
Richard Rorty

Arguably the most influential of all contemporary English-speaking philoso-
phers, Richard Rorty has transformed the waymany inside and outside philoso-
phy think about the discipline and the traditional ways of practicing it. Drawing
on a wide range of thinkers from Darwin and James to Quine, Wittgenstein,
Heidegger, and Derrida, Rorty has injected a bold antifoundationalist vision
into philosophical debate, into discussions in literary theory, communication
studies, political theory, and education, and – as a public intellectual – into
national debates about the responsibilities of America in the modern world.
The essays in this volume offer a balanced exposition and critique of Rorty’s

views on knowledge, language, truth, science, morality, and politics. The edi-
torial introduction presents a valuable overview of Rorty’s philosophical vision.
Written by a distinguished roster of philosophers, this volume will have an un-
usually wide appeal outside philosophy to students in the social sciences, literary
studies, cultural studies, and political theory.

Charles Guignon is Professor of Philosophy at the University of South Florida.

David R. Hiley is Provost and Professor of Philosophy at the University of
New Hampshire.
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Contemporary Philosophy in Focus

Contemporary Philosophy in Focus offers a series of introductory volumes
to many of the dominant philosophical thinkers of the current age. Each vol-
ume consists of newly commissioned essays that cover major contributions of
a preeminent philosopher in a systematic and accessible manner. Comparable
in scope and rationale to the highly successful seriesCambridge Companions
to Philosophy, the volumes do not presuppose that readers are already inti-
mately familiar with the details of each philosopher’s work. They thus combine
exposition and critical analysis in a manner that will appeal both to students
of philosophy and to professionals, as well as to students across the humanities
and social sciences.

forthcoming volumes:

Paul Churchland edited by Brian Keeley
Ronald Dworkin edited by Arthur Ripstein
Jerry Fodor edited by Tim Crane
Hilary Putnam edited by Yemima Ben-Menahem
Charles Taylor edited by Ruth Abbey
Bernard Williams edited by Alan Thomas

published volumes:

Daniel Dennett edited by Andrew Brook and Don Ross
Robert Nozick edited by David Schmidtz
Thomas Kuhn edited by Thomas Nickles
Stanley Cavell edited by Richard Eldridge
Alasdair MacIntyre edited by Mark C. Murphy
Donald Davidson edited by Kirk Ludwig
John Searle edited by Barry Smith
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