
HEGEL AND ARISTOTLE

Hegel is, arguably, the most difficult of all philosophers. To find a way
through his thought, interpreters have usually approached him as
though he were developing Kantian and Fichtean themes. This book is
the first to demonstrate in a systematic way that it makes much more
sense to view Hegel’s idealism in relation to the metaphysical and epis-
temological tradition stemming from Aristotle.

This book offers an account of Hegel’s idealism and in particular his
notions of reason, subjectivity, and teleology, in light of Hegel’s inter-
pretation, discussion, assimilation, and critique of Aristotle’s philoso-
phy. It is the first systematic analysis comparing Hegelian and Aris-
totelian views of system and history; being, metaphysics, logic, and
truth; nature and subjectivity; spirit, knowledge, and self-knowledge;
ethics and politics. In addition, Hegel’s conception of Aristotle’s phi-
losophy is contrasted with alternative conceptions typical of his time
and ours.

No serious student of Hegel can afford to ignore this major new in-
terpretation. Moreover, because it investigates with enormous erudi-
tion the relation between two giants of the Western philosophical tra-
dition, this book will speak to a wider community of readers in such
fields as history of philosophy and history of Aristotelianism, meta-
physics and logic, philosophy of nature, psychology, ethics, and politi-
cal science.

Alfredo Ferrarin is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Boston University.
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During the meal Goethe was comparatively quiet.
No doubt so as not to disturb the free speech of
his very voluble and logically penetrating guest,
who elaborated upon himself in oddly compli-
cated grammatical forms. An entirely novel ter-
minology, a mode of expression overleaping it-
self, the peculiarly employed philosophical
formulas of the ever more animated man in the
course of his demonstrations – all this finally re-
duced Goethe to complete silence without the
guest even noticing. The lady of the house like-
wise listened in silence, no doubt somewhat taken
aback, and glanced at “father” – as she always
called Goethe. After the meal had ended and the
guest departed, Goethe asked his daughter: “Now
did you like the man?” “Strange,” she replied, “I
cannot tell whether he is brilliant or mad. He
seems to me to be an unclear thinker.” Goethe
smiled ironically. “Well, well, we just ate with the
most famous of modern philosophers – Georg
Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel.”

—From Hegel in Berichten seiner Zeitgenossen
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lated by A. V. Miller, with analysis and Foreword by J. N. Findlay,
Oxford 1977.

WL = Wissenschaft der Logik (= W 5–6); SL = Hegel’s Science of Logic, transl.
by A. V. Miller, with Foreword by J. N. Findlay, London and New
York 1969.

G. W. F. Hegel, La théorie de la mesure, edited by by A. Doz. Paris 1970.
NS = Nürnberger Schriften (W 4).
PhR = Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts (W 7).
Knox = Hegel’s Philosophy of Right, transl. with notes by T. M. Knox, Ox-

ford 1952.
Wann = Die Philosophie des Rechts: d. Mitschr. Wannenmann (Heidelberg

1817/18), edited, introduced, and annotated by Karl-Heinz Ilting,
Stuttgart 1983.

Fragment = “Fragment zur Philosophie des Geistes,” edited by F. Nicolin,
in Hegel-Studien, vol. 1 1961, now in BS (W 11), 517–50.

H/T = Vorlesungen über die Philosophie des Geistes (Berlin 1827/28), tran-
scribed by J. E. Erdmann and F. Walter, edited by F. Hespe and
B. Tuschling (Lectures, selected transcripts, and manuscripts,
Vol. 13), Hamburg 1994.

ENZ.A = Enzyklopädie der Philosophischen Wissenschaften im Grundrisse
(1817), in JA 6, followed by § (number of section), A (Remark, An-
merkung), Z (oral addition, Zusatz).

ENZ.B = Enzyklopädie der philosophischen Wissenschaften im Grundrisse
(1827), edited by W. Bonsiepen and H. C. Lucas (GW 19).

ENZ.C = Enzyklopädie der philosophischen Wissenschaften (W 8–10).
Enzyklopädie der philosophischen Wissenschaften im Grundrisse (1830), ed-

ited by F. Nicolin and O. Pöggeler, Hamburg 1959.
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EL = The Encylopædia Logic, transl. by T. F. Geraets, W. A. Suchting, and
H. S. Harris, Indianapolis and Cambridge 1991.

Petry = Hegel’s Philosophy of Nature, edited and transl. with Introduction
and explanatory notes by M. J. Petry, 3 vols., London 1970.

Hegel’s Philosophy of Nature, transl. by A. V. Miller with Foreword by J. N.
Findlay, Oxford, 1970.

PSS = Hegel’s Philosophie des Subjektiven Geistes/Hegel’s Philosophy of Subjec-
tive Spirit, edited and transl. with introduction and explanatory notes
by M. J. Petry, 3 vols., Dordrecht, Boston, and London 1978.

Hegel’s Philosophy of Mind, transl. by A. V. Miller with Foreword by J. N.
Findlay, Oxford 1971.

BS = Berliner Schriften (= W 11).
BSH = Berliner Schriften, edited by J. Hoffmeister, Hamburg 1956.
LuM = Vorlesungen über Logik und Metaphysik (Heidelberg 1817). Mit-

geschrieben von F. A. Good, edited by K. Gloy (Lectures, selected
transcripts, and manuscripts, vol. 11.), Hamburg 1992.

VGPh = Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Philosophie (W 18–20).
Bolland = Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Philosophie, edited by G. J. P.

J. Bolland, Leiden 1908.
HP = Lectures on the History of Philosophy, transl. by E. S. Haldane and

F. H. Simson (1892, 3 vols.). Reprint. New York 1968.
J/G 1 = Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Philosophie, Part 1, Introduction

to the History of Philosophy: Oriental Philosophy, edited by P. Gar-
niron and W. Jaeschke (Lectures, selected transcripts and manu-
scripts, Vol. 6.), Hamburg 1994.

J/G 2 = Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Philosophie, Part 2. Greek Phi-
losophy 1, edited by P. Garniron and W. Jaeschke (Lectures,
selected transcripts, and manuscripts, Vol. 7.), Hamburg 1989.

J/G 3 = Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Philosophie, Part 2. Greek
Philosophy 2, edited by P. Garniron and W. Jaeschke (Lectures,
selected transcripts, and manuscripts, Vol. 8.), Hamburg 1996.

J = Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der Philosophie, Part 1. Einleitung in die
Geschichte der Philosophie: Oriental Philosophy, new edition by
W. Jaeschke, Hamburg 1993.

Hoffmeister = Sämtliche Werke, Vol. 15a: Vorlesungen über die Geschichte der
Philosophie. Einleitung: System und Geschichte der Philosophie. Voll-
ständig neu nach den Quellen hrsg. v. Johannes Hoffmeister,
Leipzig 1940.

VPhG = Vorlesungen über die Philosophie der Geschichte (W 12).

ABBREVIATIONS xxi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521783143 - Hegel and Aristotle
Alfredo Ferrarin
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/0521783143


VGPh Lasson = Vorlesungen über die Philosophie der Geschichte, edited by G.
Lasson, in four parts, Leipzig 1917–23.

LPhR = Lectures on the Philosophy of Religion, transl. from the 2nd German
edition by E. B. Speirs and J. B. Sanderson, 3 vols., New York 1962.

Verzeichniss = Verzeichniss der von dem Herrn Dr. Hegel and dem Herrn Dr. See-
beck hintergelassenen Buchsammlungen, section 1, Berlin 1832.
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