Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information

The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages

This is an accessible introduction to the major areas of sociolinguistics as they
relate to sign languages and Deaf communities. Clearly organized, it brings
together a team of leading experts in sign linguistics to survey the field, and
covers a wide range of topics including variation, multilingualism, bilingual-
ism, language attitudes, discourse analysis, language policy and planning. The
book examines how sign languages are distributed around the world; what oc-
curs when they come in contact with spoken and written languages; and how
signers use them in a variety of situations. Each chapter introduces the key
issues in each area of inquiry and provides a comprehensive review of the
literature. The book also includes suggestions for further reading and helpful
exercises.

The Sociolinguistics of Sign Languages will be welcomed by students in
Deaf studies, linguistics and interpreter training, as well as spoken language
researchers, and researchers and teachers of sign languages.

CEIL LUCAS is Professor of Linguistics at Gallaudet University. She is the co-
author of The Linguistics of ASL and of Language Contact in the American
Deaf Community (both with Clayton Valli), both published in 1992.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information

The Sociolinguistics
of Sign Languages

Edited by

Ceil Lucas

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter
More information

PUBLISHED BY THE PRESS SYNDICATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA

10 Stamford Road, Oakleigh, VIC 3166, Australia

Ruiz de Alarcén 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain

Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org
© Cambridge University Press 2001

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2001

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge
Typeface Times 10/12 pt. System KTEX 2¢  [TB]

A catalog record for this book is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

The sociolinguistics of sign languages / Ceil Lucas, editor.

p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 0 521 79137 5 (hardback) —ISBN 0 521 79474 9 (paperback)

1. Sign language. 2. Deaf — Means of communication. 3. Sociolinguistics.
I. Lucas, Ceil.

HV2474 .S62 2001
306.44'087'2 — dc21

ISBN 0 521 79137 5 hardback
ISBN 0 521 79474 9 paperback

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information

For Joel Sherzer, who, in 1975,
got me started in sociolinguistics

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

List of figures
List of tables
List of contributors
Foreword
WALT WOLFRAM
Preface and acknowledgments
List of abbreviations

1 Introduction
CEIL LUCAS

2 Multilingualism: The global approach to sign languages
BENCIE WOLL, RACHEL SUTTON-SPENCE
AND FRANCES ELTON

3 Bilingualism and language contact
JEAN ANN

4 Sociolinguistic variation
CEIL LUCAS, ROBERT BAYLEY, CLAYTON VALLI,
MARY ROSE AND ALYSSA WULF

5 Discourse analysis
MELANIE METZGER AND BEN BAHAN

6 Language planning and policy
TIMOTHY REAGAN

7 Language attitudes
SARAH BURNS, PATRICK MATTHEWS
AND EVELYN NOLAN-CONROY

Bibliography
Index

page ix
X

xi

XV

XVii
Xviii

33

61

112

145

181

217
249

vii

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter
More information
Figures

2.1 Proposed relation of “South-West European Sign

Languages” 26
2.2 Proposed relation of “North-West European Sign

Languages” 27
3.1 Taiwan Sign Language, JIE 53
3.2 Taiwan Sign Language, GONG 53
4.1 (r) indices for three social classes in five styles

in New York City 69
4.2 -t, d deletion by grammatical class, following environment

and social class in Detroit African American English 72
4.3a,b WONDER, TOLERATE, citation and non-citation forms 98
4.4a,b,c DEAF ear to chin, chin to ear, contact cheek

(DEAFA CULTURE) 103
5.1 Narrative from a multiparty conversation including

five deaf native signers of ASL 126
7.1 The two primary sociostructural factors affecting

language attitudes: Standardization and vitality 201
7.2 What’s in a name?: “Friends First” advertisement 214

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information

Tables

2.1 Percentages of signers in various European countries who
replied they could always understand another signer from

(a) a town 100 kilometers away and (b) their own town 25
4.1 Centralization and orientation toward Martha’s Vineyard 68
4.2 (r) indices for three social classes in five styles in

New York City 69
4.3 Percentage of multiple negation in Detroit African American

English by gender and social class 70
4.4 Percentages of -7,d deletion in Detroit African American

English by linguistic environment and social class 72
4.5 Variability in spoken and sign languages 90
4.6 Variable processes in spoken and sign languages 92
4.7 Internal constraints on variable units in spoken

and sign languages 94
7.1 Factors that influence judgments 200

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information

Contributors

JEAN ANN is an Assistant Professor at SUNY, Oswego. She teaches in the
Department of Curriculum and Instruction and the Program in Linguistics.
Her recent publications include joint work on sign languages (Ann and Peng,
2000) and spoken languages (Peng and Ann, 2001).

BEN BAHAN is an Associate Professor and Chair of the Deaf Studies Depart-
ment at Gallaudet University. Ben is a deaf son of deaf parents who grew
up in New Jersey. He attended and graduated from a residential school in
West Trenton, NJ: Marie Katzenbach School for the Deaf. He then went
on to Gallaudet University and furthered his education at Boston Univer-
sity where he earned an M.A. in Deaf Education and a Ph.D. in Applied
Linguistics. Today he is a renowned American Sign Language (ASL) story-
teller, linguist, researcher, author and presenter on issues related to ASL and
Deaf Studies. Ben has produced a number of videotapes and books. Most re-
cently he co-authored The Syntax of American Sign Language (Neidle et al.,
2000).

ROBERT BAYLEY is an Associate Professor of sociolinguistics at the University
of Texas at San Antonio. His publications include Second Language Acqui-
sition and Linguistic Variation (Bayley and Preston, 1996), Sociolinguistic
Variation in American Sign Language (Lucas et al., 2001) and numerous
articles on sociolinguistics and second language acquisition.

SARAH BURNS is a Senior Speech and Language Therapist at Lucena Clinic,
Dublin, Ireland and co-coordinator of the Fulbright Scholarship in Deaf Stud-
ies. She graduated with a B.Sc. (1991) and M.Sc. (1995) from the University
of Dublin, Trinity College, and spent one year (1996-97) at Gallaudet
University, Washington, DC as a Fulbright Scholar. She previously lectured at
the School of Clinical Speech and Language Studies, Trinity College. Areas
of special interest include sociolinguistics of Deaf communities (attitudes
and language planning) and bilingual-bicultural models of education for
deaf children. Previous publications include: Irish Sign Language: Ireland’s
second minority language (Burns, 1998).

X1

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information

xii List of contributors

FRANCES ELTON is a Lecturer in Sign Language and Deaf Studies at City
University in London and teaches the only advanced British Sign Language
(BSL) linguistics course for BSL tutors and Deaf Professionals in the UK.
She was a Teaching Fellow at Durham University and has played a key role
in the training of BSL tutors since 1987. From 1990 to 1996 she was a
Director of the Tutor Training Course as well as teacher of Advanced Cer-
tificate, Postgraduate Diploma and M. A. courses offered by the Deaf Studies
Research Unit. She was a member of the editorial team which produced the
first and only BSL/English Dictionary in 1992 (Brien, 1992). As a mem-
ber of the British Deaf Association’s (BDA) sign language task force, she
helped draw up the BDA’s Sign Language Policy and founded the Institute of
British Sign Language. She was also closely involved with the making of City
University/CACDP’s Introduction to the Linguistics of BSL video in 1999.
Her interests include sign linguistics, sociolinguistics, cross-cultural linguis-
tics and research into London Sign Variation.

CEIL Lucas is Professor of Linguistics in the Department of ASL, Linguistics,
and Interpretation at Gallaudet University, where she has taught since 1982.
Her main area of interest is the structure and use of sign language, and she
has co-authored and edited numerous articles and books in this area, the main
ones being Linguistics of American Sign Language (Valli and Lucas, 2000),
Language Contact in the American Deaf Community (Lucas and Valli, 1992).
She is the series editor for a series entitled Sociolinguistics in Deaf Commu-
nities, of which Volume 7 is a co-authored volume entitled Sociolinguistic
Variation in ASL, a book which describes the findings of a National Science
Foundation project of which she is the director.

PATRICK A. MATTHEWS is a researcher/lecturer on Deaf studies and an inter-
preter trainer who runs his own company, Irish Sign Language (ISL) Studies.
Having obtained a Certificate in Social Sciences in Deaf Studies at the Univer-
sity of Bristol, a Diploma in Sign Language Teaching from NUI, Maynooth,
he received an M.Phil. in Applied Linguistics at Trinity College, Dublin.
Patrick has a wealth of experience working in the Deaf community teaching
ISL to deaf people as first-language learners and to non-deaf second-language
learners at a variety of proficiency levels. He has also worked in broadcasting,
research and curriculum development. His published work includes a major
demographic study and a linguistic description of ISL. Patrick has a partic-
ular interest in pedagogy and the influence of culture in language teaching
and learning.

MELANIE METZGER currently works as an Associate Professor in the Depart-
ment of ASL, Linguistics, and Interpretation at Gallaudet University. Recent
publications include a journal article on gesture in American Sign Language

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information

List of contributors xiii

(Liddell and Metzger, 1998) as well as the book Sign Language Interpreting:
Deconstructing the Myth of Neutrality (Metzger, 1999). She also served as
guest editor for Volume 6 of Lucas’ Sociolinguistics in Deaf Communities
series, Bilingualism and Identity in Deaf Communities (2000).

EVELYN NOLAN-CONROY is a registered qualified interpreter, having studied
Deaf Studies and interpreting at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland and the
University of Bristol, UK. She also obtained a Masters in Applied Linguis-
tics at Trinity College. An experienced interpreter in a wide range of settings,
Evelyn has made a significant contribution to the development of the pro-
fession of sign language interpreting in Ireland. Her work includes lecturing
on interpreting, curriculum development, and she has developed a particu-
lar interest in Discourse Styles and Translation. She is now gaining wider
recognition through her writings and has several published articles and con-
tributions to chapters on language and the Deaf community.

TIMOTHY REAGAN is Professor of Educational Linguistics and Associate Dean
of the Neag School of Education at the University of Connecticut. He has
published extensively on issues of language planning and language policy,
and his work has appeared in journals such as the Harvard Educational
Review, Educational Theory, Language Problems and Language Planning,
Foreign Language Annals, the Northeast Conference on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages Review, Sign Language Studies, Multicultural Educa-
tion and Educational Foundations.

MARY ROSE holds a Master’s degree in Linguistics from Gallaudet University
and is currently a doctoral student in Linguistics at Stanford University.
She has co-authored papers on linguistic variation in ASL and on discourse
analysis in medical contexts. She has presented papers at the conference on
Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research and at the American Dialect
Society and is a collaborator on a volume entitled Sociolinguistic Variation
in ASL, an account of a six-year project funded by the National Science
Foundation.

RACHEL SUTTON-SPENCE is a Lecturer in Deaf Studies at the Centre for Deaf
Studies at the University of Bristol, UK. She is co-author of the introductory
text book The Linguistics of British Sign Language (Sutton-Spence and Woll,
1999).

CLAYTON VALLI completed his doctoral degree in Linguistics and ASL Poetics
at the Union Institute in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1993. He is a freelance teacher,
linguistic consultant, editor and ASL poet and now resides in Miami, Florida.
He is co-author of the text Linguistics of American Sign Language (Valli and
Lucas, 2000), of Language Contact in the American Deaf Community (Lucas

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information

xiv List of contributors

and Valli, 1992), of Sociolinguistic Variation in ASL (Lucas et al., 2001) and
of the videotape ASL Poetry: Selected Works by Clayton Valli (Valli, 1995).

BENCIE WOLL joined the Department of Language and Communication Science
at City University, London in 1995 to take up the newly created Chair in
Sign Language and Deaf Studies, the first chair in this field in the UK. After
studying linguistics in the USA and Britain, Bencie Woll pioneered Deaf
Studies as an academic discipline in the UK; research and teaching interests
embrace a wide range of subjects related to sign language, including the
linguistics of British Sign Language (BSL) and other sign languages, the
history of BSL and the Deaf community, the assessment of sign language,
and sign language and the brain. She currently holds research grants from
the Leverhulme Trust, the Wellcome Trust, the Commission of the European
Union and the Medical Research Council. She is co-author of the introductory
text book The Linguistics of British Sign Language (Sutton-Spence and Woll,
1999).

ALYSSA WULF holds a Master’s degree in Linguistics from Gallaudet Univer-
sity and is currently a student in the doctoral program in Linguistics at the
University of California at Berkeley. She has presented papers at the
American Dialect Society and at the conference on Theoretical Issues in
Sign Language Research, and is a collaborator for the volume Sociolinguis-
tic Variation in ASL (Lucas et al., 2001).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information

Foreword

Walt Wolfram

No topic within sociolinguistics reflects the growth of the field more symbol-
ically than the study of the sociolinguistics of sign languages. Less than half
a century ago, the fundamental debate centered on the rightful place of sign
languages with a complete set of linguistic structures and full range of natural
language entitlements. Such debates were, of course, framed by the ideology of
linguistic subordination, in which difference was equated with deficit and legiti-
macy was defined by dominance. Happily, but not without continued vigilance,
the study of sign languages has now developed a full-course sociolinguistic
menu, with ample offerings in all of the major areas of specialization now
subsumed under the general rubric of sociolinguistics.

The essays in this collection represent a full complement of sociolinguistic
topics, including both macro-variables that relate to broader situations external
to the community and micro-variables that focus on specific factors affecting
particular language events and interactions. On a macro-level, we witness con-
cern for the distribution and roles of sign languages throughout the world, and
the influence of political, economic, social and ideological conditions on their
existence. Familiar sociolinguistic topics include issues related to multilingual-
ism, language choice and shift, language policy and planning and language
ecology. The issues are at once both basic and complex. On the most funda-
mental level, we still find the existence of an assumed correlation between sign
language and national boundaries and/or spoken-language families manifested
in the nomenclature of sign languages: a continuing reflection of a legacy of er-
roneous assumptions and underlying language ideology about sign languages.
On a descriptive level, however, there are complex issues related to document-
ing the sign languages of the world, sorting out historical and comparative
relationships and arriving at valid typological classifications of different sign
languages.

On a micro-level, we see increasing attention to interactional sociolinguistics
and language variation, two of the most prominent subfields within sociolin-
guistics. The various dimensions of discourse analysis, for example, seem to
come of age in this volume. While there is still a paucity of research on the full
range of discourse topics, we have seen an encouraging burst of activity on the

XV

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521791375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521791375 - The Sociolinguistics of Sing Languages
Edited by Ceil Lucas

Frontmatter

More information
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discourse of sign languages in the last decade. This trend bodes well for the
future of discourse analysis in the study of sign languages. At the same time,
much insight can be gained about the universal basis of discourse construction
from a research perspective that focuses on a visual modality vis-a-vis one
confined to an oral-aural modality.

The same can be said for the examination of systematic variation in sign lan-
guages. Although we may assume that variation in sign languages is sensitive to
both internal, linguistic structures and external, social variables, describing and
explaining the intersection of these constraints is challenged — and enriched —
by comparing specific sign language communities and communities of prac-
tice. The analysis of systematic variation in sign languages is, however, hardly
immune to ongoing debates about the fundamental components of the sign;
these controversies impact the definition of the “linguistic variable” and the
determination of the fluctuating variants that comprise its empirical reality. In
fact, one of the most exciting aspects of variation analysis set forth in this book
is the comparison of the ways in which sign language variation both parallels
and contrasts with systematic variability in spoken languages.

In an important, positive sense, this volume reveals the exacting challenge
for the sociolinguistics of sign languages: to be informed by the perspective
and the insights from general sociolinguistic inquiry and description without
being confined to the search for parallels between sociolinguistic situations
representing different language modalities. This concern is not meant to den-
igrate the numerous parallels that certainly exist in the sociolinguistic worlds
that affect the global collective of language communities regardless of language
modality; nor is it intended to marginalize the examination of the social context
in which sign languages are embedded as these situations compare with other
sociolinguistic circumstances. My point is simply that we deprive ourselves
of comprehensive insight into the human capacity for language, and the social
context in which it is embedded, if we do not take full advantage of the rich
sociolinguistic resources afforded by research into differential modalities of
language expression. Volumes such as this can only enrich the general study of
sociolinguistics as well as inform the specific study of sign languages in their
social context.

WALT WOLFRAM, William C. Friday Professor
North Carolina State University
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