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In the first book-length treatment of this subject, A. N. Williams
examines the conception of the intellect in patristic theology from
its beginnings in the work of the Apostolic Fathers to Augustine and
Cassian in the early fifth century. The patristic notion of intellect
emerges from its systematic relations to other components of
theology: the relation of human mind to the body and the will; the
relation of the human to the divine intellect; of human reason to
divine revelation and secular philosophy; and from the use of the
intellect in both theological reflection and spiritual contemplation.
The patristic conception of the intellect is therefore important for
the way it signals the character of early Christian theology as both
systematic and contemplative and as such, distinctive in its approach
from secular philosophies of its time and modern Christian
theology.

Dr ANNA N. WILLIAMS is Lecturer in Patristic and Medieval
Theology at the University of Cambridge. She is author of 7he
Ground of Union: Deification in Aquinas and Palamas (1999).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521793173
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-79317-9 - The Divine Sense: The Intellect in Patristic Theology
A. N. Williams

Frontmatter

More information

THE DIVINE SENSE
The Intellect in Patristic Theology

A.N. WILLIAMS

B CAMBRIDGE

&P’ UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521793173
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-79317-9 - The Divine Sense: The Intellect in Patristic Theology
A. N. Williams

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge cB2 2rU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521793179

© A. N. Williams 2007

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2007
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN-13 978-0-521-79317-9 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external
or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not guarantee that any
content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521793173
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-79317-9 - The Divine Sense: The Intellect in Patristic Theology
A. N. Williams

Frontmatter

More information

To the memory of Rut Britta Viola Williams née Karlsson
18.vil.31-26.11.04
Det skina dr evigt; med fiken hag

vi fiska dess guldsand ur tidens vdg.
Tegner

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521793173
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-79317-9 - The Divine Sense: The Intellect in Patristic Theology
A. N. Williams

Frontmatter
More information
Contents

Acknowledgements page viii
List of abbreviations ix
Introduction I
1 The dawn of Christian theology 21
2 Early Alexandrians: Clement and Origen 44
3 Cappadocian theology: Nazianzen and Nyssen 86
4 Augustine 143
5 Monastic writings 190
Epilogue 232
Bibliography 240
Index 250

vii

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521793173
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-79317-9 - The Divine Sense: The Intellect in Patristic Theology
A. N. Williams

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

I would like to thank several people who contributed in different ways to
the writing of this book. My former colleague, Denys Turner, was
supportive from the time he saw the proposal (which was before he and
I became colleagues or even knew each other), through the years of the
book’s writing. His thoughts on the philosophical background to the
issues were of particular help, but most of all, I am grateful for his
distinctive brand of wiry encouragement. For bibliographic assistance, my
thanks go to my former students Christopher Wells and Ben Fulford,
supported by funds from Yale Divinity School and the Cambridge
Faculty of Divinity respectively. A one-term research leave grant from the
Arts and Humanities Research Council allowed me to recoup some
forfeited sabbatical time and complete the manuscript. The genesis of the
book owes its inspiration to a moment of insight during a seminar at Yale
Divinity School; my students in the years 1997—2000, through their
questions, lively debate and personal commitment to contemplation
taught me more than I could ever express. Most of all, my long-suffering
husband, Dale Gingrich, patiently sorted out computer problems, located
books left behind in the office and listened uncomplainingly to the daily
litany of frustrations and minor triumphs. And because writing anything
would be much more dreary without feline companionship, I record my
appreciation of Pushkin and Persika, who often gave me paws for
thought.
ANW
Feast of Clement of Alexandria, 2005

viil

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521793173
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-79317-9 - The Divine Sense: The Intellect in Patristic Theology

A. N. Williams

Frontmatter
More information
Abbreviations
Abl Nyssen, Against Ablabius
ACW Ancient Christian Writers
ADr and 2 Basil of Caesarea, Ascetical Discourses 1 and 2
ANF Ante-Nicene Fathers
Anim Tertullian, On the Soul
1/2 Apol Justin Martyr, First and Second Apologies or
Tertullian, Apology
Barn Epistle of Barnabas
Beat Nyssen, On the Beatitudes
CallC Nyssen, What It Means to Call Oneself a Christian
CcC Corpus christianorum
CCels Origen, Contra Celsum
CD Augustine, The City of God
CEun Nyssen, Contra Eunomium
2CEun Nyssen, Response to Eunomius’ Second Book
CFth Basil of Caesarea, Concerning Faith
ChrM Nyssen, On the Christian Mode of Life
Clem Clement of Rome, Letter to the Corinthians
Cnfr Cassian, Conferences
Conf Augustine, Confessions
Cred Augustine, On the Usefilness of Believing
CRud Augustine, On the Catechizing of the Uninstructed
CSEL Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum
CtOr Nyssen, Great Catechetical Oration
CWS Classics of Western Spirituality
Dial Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho
Did Didache
Diog Letter to Diognetus
Disc Justin Martyr, Discourse against the Greeks
Doct Augustine, On Christian Teaching

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521793173
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-79317-9 - The Divine Sense: The Intellect in Patristic Theology
A. N. Williams

Frontmatter
More information

X List of abbreviations
EE Exhortation to Endurance (To the Newly Baptised)
Ench Augustine, Enchiridion
Eph Ignatius, Epistle to the Ephesians
Eust Nyssen, Against Eustathius
Exhort Justin, Exhortation to the Greeks
Fast Tertullian, On Fasting
FC Fathers of the Church
FSym Augustine, On Faith and the Creed
GChr Augustine, On the Grace of Christ
GCS Die griechischen christlichen Schrifisteller
Gnos Evagrius, Gnostikos
Govt Justin Martyr, On Government
Haer Irenaeus of Lyons, Adversus haereses
Herm Tertullian, Against Hermogenes
HSp Nyssen, On the Holy Spirir
HumP Nyssen, On the Making of the Human Person
Inf Nyssen, On Infants’ Early Deaths
Inst Cassian, Institutes
Judg Basil of Caesarea, Concerning Judgement
LA Athanasius, Life of Antony
LArb Augustine, On the Freedom of the Will
LCC Library of Christian Classics
LM Nyssen, Life of Moses
LP Nyssen, On the Lord’s Prayer
LR Basil of Caesarea, Long Rules
Mag Augustine, The Teacher
Magn Ignatius, Epistle to the Magnesians
Marc Tertullian, Against Marcion
MarP Martyrdom of Polycarp
MEcc Augustine, On the Morals of the Catholic Church
Monc Evagrius, Ad Monachos
Mor Basil of Caesarea, Morals
Mort On the Care to Be Had of the Dead
NBon Augustine, On the Nature of the Good
NPNF Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers
Or Oration
PArch Origen, Peri Archon (On First Principles)
Pat Augustine, On Patience
Paed Clement of Alexandria, Paedagogos (The Teacher)
Perf Nyssen, On Perfection

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521793173
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-79317-9 - The Divine Sense: The Intellect in Patristic Theology
A. N. Williams

Frontmatter
More information
List of abbreviations xi
PG Migne, Patrologia Graeca
Phil Ignatius, Letter to the Philadelphians
Phlp Polycarp, Letter to the Philippians
PL Patrologia Latina
PMer Augustine, On Sin and Merit
Pol Ignatius, Letter to Polycarp
Prae Augustine, On Predestination
Prak Evagrius, Praktikos
Prax Tertullian, Against Praxeas
Pray Evagrius, Chapters on Prayer
Pros Tertullian, Proscription against the Heretics
Prot Clement of Alexandria, Protreptikos
Rich Clement of Alexandria, What Rich Person Can Be
Saved?
Rom Ignatius of Antioch, Epistle to the Romans
Resr Justin Martyr or Tertullian, On the Resurrection
SC Sources chrétiennes
Smyr Ignatius of Antioch, Epistle to the Smyrneans
SpLt Augustine, On the Spirit and the Letter
Sol Augustine, Soliloquies
Soul Nyssen, On the Soul and Resurrection
Str Clement of Alexandria, Stromateis (Carpets)
Tral Ignatius of Antioch, Epistle to the Trallians
Trin Augustine, De Trinitate
VRel Augustine, On True Religion
Virg Nyssen, On Virginity

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521793173
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

