
STATE FORMATION IN
EARLY MODERN ENGLAND

c . 1550–1700

This book examines the development of the English state during
the long seventeenth century. The main emphasis is on the imper-
sonal forces which shaped the uses of political power, rather than
the purposeful actions of individuals or groups – it is a study of state
formation rather than of state building.

The author’s approach does not however rule out the possibility of
discerning patterns in the development of the state, and a coherent
account emerges which offers some new answers to relatively
well-established questions. In particular, it is argued that the devel-
opment of the state in this period was shaped in important ways by
social interests – particularly those of class, gender and age. It is
also argued that this period saw significant changes in the form and
functioning of the state which were, in some sense, modernising.
The book therefore offers a narrative of the development of the
state in the seventeenth century in the aftermath of revisionism.
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Dates are given old style but with the new year taken to begin on
1 January. Where possible original spelling has been preserved in
quotations. Punctuation has been added in some cases in order to clarify
the meaning.
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www.shef.ac.uk/~hri/braddick/
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