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The Cambridge Dictionary of Linguistics provides concise and clear definitions of

all the terms any undergraduate or graduate student is likely to encounter in the
study of linguistics and English language or in other degrees involving linguistics,
such as modern languages, media studies and translation. It covers the key areas of
syntax, morphology, phonology, phonetics, semantics and pragmatics but also
contains terms from discourse analysis, stylistics, historical linguistics,
sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, computational linguistics and corpus
linguistics. It provides entries for 246 languages, including ‘major’ languages

and languages regularly mentioned in research papers and textbooks. Features
include cross-referencing between entries and extended entries on some terms.
Where appropriate, entries contain illustrative examples from English and other
languages, and many provide etymologies bringing out the metaphors lying
behind the technical terms. Also available is an electronic version of the
dictionary which includes ‘clickable’ cross-referencing.
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the University of Edinburgh from 1965 to 1983 and then at the University of Essex,
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and President of the Philological Society. His major research interest is in English
grammar. His previous publications include Syntax: A Linguistic Introduction to
Sentence Structure Second Edition (with Jim Miller, 1991) and he is Editor-in-Chief

of the Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics Second Edition (2006).

JIM MILLER is Professor Emeritus at the University of Edinburgh. He taught
linguistics at the University of Edinburgh from 1967 to 2003 and the University
of Auckland from 2003 to 2007. His major research interests are the grammar and
discourse organization of spontaneous spoken language and how they differ from
written language, and grammatical categories, especially case, tense and aspect.
He is the author of A Critical Introduction to Syntax (2011) and Spontaneous

Spoken Language: Syntax and Discourse (with Regina Weinert, 2009).
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ABBREVIATIONS

ABBESS abessive

ABL ablative case

ABS absolute

AD] adjective

ACC accusative

ADV adverb

ADVP adverbial phrase

AGR agreement

ALL allative case

AOR aorist

AP adjective phrase

APPL applicative

CAUS causative

CGEL Cambridge Grammar of the English Language
CGE Comprehensive Grammar of English
CLF classifier

COMP complementizer

CON]J conjunction

DAT dative case

DO direct object

ELAT elative

ERG ergative

ESS essive

FOC focus

GEN genitive

GER gerund

GB Government and Binding
IMP imperative

IND indicative

INSTR instrumental

IPFV imperfective aspect

LFG Lexical-Functional Grammar
LOG logophoric

MP Minimalist Program
NOM nominative case

NP noun phrase
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viii LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

OBLQ
(0)6;
OPT
PART
PFV
PL
POSS
PRS
PRT
PRTV
PP
P&P
PROG
PROP
PST
RRG
S

SG
SG
SPE
SUB
SUP
TRANSL
VOC
VP

1

2PL
1SG

oblique

oblique object

optative

participle

perfective aspect

plural

possessive

present

participle

partitive

prepositional phrase
Principles and Parameters
progressive

proprietive

past

Role and Reference Grammar
subject

singular

Systemic grammar
Sound Pattern of English
subjunctive

supine

translative

vocative

verb phrase

first person

second person

third person
second-person plural, etc.
first-person singular, etc.
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PHONETIC SYMBOLS FOR ENGLISH VOWELS

S T 9O a & 0

>

el
U
ai
av
I
e}
ed

09

as in see
as in pit
as in pet
as in pat
as in part
as in paw
as in pot
as in put
as in cup
as in too
as in bird
as in about
as in pay
as in home
as in high
as in how
as in boy
as in here
as in hair

as in pure

/si/
/prt/
/pet/
/pat/
/pat/
/pa:/
/pot/
/put/
/kap/
[t/
/bzd/
/abaut/
/pet/
/havm/
/hai/
/hav/
/ba1/
/hia/
/hea/
/pjua/
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