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THE ANTI-JACOBIN NOVEL

The French Revolution sparked an ideological debate which also
brought Britain to the brink of revolution in the 179os. Just as rad-
icals wrote ‘Jacobin’ fiction, so the fear of rebellion prompted con-
servatives to respond with novels of their own, indeed, these soon
outnumbered the Jacobin novels. This is the first survey of the full
range of conservative novels produced in Britain during the 179os
and early 1800s. M. O. Grenby examines the strategies used by
conservatives in their fiction, thus shedding new light on how the
anti-Jacobin campaign was understood and organised in Britain.
Chapters cover the representation of revolution and rebellion, the
attack on the ‘new philosophy’ of radicals such as Godwin and
Wollstonecraft and the way in which hierarchy is defended in these
novels. Grenby’s book offers an insight into the society which pro-
duced and consumed anti-Jacobin novels, and presents a case for
re-examining these neglected texts.

M. 0. GRENBY is HocKkliffe Research Fellow in the English Depart-
ment at De Montfort University. He recently held the Fulbright-
Robertson Professorship of British History at Westminster College,
Fulton, Missouri. He has written for a number of scholarly jour-
nals, and has been a regular contributor to History: the Journal of the
Historical Association. This is his first book.
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This series aims to foster the best new work in one of the most challenging
fields within English literary studies. From the early 1780s to the early 1830s
a formidable array of talented men and women took to literary composition,
not just in poetry, which some of them famously transformed, but in many
modes of writing. The expansion of publishing created new opportunities for
writers, and the political stakes of what they wrote were raised again by what
Wordsworth called those ‘great national events’ that were ‘almost daily taking
place’: the French Revolution, the Napoleonic and American wars, urbanisa-
tion, industrialisation, religious revival, an expanded empire abroad and the
reform movement at home. This was an enormous ambition, even when it
pretended otherwise. The relations between science, philosophy, religion and
literature were reworked in texts such as Frankenstemn and Biographia Literaria; gen-
der relations in A Vindication of the Rights of Woman and Don jfuan; journalism by
Cobbett and Hazlitt; poetic form, content and style by the Lake School and the
Cockney School. Outside Shakespeare studies, probably no body of writing has
produced such a wealth of response or done so much to shape the responses of
modern criticism. This indeed is the period that saw the emergence of those
notions of ‘literature’ and of literary history, especially national literary history,
on which modern scholarship in English has been founded.

The categories produced by Romanticism have also been challenged by re-
cent historicist arguments. The task of the series is to engage both with a chal-
lenging corpus of Romantic writings and with the changing field of criticism
they have helped to shape. As with other literary series published by Cambridge,
this one will represent the work of both younger and more established scholars,
on either side of the Atlantic and elsewhere.

For a complete list of titles published see end of book.
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Preface

Numerous novels appeared in Britain in the years after 1789 addressing
the debate on the French Revolution and the ideas emanating from it.
Some novels sympathising with the radical cause have received signifi-
cant scholarly attention, but those which took a conservative line have so
far escaped any sustained analysis. These were the anti- Jacobin novels.

Close to two hundred late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century
novels have been consulted in my quest to identify the extent and va-
rieties of the conservative fiction published in Britain in the decade or
so on either side of 1800. Yet this survey still covers only a small frac-
tion of the fiction produced in the period. There are, therefore, almost
certainly many more anti-Jacobin novels, of varying degrees and types,
which remain undetected. Finding those anti-Jacobin novels which do
appear in the following pages has been essentially a three-stage process.
First, there are several existing works of scholarship which, together,
have discerned between fifteen and twenty anti-Jacobin novels, and these
form the foundation of this research. These ‘tip-offs’ sometimes occur
in unlikely places: in biographies of figures who were maligned by the
anti-Jacobins, perhaps, or in studies of the early Evangelical movement.
Second, and in the attempt to place this survey on the basis of at least a
degree of nominal comprehensiveness, I have made a thorough search of
the major periodicals of the age — the Monthly, the Criticaland the Analytical
Reviews, the British Critic and the Anti-Jacobin Review — all of which con-
tain a mixture of reviews and short notices of recently published novels,
and which have proved invaluable for pointing out previously unknown
conservative fiction. The latter two publications, of course, delighted in
finding new anti-Jacobin novels, and so proved especially useful.

The third, and much less scientific, method of hunting anti-Jacobin
novels is to track them down in the places in which they congregate —
the forgotten holdings of the major research libraries — where they can
be traced by means of clues in their titles, imprints or attributions. This

x1
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xil Preface

might most properly be characterised as serendipity, but access to new
CD-ROM databases of publications and library catalogues, with their
powerful search engines, has enabled a slightly more systematic ap-
proach. Promising-looking titles can be picked out, located and read,
and although many have proved to be false leads, several important
finds have been made. Any success achieved with this method of detec-
tion must always be accompanied by a degree of frustration, however,
for the more anti-Jacobin fictions one finds by chance, the stronger the
suggestion that there remain many more as yet undiscovered.

This survey might have been larger than it currently is, but I have
decided not to include novels translated into English even though they
might contain much that is anti-Jacobin. I have, though, included works
published by Americans in America as well as some novels which are
no longer extant. For the latter I have had to rely on contemporary
reviews, with their extensive quotations. Where I have done this, I have
endeavoured to make this clear. It should also be pointed out that I have
paid more attention to the less well-known novels of the period. There
is much that might usefully be said, and in some cases has been said, of
the political orientation of the novels of Ann Radcliffe, Frances Burney,
Jane Austen, Maria Edgeworth, Matthew Lewis and so on, but I have
opted to bring more obscure material (at least to the modern reader) to
light.

In most cases, I have preserved the traditional attributions of works
by anonymous authors, using the names supplied, often for no obvious
reason, by the major library catalogues. Indeed, I have spent little time
investigating the authors, or supposed authors, of the novels which I
consider, preferring, as will become apparent, to see the anti-Jacobin
novel as a coherent body of texts rather than as a collection of novels by
separately motivated individuals.

Some of the novels under consideration in the following chapters are
of much literary merit, and do, I feel, deserve to be rescued from the
obscurity into which they have fallen. The same cannot be said for all
the novels. But in any case, this book is not the place to make claims
for them as great literature. Rather I have sought to use these neglected
novels as a lens through which to examine the ideological fabric of British
society in the age of revolution.
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