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global governance. The authors investigate ‘complex multilateralism’
by studying the relationship between three multilateral economic
institutions (the IMF, World Bank, and World Trade Organization),
and three global social movements (environmental, labour, and
women’s movements). They provide a rich comparative analysis of
the institutional response to social movement pressure, tracing
institutional change, policy modification and social movement tactics
as they struggle to influence the rules and practices governing trade,
finance and development regimes. The contest to shape global
governance is increasingly being conducted upon a number of levels
and amongst a diverse set of actors. Analysing a unique breadth of
institutions and movements, this book charts an important part of
that contest.
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Preface

The origins of this book lie in a 1994 research programme on global
economic institutions (GEI) launched by the Economic and Social
Research Council (ESRC) of Great Britain. The programme encour-
aged researchers to discuss how existing global economic institutions
and regimes, ‘shape international interaction, within the context of
important changes underway in the world economy” (ESRC 1995).
Feeling that initial ESRC projects reflected a narrow field of investi-
gation, we (at that stage all colleagues at the University of Sussex)
formulated a research project that would help discover the nature of
the evolving relationship between the major public multilateral
economic institutions and the world’s population. From our per-
spective, early ESRC GEI projects were dominated by economistic
methodologies and a view of the global political economy which
excluded civil society actors. Although claiming that changes in the
world economy posed great challenges for economic institutions, the
methodology and units of analysis used in the projects were hardly
innovative. Our view was not that the funded projects were
unimportant or unworthy, but that as a group they seemed oblivious
of recent theoretical and empirical developments in the fields of
international relations, sociology and politics.

It was our hope that the research we produced would supplement
and challenge both the findings and the intellectual assumptions of
other GEI projects. The initial goal was to determine what relationship
there might be between this grand developing architecture of inter-
state (and sometimes interfirm or state—firm) economic institutions
and the non-elite majority of the world’s population. It was an
interesting, but over-ambitious undertaking given the temporal (two
years) and financial (£56,700) constraints on the project. To fulfil the
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demands of the funding agency for timely completion, scholarly
output and relevance to users we were required to be selective in our
study and limit our focus. We decided to focus upon the actions of
three multilateral economic institutions (the International Monetary
Fund, World Bank, and the World Trade Organization) and three
social movements (women’s movements, environmentalists and
labour). We have used insight gained from these studies to reflect
more widely on multilateral governance.

During the course of our research we have accumulated many
debts. First, we thank the ESRC for funding our project (grant
L120251027). Second, we are grateful to a number of academic
colleagues for providing sound advice and supporting us over the
evolution of this project. This group includes Robert Cox, Stephen
Gill, Richard Higgott, Craig Murphy, Roger Tooze and Caroline
Thomas. A graduate student, Chris Slosser, helped in the preparation
of this manuscript for publication. Third, we thank many people in
our selected international institutions and social movements who
have given freely and openly of their time and views on the subject
matter. Their number is too great to thank them individually here, but
their contribution has been essential to the final product.

Fourth, a number of academics, institutional officials and social
movement activists participated in a one-day workshop in February
1998 to discuss our interim report. This group included Jo Marie
Griesegraber of the Center of Concern in Washington, Sheila
Kawamara of the Ugandan National NGO Forum, Ricardo Melendez
of the International Centre for Sustainable Development and Trade in
Geneva, Elizabeth Morris-Hughes of the World Bank, Susan Prowse of
the International Monetary Fund, Stephen Pursey of the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions, Laura Fraude Rubio of the
Mexican section of Women’s Eyes on the Bank, Gary Sampson of the
World Trade Organization, Caroline Thomas of Southampton Univer-
sity, and David Vines of Oxford University. Their insights were greatly
appreciated. Despite the fact that there are sections of the book that
each of them would challenge we hope that they are stimulated by the
final product.

The research for and writing of this book was undertaken as a joint
project. Our aspiration was that it would read as a single work rather
than an edited collection. Robert O’Brien acted as coordinator and
took the lead on the introduction, conclusion and the WTO chapter.
Anne Marie Goetz researched and wrote the chapter on the World

X
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Bank, Marc Williams was responsible for the environmental chapter,
and Jan Aart Scholte conducted the IMF study. We have faced
scheduling difficulties and intellectual disagreements, but we believe
a coherent and persuasive study has emerged from our efforts.
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AFL-CIO American Federation of Labor—Congress of
Industrial Organisations

BothENDS Environment and Development Service for
NGOs

CEM Country Economic Memorandum (World Bank)

CTE Committee on Trade and Environment

DAWN Development Alternatives with Women for a
New Era

Development GAP  The Development Group for Alternative
Policies

EAs Environmental assessments (World Bank)

ED Executive Director (of the IMF)

EGCG External Gender Consultative Group (World
Bank)

EI Education International

ENGOs Environmental NGOs

ESAF Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility

ESDVP Environmentally Sustainable Development Vice
President (World Bank)

ESM Environmental social movement

ESW Economic and sector work (World Bank)

EURODAD European Network on Debt and Development

EXR External Relations department (IMF)

FAD Fiscal Affairs department (IMF)

FOE Friends of the Earth

GAB General Arrangements to Borrow

GAP Gender Analysis and Policy (World Bank)

GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
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GEMIT Group on Environmental Measures and Inter-
national Trade (GATT)

GSM Global social movements
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Development
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United Nations)
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PSI Public Services International
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