular rising in Madrid against the French invasion:

the War of Independence.
1812 March: Liberal Constitution of Cádiz.
1813–14 French withdraw. Restoration of absolutism: Ferdinand VII.
1833–40 Carlist civil war against liberals.
1868 September: Liberal military pronouncement and revolt over-

throws Isabella II.
1873 First Republic. Cantonalist revolt and Carlist War (1870–5).
1874 January: Republic overthrown. Bourbon monarchy restored –

Alfonso XII (December).

xviii
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1898 ‘The Disaster’: Spanish fleet lost in battle with US. Spain
loses last American colonies, including Cuba.

1906 March: Law of Jurisdictions whereby military courts given
power to try political protesters.

1909 July: ‘Tragic Week’ in Barcelona – anti-clerical and anti-
conscription popular protests.

1917 State crisis centred in Catalonia. Culmination of reform
movements amongst sections of bourgeoisie, military and
working class.

1919 31 May: Alfonso XIII consecrates Spain to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus at Cerro de los Ángeles, a hilltop near Madrid,
marking the geographical heart of Spain.

1919–25 War in Morocco. ( July 1921, disastrous Spanish defeat at
Anual.)

1923 September: Military coup led by General Miguel Primo de
Rivera.

1930 January: Fall of Primo dictatorship.
1931 14 April: Proclamation of Second Republic. Alfonso XIII

goes into exile.
27 April: National flag decree: recuperating red, yellow and
purple republican tricolor of the nineteenth century to fly
from all public buildings.
1 May: Pastoral letter of the cardinal primate of Spain, Se-
gura, in barely concealed support of the monarchy.
11–12 May: Church and convent burnings in Madrid,
Málaga and other cities.
May–July: Republican dispositions on religious education
and (20 May) proclamation of ‘freedom of worship’.
July–October: Acts of the provisional government on reform
of schools (laicisation).
14 October: Parliamentary approval of articles 24 and 26 of
the Constitution dealing with religion and the church.
3 November: Decree liberalising marriage and legalising
divorce.

1932 18 January: First anarchist rebellion, Alt Llobregat (Catalonia).
23 January: Dissolution of the Jesuit Company of Jesus
(Jesuits).
10 August: Anti-government insurrection led by General
Sanjurjo fails.
9 September: Approval of Catalan statute of autonomy.

1933 8 January: Second anarchist rebellion (Casas Viejas).
17 March: Law of Religious Confessions and Congregations.

Chronology xix
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1933 3 June: Pius XI’s papal encyclical, Dilectissima Nobis, on
‘oppression of the church in Spain’.
November: Parliamentary elections. Victory of right-wing
republican parties (CEDA and Radical Party).
8 December: Third anarchist rebellion.

1934 6 October: Left-wing insurrections in Asturias and Cataluña.
1936 16 February: The Popular Front alliance wins parliamen-

tary elections. Manuel Azaña becomes head of the govern-
ment.
March: The fascist Falange banned. Its leader, José Antonio
Primo de Rivera, arrested. Street clashes between rightists
and leftists.
10 May: Azaña named president of the Republic. Many
strikes and land seizures.
12 July: A leftist officer of the Republican Assault Guards
assassinated by Falangists.
13 July: Monarchist leader, José Calvo Sotelo, assassinated
while in police custody.
17–20 July: Military rising initiated in Spanish Morocco,
quickly followed in mainland Spain. Beginning of social revo-
lution in areas with strong socialist, republican or anarchist
presence where the rebellion is successfully resisted.
19 July: Prime minister Martı́nez Barrio succeeded by José
Giral, who dissolves the regular army and orders arms to be
distributed to popular militias. General Franco arrives in
Spanish Morocco to head the Army of Africa.
19–20 July: The rebellion is welcomed in Pamplona, Burgos
and Salamanca. It also quickly succeeds, with much violence,
in Seville, Cádiz, Córdoba and Zaragoza.
25 July: Hitler agrees to provide aid to the insurgents.
30 July: Airlift of the Army of Africa to the Iberian Peninsula
with planes supplied by Germany and Italy.
3 August: Aerial bombing of Zaragoza cathedral, home to the
chapel of Our Lady of the Pillar, patroness of Spain, associ-
ated with the Reconquista.
7 August: ‘Execution’ of the Sacred Heart of Jesus at the
Cerro de los Ángeles by republican militia.
13 August: Report of the Roman Catholic primate, Cardinal
Isidro Gomá, to the Holy See which essentially justifies the
war as a religious crusade.
23 August: Killing of nationalist prisoners in the Model
Prison of Madrid.

xx Chronology
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1936 23 August: Creation of Popular Courts to process those
accused of collaborating with the rebellion against the elected
government.
27 August: Red-and-gold national Spanish flag is restored in
the nationalist zone.
30 August: Junta de Defensa Nacional annuls the dispos-
itions of the republican agrarian reform.
4 September: Prime minister Largo Caballero forms a new
Popular Front government, gaining the support of the com-
munist PCE, and reorganises the popular militias. CNT joins
Generalitat, dominated by Catalan nationalist Esquerra and
communist PSUC.
29 September: Junta de Defensa Nacional transfers powers to
Franco who becomes supreme military commander and head
of the government.
6 October: Basque statute of autonomy is promulgated.
October: First aid from the Soviet Union arrives in Spain.
November: Arrival of International Brigades. Nationalists fail
to take Madrid. CNT join Largo government which moves
from Madrid to Valencia.
17 December: Anti-Stalinist POUM expelled from the Cata-
lan government.

1937 7 February: Málaga falls to nationalists.
19 April: Decree unifying political forces of nationalist Spain
with the name of FET y de las JONS, under Franco’s com-
mand.
April: Nationalists begin a major offensive in the north.
Bombing of Basque towns. On 26 April the German Condor
Legion destroys the town of Guernica.
3–8 May: In Barcelona, intense fighting between Marxists
and anarchists of the POUM and the CNT on one side, and
socialists and communists on the other.
17 May: Largo Caballero resigns as prime minister; replaced
by Dr Juan Negrı́n. Some earlier revolutionary reforms are
rescinded.
June: Nationalist troops enter Bilbao.
21 June: Andrés Nin, leader of the POUM, murdered by
Soviet agents.
1 July: collective letter of the Spanish bishops in Franco’s
support issued.
August: Violent dissolution (by republican government
forces) of anarchist Council of Aragón.

Chronology xxi
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1937 31 October: Republican government moves from Valencia to
Barcelona.

1938 12 March: Civil marriages are declared outside the law in the
Nationalist zone. The 1889 Civil Code, under which women
were treated as minors before the law, is reintroduced.
16–18 March: Heavy bombing of Barcelona by the national-
ists.
April: Press Law whereby newspapers become organs of the
state.
5 April: As Francoist troops prepare assault on Catalonia,
Law of Derogation of the Catalan statute of autonomy
pronounced.
14–15 April: Nationalists reach the Mediterranean coast,
north of Valencia. Republican Spain is split in two.
April: Reorganisation of Negrı́n government. Resignation of
Indalecio Prieto.
1 May: Negrı́n offers peace plan to the insurgents (his ‘thir-
teen points’). Franco insists on unconditional surrender.
July–November: Battle of the Ebro. Republican war effort
begins to collapse.
29 September: Munich agreement.

1939 26 January: Barcelona falls. Thousands of refugees flee to
France.
9 February: Law of Political Responsibilities against support-
ers of the Republic.
27 February: Britain and France recognise Franco’s regime.
27 March: General Franco announces Spain’s adhesion to
the Anti-Comintern Pact.
28 March: Madrid surrenders.
1 April: Unconditional surrender of the republican army. US
recognition of regime.
18–20 May: On Ascension Day, Franco rides triumphantly
into Madrid on white horse. Victory parade in Madrid
follows, replicating the ritual of Alfonso VI’s entry into
Toledo.
27 May: Measures introduced against the use of Catalan
language.
July and August: Orders for ‘purging’ of teaching profession.
8 August: Franco’s complete power is legislated in law of
state organisation.
23 September: Law of Widow and Orphans’ pensions for
families of men on the nationalist side only.

xxii Chronology
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1940 1 March: Law ‘Against Freemasonry and Communism’.
18 March: Decree making 1 April (anniversary of the victory)
a national holiday.
1 April: Beginning of work on monumental pantheon of the
‘crusade’, the Valley of the Fallen.
12 July: Reestablishment of the Military Code of Justice for
crimes ‘derived from the Movimiento Nacional’ (civil war).

1953 26 September: Accord between US and Spanish govern-
ments on technical and economic assistance.

1959 1 April: Inauguration by Franco of monumental tomb at the
Valley of the Fallen.
21 July: ‘Stabilisation Plan’ announced as a ‘Decree Law’
aimed at liberalising economy.

1964 Resolutions of Second Vatican Council.
1969 1 April: Thirty years after Franco’s victory, final ‘prescrip-

tion’ of punishments for all ‘criminal acts’ before April 1939
announced.

1975 20 November: Death of General Franco. Juan Carlos is
proclaimed king.

1977 October: Political amnesty decreed by parliament.
1982 October: Electoral victory of PSOE, first socialist involve-

ment in government in Spain since 1936.
1996 March: Election victory of conservative Partido Popular.
2001 11 March: Beatification of 233 priests and religious killed

during the civil war.
2002 November: Under pressure from protest groups, Spanish

Congress approves a motion condemning the coup d’état of
July 1936.

Chronology xxiii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521821789 - The Splintering of Spain: Cultural History and the Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939
Edited by Chris Ealham and Michael Richards
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521821789
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


S
an

 S
eb

as
tia

n
B

ilb
ao

S
an

ta
nd

er

G
ijó

n

O
vi

ed
o

A
S

T
U

R
IA

S
G

A
LI

C
IA

V
al

la
do

lid

B
rih

ue
ga

G
ua

da
la

ja
ra

M
ad

rid
To

le
do

B
ur

go
s

B
A

S
Q

U
E

C
O

U
N

T
R

Y

S
ar

ag
os

sa

H
ue

sc
a

T
ar

ra
go

na

C
A

T
A

LO
N

IA B
ar

ce
lo

na
T

or
to

sa
T

er
ue

l

V
al

en
ci

a
A

lb
ac

et
e M
ur

ci
a

A
lic

an
te

C
ar

ta
ge

na

E
S

T
R

E
M

A
D

U
R

A
B

ad
aj

oz

C
ór

do
ba

S
ev

ill
e

C
ad

iz

T
an

gi
er

s
C

eu
ta

G
ib

ra
lta

r

M
ál

ag
a

M
el

ill
a

G
ra

na
da

Ja
én

S
ie

rr
a 

N
ev

ad
a

A
lm

er
ia

NEW
 C

ASTIL
E

N
A

V
A

R
R

E

A
N

D
A

LU
S

IA

F
R
A
N
C
E

IT
A
L
Y

M
in

or
ca

M
aj

or
ca

Ib
iz

a

R
ep

ub
lic

an
 te

rr
ito

ry

N
at

io
na

lis
t t

er
rit

or
y

0 0

10
0

15
0

20
0 

m
ls

30
0 

km

POR
TUG

AL

M
ap

1
.

T
h
e

d
iv

is
io

n
o
f

S
p
ai

n
fo

ll
o
w

in
g

th
e

re
b
el

li
o
n
,

2
0

Ju
ly

1
9
3
6
.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521821789 - The Splintering of Spain: Cultural History and the Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939
Edited by Chris Ealham and Michael Richards
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521821789
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


M
ap

2
.

T
h
e

d
iv

is
io

n
o
f

S
p
ai

n
at

b
eg

in
n
in

g
o
f

F
eb

ru
ar

y
1
9
3
7
.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521821789 - The Splintering of Spain: Cultural History and the Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939
Edited by Chris Ealham and Michael Richards
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521821789
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


M
ap

3
.

T
h
e

d
iv

is
io

n
o
f

S
p
ai

n
,

A
p
ri

l
1
9
3
8
:

re
p
u
b
li
ca

n
te

rr
it

o
ry

sp
li
t

in
tw

o
.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521821789 - The Splintering of Spain: Cultural History and the Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939
Edited by Chris Ealham and Michael Richards
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521821789
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


M
ap

4
.

T
h
e

d
iv

is
io

n
o
f

S
p
ai

n
,

M
ar

ch
1
9
3
9
,

as
w

ar
d
ra

w
s

to
a

cl
o
se

.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521821789 - The Splintering of Spain: Cultural History and the Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939
Edited by Chris Ealham and Michael Richards
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521821789
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

