
Francis Bacon and the Transformation of Early-Modern Philosophy

This ambitious and important book provides the first truly general ac-
count of Francis Bacon as a philosopher. It describes how Bacon trans-
formed the values that had underpinned philosophical culture since
antiquity by rejecting the traditional idea of a philosopher as someone
engaged in contemplation of the cosmos.

The book explores in detail how and why Bacon attempted to trans-
form the largely esoteric discipline of natural philosophy into a public
practice through a program in which practical science provided a mod-
el that inspired many from the seventeenth to the twentieth centuries.
Stephen Gaukroger shows that we shall not understand Bacon unless
we understand that a key component of his program for the reform of
natural philosophy was the creation of a new philosophical persona: a
natural philosopher shaped through submission to the dictates of Bacon-
ian method. Thus, we begin to glimpse how the scientific paradigm for
cognitive inquiry in our own culture was formed.

This book will be recognised as a major contribution to Baconian
scholarship of special interest to historians of early-modern philosophy,
science, and ideas.

Author of several important books including an intellectual biography
of Descartes (1995), Stephen Gaukroger is Professor of History of Philos-
ophy and History of Science at the University of Sydney.
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The The Works of Francis Bacon appeared between 1857 and 1861, ed-
ited by James Spedding, Robert Leslie Ellis, and Douglas Denon Heath,
in seven volumes, and the Letters and Life of Francis Bacon (also called the
Works, vols. 8–14) appeared between 1861 and 1874, edited by James
Spedding, also in seven volumes. These London editions – not to be con-
fused with the American edition of Spedding, which omits the Life and
Letters but which nevertheless takes up fifteen volumes – are now avail-
able complete in a fourteen-volume facsimile reprint (Stuttgart/Bad
Cannstatt, 1989), in which the Works proper appear as volumes 1–7 and
the Letters as volumes 8–14.

I refer to this edition collectively as Works, and the volumes consecu-
tively as volumes 1–14. I preface the reference with the title (or abbrevi-
ated title) of the work, and then give the location in the fourteen-volume
works. For example: Nov. Org. II xxiii: Works i. 269/iv. 156 refers to No-
vum Organum, Book 2, section 23, original text to be found in volume 1,
and English translation in volume 4, of the continuously numbered vol-
umes of the Works. Julian dates have been converted into modern chro-
nology, with the years beginning on 1 January.

A few improved texts have been issued since the Spedding edition,
and Spedding himself issued an improved version of one text, ‘A Con-
ference on Pleasure’, in 1870. Also, a few manuscripts have been discov-
ered since the Spedding edition, and this material is to be included in
a new complete edition of Bacon’s writings to be published by Oxford
University Press, which will eventually supersede Spedding. Only vol-
ume 6 in this edition has appeared at the time of writing, although this
includes the important Hardwick manuscript De Vijs Mortis, the most
significant piece missing from Spedding. References to this volume are
abbreviated as BW vi.

Although I cite English translations where available, I have not al-
ways followed Spedding and Ellis’s translations of Bacon’s Latin, which
are occasionally rather laboured and literal; nevertheless, I have kept
changes to a minimum. Benjamin Farrington’s The Philosophy of Francis

References to Bacon’s works
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Bacon (Chicago, 1964) contains exemplary translations of several pieces
not translated in Spedding and Ellis, and I have used Farrington’s trans-
lations where available. References to that volume are abbreviated as
PFB.

The following abbreviations of individual works by Bacon have been
used:

Aditus Aditus ad Titulos in Proximus Quinque Menses Destinatos
(appendix to Historia Ventorum)

Adv. Learn. Advancement of Learning
Advertisement An Advertisement touching the Controversies of the Church of

England
Cog. & Vis. Cogitata et visa de Interpretatione Naturæ, sive de Inventione

Rerum & Operum
Cog Nat Rer. Cogitationes de Natura Rerum
De Aug. De Dignitate & Augmentis Scientiarum Libri IX
De Interp. Nat. De Interpretatione Naturæ Prooemium
De Princ. De Principiis atque Originibus, Secundum Fabulas Cupidinis et

Coeli: sive Parmenides & Telesii, & Præcipue Democriti
Philosophia, Tractata in Fabula 

De Sap. Vet. De Sapientia Veterum Liber ad Inclytam Academium
Cantabrigiensem 

De Vijs De Vijs Mortis, et de Senectute Retardanda, atque Instaurandis
Viribus

Dens. & Rar. Historia Densi et Rari
Distrib. Op. Distributio Operis 
Flux. De Fluxu et Refluxu Maris
Glob. Intell. Descriptio Globi Intellectualis
Hist. Vent. Historia Ventorum
Med. Sac. Meditationes Sacræ
New Atl. New Atlantis
Nov. Org. Novum Organum
Parasceve Parasceve ad Historiam Naturalem et Experimentalem
Ph. Univ. Historia Naturalis et Experimentalis ad Condendam

Philosophiam: sive Phenomena Universi
Redarg. Redargutio Philosophiarum
Sylva Sylva Sylvarum
Th. Cœli Thema Coeli
Val. Term. Valerius Terminus of the Interpretation of Nature, with the

Annotations of Hermes Stella
Vit. & Mort. Historiæ Vitæ & Mortis

References to Bacon’s worksxii
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