Cambridge University Press

0521806844 - Race, Citizenship, and Law in American Literature
Gregg D. Crane

Frontmatter

More information

RACE, CITIZENSHIP, AND LAW
IN AMERICAN LITERATURE

In this broad-ranging and powerful study, Gregg Crane examines
the interaction between civic identity, race, and justice in American
law and literature. Crane recounts the efforts of literary and legal
figures to bring the nation’s law into line with the moral consen-
sus that slavery and racial oppression were evil. By documenting
an actual historical interaction central both to American litera-
ture and American constitutional law, Crane reveals the influence
of literature on the constitutional discourse of citizenship. Covering
such writers as Harriet Beecher Stowe, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and
Frederick Douglass, and a whole range of novelists, poets, philoso-
phers, politicians, lawyers, and judges, this is a remarkably original
book, one that will revise the relationship between race and nation-
alism in American literature.

GREGG D. CRANE is Assistant Professor of English at Miami
University. He has been a member of the State Bar of California
since 1986. He has published in American Literary History, American
Literature, Nineteenth-Century Literature and Hastings Constitutional Law

Quarterly.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806844

Cambridge University Press

0521806844 - Race, Citizenship, and Law in American Literature
Gregg D. Crane

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN AMERICAN LITERATURE AND CULTURE

LEditor
Ross Posnock, New York University

Founding editor
Albert Gelpi, Stanford University

Aduvisory board
Sacvan Bercovitch, Harvard University
Ronald Bush, St. John’s College, Oxford University
Wai Chee Dimock, Yale University
Albert Gelpi, Stanford University
Gordon Hutner, Unuversity of Kentucky
Walter Benn Michaels, University of Illinots, Chicago
Kenneth Warren, Unwversity of Chicago

Recent books in this series

127 GIBIAN
Oliver Wendell Holmes and the Culture of Conservation

126 BARRISH
American Literary Realism, Critical Theory and Intellectual Prestige 1880—1995

125 RACHEL BLAU DUPLESSIS
Genders, Races and Religious Cultures in Modern American Poetry, 1008-1934

124 KEVIN J. HAYES
Poe and the Printed Word

123 JEFFREY A. HAMMOND
The American Puritan Elegy: A Literary and Cultural Study

122 CAROLINE DORESKI
Whriting America Black: Race Rhetoric and the Public Sphere

121 ERIC WERTHEIMER
Imagined Emprres: Incas, Aztecs, and the New World of American Literature,
17711876

120 EMILY MILLER BUDICK
Blacks and jJews in Literary Dialogue

119 MICK GIDLEY
Edward S. Curtis and the North American Indian, Inc.

118 WILSON MOSES
Afrocentrism, Antimodernism, and Utopia

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806844

Cambridge University Press

0521806844 - Race, Citizenship, and Law in American Literature
Gregg D. Crane

Frontmatter

More information

117 LINDON BARRETT
Blackness and Value: Seeing Double

116 LAWRENCE HOWE
Mark Twain and the Novel: The Double-Cross of Authority

115 JANET CASEY
Dos Passos and the Ideology of the Feminine

114 CAROLINE LEVANDER
Vouces of the Nation: Women and Public Speech in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature and Culture

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806844

Cambridge University Press

0521806844 - Race, Citizenship, and Law in American Literature
Gregg D. Crane

Frontmatter

More information

RACE, CITIZENSHIP, AND
LAW IN AMERICAN
LITERATURE

BY GREGG D. CRANE

@ CAMBRIDGE

&|5) UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806844

Cambridge University Press

0521806844 - Race, Citizenship, and Law in American Literature
Gregg D. Crane

Frontmatter

More information

PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge ¢B2 2ruU, UK
40 West 20th Street, New York, Ny 10011-4211, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic §207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcén 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain
Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org
© Gregg D. Crane 2002
This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 2002
Typeface Baskerville Monotype 11/12.5 pt. System KIFX 2 [T8]
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
ISBN 0 521 80684 4 hardback

ISBN 0 521 01093 4 paperback

Transferred to digital printing 2003

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806844

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

0521806844 - Race, Citizenship, and Law in American Literature
Gregg D. Crane

Frontmatter

More information

For Leslhe and Loe

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806844

Cambridge University Press
0521806844 - Race, Citizenship, and Law in American Literature
Gregg D. Crane

Frontmatter
More information
Conlents
Acknowledgments X
Introduction I
1 Higher law in the 18505 12
2 The look of higher law: Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
antislavery fiction 56
3 Cosmopolitan constitutionalism: Emerson and Douglass 87
4 The positivist alternative 131

5 Charles Chesnutt and Moorfield Storey: citizenship

and the flux of contract 183
Notes 223
Index 293

X

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806844

Cambridge University Press

0521806844 - Race, Citizenship, and Law in American Literature
Gregg D. Crane

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

Many colleagues and dear friends have generously supported the pro-
duction of this book. My greatest scholarly debt is to Eric Sundquist and
Ross Posnock. But for the instruction each provided and the benchmark
each furnished for literary scholarship, I would not have had either the
wherewithal or the motive to complete this study. Robert Levine, Samuel
Otter, and Brook Thomas gave my book painstaking critical appraisals,
which I have endeavored to put to good use. Portions and incarnations
of the book also received insightful critique from Frederick Crews, Tim
Dean, Jeannine Delombard, Mary Esteve, Dori Hale, Tom Jacobsen,
Waldo Martin, Walter Benn Michaels, Roger Smith, Priscilla Wald, and
Cindy Weinstein. Thanks are also due to Ray Ryan, Rachel De Wachter,
and Audrey Cotterell at Cambridge University Press for their thoughtful
shepherding of my typescript into print.

Of course, over the years of reading and writing, I have also incurred
obligations of a more personal nature. My parents, Robert and Barbara
Crane, nurtured this project with care, counsel, and material support,
as did my parents-in-law, the Honorable Donald and Mrs. Janet Ford.
Judge Ford provided a set of Supreme Court reports and other legal
texts that have greatly facilitated my research, besides making an impos-
ing office prop for an English professor. Ann Ford and Dan Shepherd
made my research at the Library of Congress possible by putting me
up for extended visits, and their earnest expressions of interest in my
research kept me going. Dorothy and Steve Imm gave me much needed
encouragement.

Leslie Ford saw this book through the entire process from start to
finish, and I have depended on her at every step of the process for astute
and honest criticism of my writing and analysis. But my debt to Leslie
is even deeper, as I owe to her the greater portion of my knowledge of

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806844

Cambridge University Press

0521806844 - Race, Citizenship, and Law in American Literature
Gregg D. Crane

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments xi

how conscience and consent mix in a genuine partnership. For giving all
this effort both a point and a counterbalance, I owe my daughter, Zoe,
something in the neighborhood of ten thousand renditions of “It’s a jolly
holiday with Mary.” And there are not enough dog biscuits in the world
to repay Trudy’s constant companionship.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521806844

