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Cambridge Introduction to Roman Civilization is a program of books
designed for use by students who have no prior knowledge of or famil-
iarity with Roman antiquity. Books in this series focus on key topics,
such as slavery, warfare, and women. They are intended to serve as a
first point of reference for students who will then be equipped to seek
more specialized scholarly and critical studies. Texts in these volumes
are written in clear, jargon-free language and will integrate scholarship
primary texts into a synthetics that reflects the most up-to-date research.
All volumes in the series will be closely linked to readings and topics
presented in the Cambridge Latin Course.
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This is a brief book on a large and increasingly unwieldy subject. In
the course of its composition, I have imagined it as being perched atop
a pile of scholarship, some of it quite hefty and other parts gossamer
light. The book, of course, bears the imprint of the work of many fine
scholars of previous generations who ventured into what was once new
territory. Now the subject of Roman women seems rather more fami-
liar, if not completely exhausted. By surveying topics that revolve around
the concept and realities of Roman women, I have aimed to make these
accessible to introductory students and laymen while avoiding some of
the boilerplate of the genre. The juxtaposition of text and images offers
a collage that may foil our impulse to match facts and pictures, a crav-
ing too often satisfied in textbooks. The images are taken seriously as
sources of evidence, even when they contradict or only relate obliquely
to ancient literary or historical sources. Amid the touchstones and major
monuments required of such a venture, my discussions ought to suggest
the depth and complexity of the issues without bringing it all to the
surface. Attention is given to the ordinary and everyday aspects of life
rather than to the spectacular and cinematic scenery of ancient Rome.
No book is written without a point of view, and my preferences for the
plebeian and anticlassical are apparent throughout.
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