
Alasdair MacIntyre

The contribution to contemporary philosophy of Alasdair MacIntyre is incon-
testably enormous. His writings on ethics, political philosophy, the philosophy
of religion, the philosophy of the social sciences, and the history of philosophy
have established him as one of the philosophical giants of the last fifty years. His
best-known book, After Virtue (1981), spurred the profound revival of virtue
ethics.Moreover,MacIntyre, unlike somany of his contemporaries, has exerted
a deep influence beyond the bounds of academic philosophy.
This volume focuses on the major themes of MacIntyre’s work, with crit-

ical expositions of MacIntyre’s views on the history of philosophy, the role of
tradition in philosophical inquiry, the philosophy of the social sciences, moral
philosophy, political theory, and his critique of the assumptions and institutions
of modernity.
Written by a distinguished roster of philosophers, this volume will have an

unusually wide appeal outside philosophy to students in the social sciences, law,
theology, and political theory.

Mark C. Murphy is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Georgetown
University.
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Contemporary Philosophy in Focus

Contemporary Philosophy in Focus offers a series of introductory volumes
to many of the dominant philosophical thinkers of the current age. Each vol-
ume consists of newly commissioned essays that cover major contributions of
a preeminent philosopher in a systematic and accessible manner. Comparable
in scope and rationale to the highly successful seriesCambridge Companions
to Philosophy, the volumes do not presuppose that readers are already inti-
mately familiar with the details of each philosopher’s work. They thus combine
exposition and critical analysis in a manner that will appeal to both students
of philosophy and professionals as well as students across the humanities and
social sciences.

PUBLISHED VOLUMES:

Stanley Cavell edited by Richard Eldridge
Donald Davidson edited by Kirk Ludwig
Daniel Dennett edited by Andrew Brook and Don Ross
Thomas Kuhn edited by Tom Nickles
Robert Nozick edited by David Schmidtz

FORTHCOMING VOLUMES:

Paul Churchland edited by Brian Keeley
Ronald Dworkin edited by Arthur Ripstein
Jerry Fodor edited by Tim Crane
David Lewis edited by Theodore Sides and Dean Zimmermann
Hilary Putnam edited by Yemima Ben-Menahem
Richard Rorty edited by Charles Guignon and David Hiley
John Searle edited by Barry Smith
Charles Taylor edited by Ruth Abbey
Bernard Williams edited by Alan Thomas

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521790425 - Alasdair MacIntyre
Edited by Mark C. Murphy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521790425
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Alasdair
MacIntyre

Edited by

MARK C. MURPHY
Georgetown University

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521790425 - Alasdair MacIntyre
Edited by Mark C. Murphy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521790425
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


PUBL I SHED BY THE PRES S SYND ICATE OF THE UNIVERS ITY OF CAMBR IDGE

The Pitt Building, Trumpington Street, Cambridge, United Kingdom

CAMBR IDGE UNIVERS ITY PRES S

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK
40 West 20th Street, New York, NY 10011-4211, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia
Ruiz de Alarcón 13, 28014 Madrid, Spain
Dock House, The Waterfront, Cape Town 8001, South Africa

http://www.cambridge.org

C© Cambridge University Press 2003

This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2003

Printed in the United States of America

Typefaces Janson Text Roman 10/13 pt. and ITC Officina Sans System LATEX2ε [TB]

A catalog record for this book is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data

Alasdair MacIntyre / edited by Mark C. Murphy.
p. cm. – (Contemporary philosophy in focus)

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-521-79042-5 – ISBN 0-521-79381-5 (pbk.)
1. MacIntyre, Alasdair C. I. Murphy, Mark C. II. Series.
B1647.M124 A43 2003
192 – dc21 2002035081

ISBN 0 521 79042 5 hardback
ISBN 0 521 79381 5 paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521790425 - Alasdair MacIntyre
Edited by Mark C. Murphy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521790425
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


For Jane and Tom Ryan

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521790425 - Alasdair MacIntyre
Edited by Mark C. Murphy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521790425
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

List of Contributors page xi

Introduction 1
mark c. murphy

1 MacIntyre on History and Philosophy 10
gordon graham

2 Tradition in the Recent Work of Alasdair MacIntyre 38
jean porter

3 MacIntyre in the Province of the Philosophy of the
Social Sciences 70
stephen p. turner

4 Modern(ist) Moral Philosophy and MacIntyrean Critique 94
j. l. a. garcia

5 MacIntyre and Contemporary Moral Philosophy 114
david solomon

6 MacIntyre’s Political Philosophy 152
mark c. murphy

7 MacIntyre’s Critique of Modernity 176
terry pinkard

Bibliography 201

Index 221

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521790425 - Alasdair MacIntyre
Edited by Mark C. Murphy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521790425
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contributors

J . L . A . GARCIA is Professor of Philosophy at Boston College. His work
spansmetaethics, normative ethics, and applied ethics, and he also writes on
philosophical sociology. Amonghis papers are “DoubleEffect,”Encyclopedia
of Bioethics, ed. Warren Reich, second edition (1995); “The New Critique
of Anti-Consequentialist Moral Theory,” Philosophical Studies 71 (1993);
“The Tunsollen, the Seinsollen, and the Soseinsollen,” American Philosophical
Quarterly 23 (1986); and “Goods and Evils,” Philosophy and Phenomenological
Research 47 (1987). He is currently at work on The Heart of Racism, a book
of essays.

GORDON GRAHAM is Regius Professor of Moral Philosophy at the
University of Aberdeen, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, and
editor of the Journal of Scottish Philosophy. He has published extensively
in aesthetics, ethics, applied philosophy, and the philosophy of history. His
most recent books areThe Shape of the Past: A Philosophical Approach toHistory
(1997), Philosophy of the Arts, second edition (2000), Evil and Christian Ethics
(Cambridge University Press, 2001), and Genes: A Philosophical Inquiry
(2002).

MARK C. MURPHY is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Georgetown
University. He writes on ethics, political philosophy, the philosophy of
law, the philosophy of religion, and the moral and political theory of
Thomas Hobbes. He is the author of Natural Law and Practical Rationality
(Cambridge University Press, 2001) and An Essay on Divine Authority
(2002).

TERRY PINKARD is Professor of Philosophy at Northwestern University.
His research interests coverGerman philosophy as well as political philoso-
phy and the philosophy of law.He is the author ofHegel’s Phenomenology: The
Sociality of Reason (Cambridge University Press, 1994), Hegel: A Biography
(Cambridge University Press, 2000), and German Philosophy 1760–1860:
The Legacy of Idealism (Cambridge University Press, 2002).

xi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521790425 - Alasdair MacIntyre
Edited by Mark C. Murphy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521790425
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xii Contributors

JEAN PORTER is John A. O’Brien Professor of Theology at the University
of Notre Dame. Working primarily in moral theology, she is the author
of numerous articles as well as of Natural and Divine Law: Reclaiming
the Tradition for Christian Ethics (1999), Moral Action and Christian Ethics
(Cambridge University Press, 1995), and The Recovery of Virtue: The
Relevance of Aquinas for Christian Ethics (1990).

DAVID SOLOMON is Associate Professor and H. P. and W. B. White
Director of the Center for Ethics and Culture at the University of Notre
Dame.His work focuses on normative and applied ethics. Among his papers
are “Internal Objections to Virtue Ethics,”Midwest Studies in Philosophy 13
(1988), and “MoralRealism and theAmoralist,”Midwest Studies in Philosophy
12 (1987). He is currently working on a book on the revival of virtue ethics
in contemporary moral philosophy.

STEPHEN P. TURNER is Graduate Research Professor and Chair of
Philosophy at theUniversity of SouthFlorida.Hehaswritten extensively on
the philosophy of social science and the history of social science, including
several books onMaxWeber. He edited The Cambridge Companion to Weber
and recently coedited, with Paul Roth, the Blackwell Guide to the Philosophy
of Social Science. His most recent books are Brains/Practices/Relativism: Social
Theory after Cognitive Science (2002) and Liberal Democracy 3.0: Civil Society
in an Age of Expertise (2002).

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521790425 - Alasdair MacIntyre
Edited by Mark C. Murphy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521790425
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Alasdair MacIntyre

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521790425 - Alasdair MacIntyre
Edited by Mark C. Murphy
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521790425
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

