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General index

Due to their ubiquity in the text, some terms are not indexed and these include falsafa, falāsifa,
God, Islam, Qur’ān, philosophy.

‘Abbāsids, 
and the empire, –

active or agent intellect/intelligence, 
and Aristotle, –, –
as cherub, 
and emanation, 
and al-Fārābı̄, 
and ibn Sı̄nā, –
and immortality, –
and Maimonides, 
political role in al-Fārābı̄, –
and prophecy, 

‘adl ( justice), , ; see also ethics, objectivity
of, Plato

afterlife, , ; see also immortality, Myth of Er
agency, God’s, –
Alexander of Aphrodisias,  , , 

on active and acquired intellect, ,  ,
, , 

on knowledge, 
on material intellect, , , , 

‘Al̄ı, –
allegory, of Cave, , – ; see also Myth

of Er
analogy, see qiyas
angels, , 
apparent (meaning), see z. āhir
‘aql (reason) 

and al-Ghazāl̄ı, –
Aquinas, 
Aristotle

on causality, –, 
and the celestial spheres, , –
on change and matter, –, , , , 
compared with ibn Rushd, –
on the creation of the world, , ,  , ,

, 
on definition, –, 

as first master,  , , 
happiness, –, , 
and irony, 
and knowledge, , , , –,

–
on language, –
on the life of contemplation, –
on philosophical style, –, , , 
on the principle of plenitude, –, , 
and political wisdom, –
on the soul and active intellect, , –,

– , –, –
and theology, 
on time, , ,  , 
unmoved mover, , 
see also ibn Rushd, on the intellect;

Maimonides; material intellect
al-Ash‘arı̄ and Ash‘arites

basis of opposition to Mu‘tazila, –
on causality, –, 
on creation, , , –
defence of the use of reason, , –
on ethical propositions,  , , 
and al-Ghazāl̄ı, , , , 

Averroes, see ibn Rushd
Avicenna, see ibn Sı̄nā

bāt.in (inner meaning), , 
Butterworth, C., –

causality, –; see also creation of the world
cities, four kinds of, 
contact (ittis. āl), 
consensus (ijmā‘ ), 
creation
ex nihilo, –, –, , , , 
in ibn Sı̄nā, 
and Maimonides, –
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creation (cont.)
in the Qur’ān, –, 
and Shi‘ism, 
of the world, –
see also al-Ghazāl̄ı, ibn Rushd

death and sleep, , 
definition

appropriate to particular audiences, –
and causal connection, 
contrasted with dialectic, , , ,

–
criticized by illuminationism, –
demonstration (burhān), , 
incapable of resolving theoretical issues

according to Maimonides, , –
dhawq (taste), 
dialectic ( jadal)

contrasted with demonstration, , ,
–

al-Ghazāl̄ı and ibn Rushd critical of, 
and the Islamic sciences, 
in Maimonides, 
useful for particular audiences, –

eastern philosophy, 
emanation

and active intellect, 
and al-Fārābı̄, –, , 
and ibn Sı̄nā, , , –, , , ,

, 
and Maimonides, , 
in Plotinus, 
rejected by al-Ghazāl̄ı,  , , , , 

esoteric interpretation, –
eternity, –; see also time
ethics, objectivity of, –, –
eudaimonia (wellbeing), 
existence

as predicate of essence in al-Fārābı̄, 
as predicate of essence in ibn Sı̄nā, 
see also creation

al-Fārābı̄
on acquired intellect, 
on active intellect, –, , 
and the Alexandrian tradition of philosophy,


on being, –, –
biography, 
on the creation of the world, , 
definition of metaphysics, 
on eastern origins of Greek philosophy,

–
on emanation, –, , 

existence and essence, 
four human perfections, –
on God’s knowledge of particulars, –
on happiness, , , 
and human intelligence, –
imagination, –, 
immortality, , –
influence on Maimonides, 
logic as underpinning language, 
philosopher in the imperfect state, 
on philosophical and religious language,

, –, –, , –
on Plato’s style, –, , –, –
as political thinker, –, – , –
on prophecy, – , , 
on time and eternity of the world, –
see also Strauss

Galen, , 
al-Ghazāl̄ı

argument from particularity, –
attack on ibn Sı̄nā, –
attack on theology, –, 
on being, 
biography, –
on causality, –
as closet failasūf, , 
on creation ex nihilo, , , , –, –
critical of falāsifa for lying, –
defends the use of reason, , –
on eternity and time, –
on ethical voluntarism, –
four uses of reason, –
on God making a difference, –
God’s knowledge of particulars, , ,

–, 
on immortality, ,  ,  , –, 
on infinite number of souls,  , 
on possibility, –, , –
proof from particularity, 
and Sufism, , , , 

Giles of Rome, 
Greek culture, – , –

logic, 
glorification of, –; see also Aristotle,

demonstration, dialectic
as unconnected with religion, –, 

h. adı̄th (Tradition), , , , 
happiness, , –
hidden syllogistic power, 
hijra, 
Hintikka, J., ; see also principle of plenitude
Hourani, G., , , –, ,

–
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ibn al-‘Arabı̄, –,  , 
ibn Bājja, –, , , 
ibn H. anbal, 
ibn Khaldūn, 
Ibn Miskawayh, , 
ibn Rushd

and afterlife, –, –
and Aristotle as exemplar, 
on being, 
biography, 
on causality, –, 
as commentator, –, , –
on the creation of the world, , ,

–
on different audiences, –, –
on God’s knowledge of particulars, ,


and happiness, –
on human knowledge, , , –
on immortality, –, –
on the intellect, –
on miracles, 
opposition to mysticism, 
on philosophy and religion, , , 
on Plato and happiness, , –
on Plato and style, – , –
on possibility, , –, –
on prophecy, 
on religion and philosophy, , ,  ,


on the source of the shar̄ı ‘a, –
on time, –, –
and two truths, , , , –
see also Butterworth

ibn Sab‘̄ın, 
Ibn Sı̄nā

on the active intellect and the soul, –,
, , , , –

on the afterlife, –
on being, , , –
biography, 
on causality, –
on creation, , –, 
criticized by Averroes and al-Ghazāl̄ı, ,

, 
and eastern philosophy, , 
on ethical propositions, 
and God as necessary cause, , 
on God’s knowledge of particulars, –
on God’s knowledge of the soul, 
on human knowledge, 
and ibn Rushd, –
on imagination, , 
immortality, 
on matter, 

on necessity and possibility, –, , ,


on prophecy, , –, , 
ibn Taymı̄yya, , 
ibn Tufayl, 
ijmā‘, see consensus
illuminationism, –
‘ilm al-h. udūr̄ı (knowledge by presence), 
‘ilm al-‘irfān (science of mystical knowledge),


‘ilm al-tas.awwūf (science of mysticism), 
imagination

and the active intellect, –, 
as angel, 
and change, 
and al-Fārābı̄, ,  , –
and ibn Sı̄nā, –, , –
and the imaginal realm, –
immortality, 
and material intellect, , , –
and prophecy, –

Incoherence of the Philosophers, , 
First Discussion, First Proof, –
First Discussion, Second Proof, –
First Discussion, Third Proof, –
First Discussion, Fourth Proof, –

infinity of souls, – , 
inner (meaning), see bāti.n, esotericism
intellect/intelligence

four kinds of in al-Fārābı̄, –
and ibn Rushd, –
and Maimonides, 
and prophecy, 

ishrāq (illumination)
and ibn Sı̄nā, ; see illuminationism

justice, see ethics, objectivity of al-Juwaynı̄, 

kalām
and Greek philosophy, –; see also

dialectic, theology and theologians
khal̄ıfa, , 
al-Kirmānı̄, Hamı̄d al-Dı̄n, –
knowledge, see also ‘ilm

and causality, 
divine, , , –, –, –, 
human, ,  , 
as intuition, , 

kufr (unbelief), 

language
and ethics,  , , 
law, Islamic, see shar̄ı ‘a, , 
vs. logic debate, –
of the Qur’ān, 
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language (cont.)
and ritual, 
as subordinate to logic, 

law, civil (nomos/namus), 
Lerner, R., 
lies, in political life, –, 
light, , , , , , 

and active intellect, –
logic, , 

defended by al-Ghazāl̄ı, –, –
and ibn Sı̄nā, 
as instrument of language, 

Maimonides
biography, 
and the celestial spheres, 
on creation of the world, –, , –,


and al-Fārābı̄, –
and happiness, 
on human knowledge, –
on miracles, 
on philosophical style, –, –
proof from particularity, –
on prophecy, –, –, –, 
see also Strauss

al-Ma’mūn, and the bayt al-h. ikma, 
and the Mu‘tazila, 

mashsha’̄ı see Peripatetic
material intellect

in ibn Rushd, , –, ; see also
imagination

Mattā, Abū Bishr, 
debate with al-Sı̄rāf̄ı, –, 

matter, –, , –, , , , , ,
, , , 

miracles, , , –, , 
and prophecy in Maimonides, , –

Moses, , , –, , , 
Muh. ammad

descendants and successors, –
life, –
his sayings (hadith), 

Mullā S. adrā, , 
mutakallimūn, see theology and theologians
mutawah. h. id (solitary), 
Mu‘tazilites

basic position, –
on ethics, –, , , , ,

, 
mysticism, –, 

and Neoplatonism  ; see Sufism
Myth of Er, 

and al-S̄irāf̄ı, , 

Neoplatonism,  , , , , , , 

occasionalism, 

particulars, divine knowledge of, –
perfection, 

logic as route to, 
Peripatetic philosophy, , , , , 
Plato

allegories, 
on creation of the world, –
criticized by ibn Rushd, 
and al-Fārābı̄, 
on happiness, , –, 
on justice, –
philosophical style, –
and the sun, 
suspicion of writing, ; see also mutawah. h. id
philosophy in the imperfect state, –

Platonism, –
Plotinus, , , 
proofs of God’s existence, 
prophecy, , –, , , 

and active intellect, 
and imagination, , , –

pseudos, 

qiyas (analogy), 

‘rationalists’, –
ra’y (opinion), 
al-Rāzı̄, 

al-Shāfi‘̄ı,  , 
al-Shahrastānı̄, 
sharı̄‘a, , , , , , , , , ,

, , , 
Shi‘ism

growth of, –
shirk (idolatry), –
Sı̄rāf̄ı, Abū Sa‘̄ıd al-, , 

debate with Mattā, –, 
Socrates, death of, 
soul

and the afterlife in ibn Sı̄nā, –; see also
active intellect

Strauss, L., , , –
Sufi, Sufism, , 

and al-Ghazāl̄ı, , ; see also mysticism
al-Suhrawardı̄, , –

on being, –
Sunnism, 

and interpretation, 
schools of law, 
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taqı̄ya (dissimulation), , , 
tas.awwūf, see Sufism
ta’wı̄l (interpretation), 
Themistius, , 
theology and theologians, , , , 

and anthropomorphism, 
on God’s attributes, –
as kalām, , , , , , , , – ,


see also dialectic

time, , 
and Aristotle, 
as independent or relative, –; see also

creation of the world
Tradition, see h. adı̄th
‘traditionalists’, –
translation,  , , , 

‘ulamā ’ (religious scholars), , , 
union (ittih. ād), 

Van Den Bergh, S., 

wah. dat al-wujūd (unity of being), ,


wah. y (inspiration), –
wājib al-wujūd (necessity of being), 
weeds (nawābit), 
wine, grounds of Islamic disapproval,


Wolfson, H., 
wujūd (being), –

z ahir, , , 
z ak¯at (charity), 
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