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ing strategies. Thus, it both builds on the key insights of the dominant
approaches to explaining institutional origin and change and transcends these
approaches by moving beyond the structure versus agency debate.
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Note on Transliteration

I have translated Russian words according to the Library of Congress
system. When words are used frequently, such as oblast and Semireche, 1
have left out the diacritical marks in the body of the text and in tables for
the reader’s comfort. The spelling of geographical names and places in
Central Asia roughly corresponds to the Russified version used under
Soviet rule, but has been modified to take into account newer versions that
have recently become standard usage. All translations from foreign lan-
guage sources into English are my own.
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