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AND THE POLITICS OF COMMUNITY

In Modernist Fiction, Cosmopolitanism, and the Politics of Community,
Jessica Berman argues that the fiction of Henry James, Marcel
Proust, Virginia Woolf, and Gertrude Stein engages directly with
early twentieth-century transformations of community and cosmo-
politanism. Although these modernist writers develop radically
different models for social organization, their writings return again
and again to issues of commonality, shared voice, and exchange of
experience, particularly in relation to dominant discourses of gen-
der and nationality. The writings of James, Proust, Woolf, and
Stein not only inscribe early-twentieth century anxieties about
race, ethnicity, nationality and gender, but confront them with
demands for modern, cosmopolitan versions of community. This
study seeks to revise theories of community and cosmopolitanism
in light of their construction in narrative, and in particular it seeks
to reveal the ways that modernist fiction can provide meaningful
alternative models of community.

   is Assistant Professor of English and Women’s
Studies at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County. She has
published articles on VirginiaWoolf andHenry James. She was the
organizer of the Tenth Annual Conference on Virginia Woolf:
Virginia Woolf Out of Bounds.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521805899 - Modernist Fiction, Cosmopolitanism, and the Politics of Community
Jessica Berman
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521805899
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


MODERNIST FICTION,
COSMOPOLITANISM,
AND THE POLITICS OF

COMMUNITY

JESSICA BERMAN
University of Maryland, Baltimore County

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521805899 - Modernist Fiction, Cosmopolitanism, and the Politics of Community
Jessica Berman
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521805899
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


          
The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

  
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge  , UK
West th Street, New York  –, USA
 Stamford Road, Oakleigh,  , Australia

Ruiz de Alarcón , Madrid, Spain
Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town , South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org

© Jessica Berman 

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

Typeface Baskerville /.pt System Poltype []

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Berman, Jessica Schifs
Modernist fiction, cosmopolitanism, and the politics of community / Jessica Berman.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN    
. American fiction – th century – History and criticism. . Modernism (Literature) –

United States. . James, Henry, – – Political and social views. . Proust, Marcel,
– – Political and social views. . Woolf, Virginia, – – Political and social

views. . Stein, Gertrude, – – Political and social views. . Politics and literature –
History – th century. . Literature and society – History – th century.

. Internationalism in literature. . Community life in literature. . Modernism (Literature)

.  
'. – dc -

    

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521805899 - Modernist Fiction, Cosmopolitanism, and the Politics of Community
Jessica Berman
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521805899
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


For Michael, Emma, and Aaron, of course

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521805899 - Modernist Fiction, Cosmopolitanism, and the Politics of Community
Jessica Berman
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521805899
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Acknowledgments page ix

 Cosmopolitan Communities 

 Henry James 
‘‘The History of the Voice’’: Cosmopolitan’s America 
Feminizing the nation: woman as cultural icon in late James 

 Marcel Proust 
Proust, Bernard Lazare, and the politics of pariahdom 
The community, the prophet, and the pariah: relation in A la recherche

du temps perdu 

 Virginia Woolf 
‘‘Splinter’’ and ‘‘mosaic’’: towards the politics of connection 
Of oceans and opposition: the action of The Waves 

 Gertrude Stein 
Steinian topographies: the making of America 
Writing the ‘‘I’’ that is ‘‘they’’: Gertrude Stein’s community of the subject 

 Conclusion 

Notes 
Index 

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521805899 - Modernist Fiction, Cosmopolitanism, and the Politics of Community
Jessica Berman
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521805899
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments

During the years of writing this book I have incurred many debts. I wish
to acknowledge the generous support of theMrs. GilesWhiting Founda-
tion in the early stages of this project, the DRIF fund of the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County, for a faculty summer stipend in its latter
stages. I also thank the Chairs of the English Department of the
University of Maryland, Baltimore County, Ken Baldwin and James
McKusick, for the support that made completion of this book possible.
I also gratefully acknowledge the support of my colleagues in the

English department at UMBC: Suzy Anger, Leeds Barroll, Raphael
Falco, Joan Korenman, Lucille McCarthy, James McCusick, and Lena
CowenOrlin, whose mentoring in the hallways and via e-mail was both
generous and invaluable. I am also deeply indebted to the members
of the Women’s Studies Co-ordinating Committee and to Rebecca
Boehling, Marjoleine Kars, Joan Korenman, and Carole McCann in
particular for being my intellectual community over the past five years.
Thanks to Ed Ahearn for suggestions along the way and to George
Levine for generously sharing his knowledge at the late stages and to
Mark Hussey, Karen Levenback, and Vara Neverow for their encour-
agement of all things Woolfian.
This book owes its genesis to a remarkable series of teachers. First, I

am grateful to Tony Arenella, Lindsey Chesbrough, and Judy Codding,
whose efforts to create a participatory democracy and a ‘‘Just Commu-
nity School’’ at the Scarsdale Alternative School taught me the personal
and political importance of community. I thank Natalie Zemon Davis,
whose spark propelled me towards history and academia, and Wayne
Booth and Harry Harootunian, who shared both their example and
their learning. I also have the privilege of expressing my deep gratitude
to FrançoiseMeltzer, mentor and friend, who showedme how it’s done.
Finally, there would be no book without the support of Louis and

Katherine Fernandez, Katherine Salhus, and especially my parents,

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521805899 - Modernist Fiction, Cosmopolitanism, and the Politics of Community
Jessica Berman
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521805899
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Benjamin and Ellyn Schifs Berman. To Emma and Aaron and, always
and forever, Michael, I am profoundly grateful.
My thanks also go to Ray Ryan at Cambridge University Press for

believing in this project and to Rachel DeWachter, Leigh Mueller, and
Hazel Barnes for seeing it through.
Portions of this book have appeared previously in print. An earlier

version of part of Chapter  appeared as ‘‘Feminizing the Nation:
Woman as Cultural Icon in Late James,’’ Henry James Review  ():
–. An earlier version of part of Chapter  appeared as ‘‘Reading
Beyond the Subject: VirginiaWoolf’s Constructions of Community,’’ in
Helen Wussow, ed., New Essays on Virginia Woolf (Dallas: Contemporary
Research Press, ), –. I am grateful to the publisher for per-
mission to reprint ‘‘Of Oceans and Opposition: The Action of The
Waves,’’ from Merry Pawlowski, ed., Virginia Woolf and Fascism (London:
Palgrave, ). For permission to reprint selections from the novels,
diaries, and essays of Virginia Woolf, I thank The Society of Authors.
Excerpts from The Waves, copyright  by Harcourt, Inc., and

renewed  by Leonard Woolf, and from Orlando, copyright  by
Virginia Woolf and renewed  by Leonard Woolf, reprinted by
permission of Harcourt, Inc. Excerpt from The Essays of Virginia Woolf,
Volume  by AndrewMcNellie, copyright ©  by Quentin Bell and
Angelica Garnett, and from The Letters of Virginia Woolf, volume :
–, copyright ©  by Quentin Bell and Angelica Garnett,
reprinted by permission of Harcourt, Inc.

x Acknowledgments

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521805899 - Modernist Fiction, Cosmopolitanism, and the Politics of Community
Jessica Berman
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521805899
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

