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Entrepreneurship and the Creation of a Wireless World

Wireless entrepreneurs are transforming the way people live and work around
the globe. In the process they have created some of the fastest-growing compa-
nies on the planet. This book candidly tells the story of the birth and explosion
of cellular and wireless communications by focusing on one of the industry’s
pioneers, Sam Ginn. As deregulation and privatization swept the globe, Ginn
and his team at AirTouch Communications fought for and won licenses on
several continents. They built an amazingly successful business using strate-
gic partnerships and joint ventures. In the process, they demonstrated a new
model for global entrepreneurship in a high-tech, information-based economy.
The combination of AirTouch with Vodafone in 1999, and of Vodafone with
Mannesmann in Europe in 2000, has created the largest wireless business in
the world. Vodafone also formed a joint venture with Bell Atlantic to create
Verizon Wireless in 2000, the largest wireless company in the United States.

Louis Galambos is Professor of History at Johns Hopkins University in Bal-
timore, Maryland, and editor of The Papers of Dwight David Eisenhower.
He has written numerous books and articles on entrepreneurship, innovation,
and regulation. He has co-authored books on pharmaceuticals, public pol-
icy, and telecommunications, including Networks of Innovation (Cambridge,
1995), The Rise of the Corporate Commonwealth (1990), and The Fall of the
Bell System (Cambridge, 1986). He is president of the Business History Group.

Eric John Abrahamson is Principal Historian with The Prologue Group. He
has written about telecommunications, banking, legal education, and regu-
lation in California, including a 1994 study of the Pacific Telesis Group. His
research at Johns Hopkins University has dealt with mobile telephony as well
as the birth and management of customer service in the United States and Eu-
rope in the early twentieth century.
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