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The establishment of electoral systems in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and
Uzbekistan presents both a complex set of empirical puzzles and a theoretical
challenge. Why did three states with similar cultural, historical, and structural
legacies establish different electoral systems? How did these distinct outcomes
result from strikingly similar institutional design processes? Explaining these
puzzles requires understanding not only the outcome of institutional design
but also the intricacies of the process that led to this outcome. Moreover, the
transitional context in which these three states designed new electoral rules
necessitates an approach that explicitly links process and outcome in a dynamic
setting. This book provides such an approach. It depicts institutional design
as a transitional bargaining game in which the dynamic interaction between
the structural-historical and immediate-strategic contexts directly shapes
actors’ perceptions of shifts in their relative power, and hence, their bargain-
ing strategies. Thus, it both builds on the key insights of the dominant
approaches to explaining institutional origin and change and transcends these
approaches by moving beyond the structure versus agency debate.

Pauline Jones Luong is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political
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I have translated Russian words according to the Library of Congress
system. When words are used frequently, such as oblast and Semireche, I
have left out the diacritical marks in the body of the text and in tables for
the reader’s comfort. The spelling of geographical names and places in
Central Asia roughly corresponds to the Russified version used under
Soviet rule, but has been modified to take into account newer versions that
have recently become standard usage. All translations from foreign lan-
guage sources into English are my own.
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