
This book is a study of the marrying of Anne of Cleves to King
Henry VIII. It contains fascinating material – including ‘demonic’
interference and sexual politics at court – which differs from the usual
stereotyped accounts of Anne. It also provides a rich new context of
royal courtship rituals, and a startling account of the king’s failure to
consummate his marriage.

Henry’s decision to ally himself with this German noblewoman in
1540 was in part a reaction to the Franco-Imperial treaty mediated by
Pope Paul III, who renewed a suspended bull of excommunication
against Henry in the hope of isolating England diplomatically. The
subsequent marriage procedures, from the advent of negotiations
and the portrait of Anne by Hans Holbein the Younger to Henry’s
Rochester greeting of Anne – in disguise – and the Greenwich nup-
tials, followed usual royal protocol. However, the king’s sexual inca-
pacity, which prevented the consummation of the marriage,
culminated in the fall and subsequent execution of Thomas
Cromwell and his client Lord Hungerford, who were both tarred with
the brush of sexual heresy.

R M. W is Professor of History, Arizona State
University, Tempe. Her previous publications include The Rise and

Fall of Anne Boleyn: Family Politics at the Court of Henry VIII (1989), which
was a History Book Club selection, Women of the English Renaissance and

Reformation (1983), a Choice Magazine selection, and William Lambarde:

Elizabethan Antiquary (1973).

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-77037-8 - The Marrying of Anne of Cleves: Royal Protocol in Early Modern England
Retha M. Warnicke
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521770378
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-77037-8 - The Marrying of Anne of Cleves: Royal Protocol in Early Modern England
Retha M. Warnicke
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521770378
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


  

ANNE OF CLEVES

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-77037-8 - The Marrying of Anne of Cleves: Royal Protocol in Early Modern England
Retha M. Warnicke
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521770378
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


PLACEHOLDER

Anne of Cleves

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-77037-8 - The Marrying of Anne of Cleves: Royal Protocol in Early Modern England
Retha M. Warnicke
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521770378
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


  

A N N E O F C L E V E S
Royal protocol in early modern England

R E T H A  M . WA R N I C K E

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-77037-8 - The Marrying of Anne of Cleves: Royal Protocol in Early Modern England
Retha M. Warnicke
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521770378
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge. 

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org 
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521770378

© Retha M. Warnicke 2000

Th is publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception 
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, 
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written 
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2000

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Warnicke, Retha M.
Th e marrying of Anne of Cleves: royal protocol in early modern
England / Retha M. Warnicke.
  p.  cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 0 521 77037 8 (hardbound)
1. Anne, of Cleves, Queen, consort of Henry viii, King of England,
1515–1557 – Marriage. 2. Marriages of royalty and nobility – Great
Britain – History – 16th century. 3. Marriage customs and rites –
England – History – 16th century. 4. Henry viii, King of England,
1491–1547 – Marriage. 5. Great Britain – History – Henry viii,
1509–1547. 6. Queens – Great Britain – Biography. I. Title.
da333.c54w37 2000
392.5́ 086́ 210942–dc21 99-30163 cip

isbn  978-0-521-77037-8  Hardback
isbn  978-0-521-17969-0  Paperback 

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of 
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, 
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate 
or appropriate. 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-77037-8 - The Marrying of Anne of Cleves: Royal Protocol in Early Modern England
Retha M. Warnicke
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521770378
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


C O N T E N T S

List of plates page viii
List of figures x
Acknowledgments xi
Map: Cleves territories xv

11  1

12   12

13   36

14    63

15   94

16   127

17   155

18  ’    187

19  ’       229

10  263

Notes 269
Index 326

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-77037-8 - The Marrying of Anne of Cleves: Royal Protocol in Early Modern England
Retha M. Warnicke
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521770378
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


P L AT E S

Miniature portrait of Anne of Cleves, 1539. Hans frontispiece

Holbein the Younger. Reproduced by permission of the
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6 Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor. Titian. Museo del Prado,
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pleased. I had not heretofore considered doing further research on
her, for I was then pursuing a collaborative effort on Jacobean
women’s funeral sermons with Bettie Anne Doebler of the English
Department at Arizona State. I was pleased, however, that he con-
sidered my scholarly abilities equal to such a task and finally
accepted his advice. The Rise and Fall of Anne Boleyn: Family Politics at

the Court of Henry VIII was the result.
This present study grew out of that book. While involved in its

research, I became aware of how inaccurately religious and secular
rituals had been interpreted. The most obvious example was the
ubiquitous speculation on why Henry VIII had failed to attend his
daughter Elizabeth’s christening. His absence was dictated by reli-
gious protocol, of course, and not by his disappointment that she was
a daughter rather than the son he had been expecting. This aware-
ness led me to examine Henry’s greeting of Anne of Cleves at
Rochester and then to embark upon a larger study of royal protocol
in the courtship and marrying process.

My first findings on this research were offered at a workshop
funded by the Arizona State Graduate College and by the Arizona
Humanities Council in 1989. Also participating in the workshop
were Elton with his former student Norman Jones of Utah State,
A. J. Slavin of the University of Louisville and also visiting professor
at Arizona State with his former student Joseph Block of California
Polytechnic at Pomona, and two of my Ph.D. students, William
Penberthy and John Wagner. I recall how attentive Elton was to the
papers of the graduate students and how appreciative they were for
his interest and helpful comments.

He later read and critiqued a revised version of my paper on
Henry’s greeting of Anne of Cleves, which thanks to Michael
Moore, appeared in Albion in the winter of 1996. Unfortunately, my
term as department chair (1992–98) and some smaller research ven-
tures, including a few additional essays on Anne Boleyn, delayed the
completion of The Marrying of Anne of Cleves: Royal Protocol in Early

Modern England. Because it was only after his death in December
1994 that I began to examine Anne’s divorce and Cromwell’s fall, I
shall never know whether Elton would have been able to validate my
version of those tragic events, but I do hope he would have repeated
what he said about my “Sexual Heresy” thesis in the book on Anne
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Boleyn, that it is a “fresh and original approach.” In the last decade
of his distinguished career, he had decided that analyses of court
politics must take into consideration themes from women’s history,
the history of sexuality, and family history. It is to his memory and his
deep commitment to the advancement of historical studies that I
dedicate this book.
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