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Throughout human history, the fate of languages has been closely linked to po-
litical power relationships. Political shifts in the international system continue
to affect linguistic patterns, which today are still in a state of flux following the
end of the Cold War. This book considers the effects of present-day trends in
global politics on the relative status of languages, and the directions in which
the linguistic hierarchy might develop in the future. What are the prospects
for the continuing spread of English? Will other traditionally prominent lan-
guages such as French and German gain or lose influence? Will languages
such as Arabic and Japanese increase in international status? Will minority
languages continue to lose ground and disappear? Part I of the book considers
theoretical and practical issues, while Part II focuses on language patterns in
the main world regions. Part III considers change and continuity in the global
language hierarchy by focusing on six languages of wider communication.
With its interdisciplinary approach, this book will appeal to researchers and
students of sociolinguistics and language planning as well as of international
relations.
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paulin g. djité is Associate Professor and Research Coordinator in the
School of Languages and Linguistics at the University of Western Sydney,
Macarthur, Australia. Professor Djité has worked in the area of language
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