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Preface

On a little dot of a tropical island in Southeast Asia just above the
equator, a decade and a half ago, the Department of English Language
and Literature of the National University of Singapore witnessed an
encounter between two colleagues, one newly hired. Neither imagined
that that contact would lead to any output of substance or significance,
for the simple reason that they came from very different academic
backgrounds and had, at that point, minimal knowledge or interest in
the other’s fields. One had trained as a phonetician and was working on
a New English in the World Englishes paradigm. The other was a creolist
and typologist specialising in Sinitic varieties. A standing joke was that
we would never be talking about work when we got together outside
office hours, so distinct and compartmentalised were our interests and
expertise.

This ontological anecdote underlines the essence of this book. The
studies of pidgin and creole languages on the one hand and World
Englishes on the other are almost always written about as separate ani-
mals; an exception is John Platt, whose writing in the 1970s and 1980s
did integrate the study of New Englishes with pidgin and creole stud-
ies, as is, more recently, Bao Zhiming. One primary aim of this book
was indeed to bring our collective expertise in our respective fields
together in an integrated view, such that what is common and com-
parable in the sociolinguistic factors and structural processes involved
in the evolution of contact varieties – whether creoles, New Englishes or
mixed codes – might be recognised. Our discussions in the early years
planted the seed. Half a dozen years at the University of Amsterdam
and the Amsterdam Centre for Language and Communication – in par-
ticular our engagement with colleagues in the Language Creation and
the Sociolinguistics and Multilingualism groups and other scholars in
Europe and the US, who were doing critical, cutting-edge research –
profoundly influenced our thinking, especially in developing an ana-
lysis of New Englishes from a contact perspective. That being said,
it might still appear surprising to the reader that it is a mere two
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x Preface

chapters that appear to be dedicated to pidgin and creole languages and
linguistics, these being the cornerstone of the study of languages in con-
tact, when the majority of books in the field usually devote themselves
entirely to them. However, the goal of this book was not to try to encom-
pass what other colleagues have much more comprehensively and mag-
nificently covered in other books on pidgins and creoles. Rather –
as but one facet of the book – we aimed to distil the main topics in creole
studies and provide a critical account for the reader to be able to better
evaluate the significant issues and major debates in the field. Above
all, what we wanted to do with this book was to integrate perspectives
and research from the fields of multilingualism and code switching,
language shift and endangerment, and language and globalisation –
fields we have also been engaged in actively in our research and which
are all significant in a consideration of languages in contact. To this
end, a chapter is devoted to each of these. With the burgeoning in the
past decade of language and globalisation studies, in particular, we
felt it imperative that this book should also consider the new sites of
contact that globalisation affords, including those arising in computer-
mediated communication, popular culture and the globalised new econ-
omy. The phenomena of contact, its processes and products are mani-
fested in myriad forms, beyond pidgin and creole languages, and extend
beyond past scenarios into contemporary contexts.

Our remit, in the conceptualisation of this book, was also to bring
to bear our research and expertise in contact scenarios of Asia. Thus,
while we have endeavoured to give a sense of the central issues and
classic examples of the various topics covered, we have foregrounded
research and illustrations from Asia. These involve typologically diverse
languages in contact, including Sinitic, Austronesian, Dravidian and
other non-Indo-European varieties – many of them presented for the
first time – from our own work and the work of others, and we discuss
their relevance for current theories of contact phenomena.

This book, then, is one that is for students and scholars not only of
creole studies but also of World Englishes, language endangerment, lan-
guage and globalisation, language and communication, and policy and
education. It is for anyone interested in considering the outcome of con-
tact of all kinds – New Englishes, mixed codes, endangered languages –
that have occurred and continue to occur in diverse ecologies. It is for
the reader who is keen on exploring this field with fresh eyes, and on
considering current and future research areas of promise for a deeper
and renewed understanding of language contact in modern societies.
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