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foundations for subsequent development of African-American culture in
all the colonies of these countries.
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Preface

This book was conceived during a watershed conference held at Williams-
burg, Virginia, in 1998 that was intended to explore the ways in which
historians might use newly refined data on the slave trade made available
by the DuBois Institute and a Cambridge University Press publication of
a database of slave shipping records. The records made easier the task
of linking patterns in the slave trade to the settlement of slaves in the
Americas. One of the possibilities that occurred to us as we interacted
with other scholars and reviewed the data was the possibility of linking
specific events in Africa with their consequences in America. What stood
out for us was the amazing wave of Angolans coming to the Americas at
just the time that the English and Dutch were establishing their colonies.

This realization that there was what might be termed an “Angolan
wave” dovetailed with a work that Thornton had just published on the
Angolan background of the first shipload of Africans to arrive in Virginia.
As our joint research would soon reveal, their background of enslave-
ment in Angola, shipment to the Spanish Indies on a Portuguese vessel,
and capture by English or Dutch privateers was not unique but in fact
typical of the history of the entire first generation of Africans coming into
the new colonies of the English and the Dutch. Heywood, for her part,
was completing a study of the strongly Creole background of Angolans
and the influence that this background had on the cultural connections
among Portugal, Angola, and Brazil, which she subsequently followed up
with a major conference on the Central African roots of American cul-
tures in 1999, published by Cambridge University Press in 2001. We were
also already jointly working as consultants for the African Burial Ground
project in New York, where we were struck by the remarkably uniform
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x Preface

and Angolan background of the first Africans to be enslaved in that early
Dutch colony. Just as we began our project, we also became consultants
to the Jamestown–Yorktown Foundation’s new exhibition to commemo-
rate the 400th anniversary of the founding of the first permanent English
colony in North America and especially its African component. Because
we were both involved in teaching courses on the history of the Atlantic
and the African diaspora, we saw the potential for uniting these disparate
insights into a single project.

The circumstances of our initial interest in the project led us to explore
English and Dutch colonization and our work at Jamestown and New
York had started us off. After we had engaged the project for some time
we realized that French colonization probably followed the same lines,
and, where relevant, a few references to French activities are included.
However, filling out the picture for the French would require much more
time than we were prepared to spend. We hope that others will take up
this challenge and see the degree to which our preliminary guess is correct.
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took us to Bermuda and Barbados, as well as local archives in Virginia,
Pennsylvania, New York, Maryland, and Massachusetts. We spent many
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