
The Politics of Evil

In The Politics of Evil, Clifton Crais provides a new interpretation of South
African history, and a fresh approach to the study of power, culture, and
resistance in the modern world. Encompassing all of South Africa’s history in
his analysis, Crais examines the formation of an authoritarian political order
and the complex ways people understood and resisted the colonial state. He
explores state formation as a cultural and political process as well as a moral
problem, and he looks at indigenous concepts of power, authority, and evil,
analyzing how they shaped cross-cultural encounters and the making of a
colonial order. Apartheid represented one of the great evils of the twentieth
century. This book reveals how the victims of apartheid understood the triumph
of this evil in their lives as they elaborated rich and at times violent visions
of a world free of colonial oppression and white supremacy. Professor Crais
concludes by looking at the contemporary political transition, the challenges
to creating a durable democracy, and the persistence of evil in South Africa.

clifton crais is Professor of History at Kenyon College, Ohio. He is a
member of the editorial board of the Journal of Social History and the
International Journal of African Historical Studies and the author of White
Supremacy and Black Resistance in Pre-Industrial South Africa (Cambridge,
1992), co-editor with Nigel Worden of Breaking the Chains, and editor of The
Culture of Power in Southern Africa. He is also the author of a forthcoming
book on the history of poverty, A Century of Sadness: Power and Poverty in
South Africa.
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For Benjamin and Christine
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It is worth listening to those who scorn all human things in comparison with
wealth and do not think there is any place for great honor and virtue except
where riches flow lavishly.

Titus Livy, quoted in Niccolò Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy, trans.
Harvey C. Mansfield and Nathan Tarcov (Chicago, 1996), 271
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