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PLAYING WITH WORDS

matching activity, to be done
in pairs

combination of verb + noun
or particle
revision of any verb fense

9-11

reading, writing (optional)

45 minutes

a copy of the Mix ‘n’ match
worksheet per pair of pupils

44

Mix ‘n’ match

Before class

Make a copy of the Mix ‘n” match worksheet for each pair or small group of pupils. If possible,
stick the worksheet onto card before you cut it up, to make the word cards easier to handle for
pupils. Check if there are any words or phrases which you do not want to include, and, if so,
discard them. Cut up the worksheet into 66 cards.

1 Arrange the class into pairs and give each pair a set of word cards.

2 Explain the object of the activity. This can be done by example on the blackboard. Write a
verb on one side of the board and a number of possible combinations on the other, e.g.

a sandwich

a letter

up

television

a photo

acar

Elicit the correct combination from pupils: watch television.

wafch

(2

Ask the pairs of pupils to match up their cards in the same way.

4 Monitor o check that they are making correct combinations. NB There is sometimes more
than one correct combination, e.g. open a letter would be correct, as well as open the
door.

Optional written work

1 When they have completed the task, ask pupils to write sentences using some of the
combinations they have created. These can be made using any tense they have been
working on recently, e.g.
I am watching the television.
Sarah never watches television.

2 Put pupils into teams and ask pupils in each team in turn to read out a sentence.

3 Teams score a point for each correct sentence.

Option

Select the combinations you want to use with your class and write the words on large pieces of
card. Give one card to each pupil, then ask pupils to walk around to find their other half. For
example, the pupil with the card watch walks around until she finds felevision. When all the
pupils have found their partner they can make up sentences in pairs using their words. These
can then be read out to the whole class in a team game, as above, if you like.
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