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Notes on language-specific symbols 

Cirecire
This language has two clicks: 

(1)	 dental 	 [|]
(2)	 lateral	 [||]

Clicks can appear with:

(3)	 aspiration 		  [||h], [|h]
(4)	 voicing 		  [|g], [||g]
(5)	 rarely, uvularization 	 [||x], [|x]

Other symbols used are:
[c]		 for non-voiced affricated palatal stop
[dj]	 for voiced affricated palatal stop
[q]	 for affricated uvular stop

Jaqaru

“		  aspiration

Kwakw’ala

!			   glottalization
= before suffix 	 sonantized sound
= before suffix 	 sonantized sound

Telugu

T, D, N, L 	 =	 retroflex sounds 
t, d 	 =	 dentals 
ph, th, etc. 	 =	 aspirated sounds 
c, j 	 =	 post-alveolar affricates

xvii
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Totonac
Orthography:

x		  =	 /∫/ 
h		  =	 /?/ 
j		  =	 /x/ 
lh		 =	 /Ë/
tz		 =	 /ts/ 
ch		 =	 /t∫/ 
'		  =	 laryngealization of preceding vowel
’		  =	 glottalization of preceding consonant 

Zulu
C1, C2, C3, ...	� Zulu nouns are divided into classes, each with its own 

agreement pattern. Many of the classes are marked with 
an identifying prefix. These prefixes are glossed here as C1, 
C2, C3, etc. Odd-numbered classes from 1 to 11 are singular 
classes. Classes 2, 4, 6 and 10 are plural classes. Other classes 
(14 and 15) are used exclusively for non-count nouns. There 
are no classes 8, 12 or 13 in Zulu.

xviii	 ﻿ Notes on language-specific symbols
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Abbreviations

a	 	 �Active personal pronominal affix (followed by 
1, 2, 3, 0 – referring to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd person 
and zero)

abl	 Ablative
abn	 Abstract noun
abs	 Absolutive
acc	 Accusative
acn	 Action noun
act	 Active
ade	 Adessive
adj	 Adjective
adr	 Adverb
adv	 Adverse
aff	 Affective
ag	 Agent
all	 Allative 
amb 	 Ambulative
anp	 Anaphoric
anx	 Action nominal affix
app	 Applicative
aps	 Antipassive
attr	 Attribute
aug	 Augmentative
av 	 Agent/Actor voice
+ atr	 Advanced (retracted) tongue root
– atr 	 Non-advanced (retracted) tongue root

ben 	 Benefactive
bfr	 Back-formation
bln	 Blending

cal	 Consonant alternation
cau	 Causative
cfx	 Confix
chn	 Change
cla	 Classifier

xix
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cls	 Classifying particle
cmp	 Comparative
cmt	 Comitative
cnv	 Conversion
col	 Collective
com	 Companionate
con	 Continuous
coo	 Coordination
cou	 Countable
cpl	 Completion
cpn	 Compound
crx	 Circumfix
cv	 Consonant-vowel (indicates reduplication)

def	 Definite marker
det	 Determinative
dim	 Diminutive
dir	 Directional
dis	 Discontinuity
div	 Diversative
dnl	 Denominal
dst 	 Distal
dtb	 Distributive
dua	 Dual
dur	 Durative

emp	 Empty particle
erg	 Ergative
ess	 Essive
evn	 Event
exc	 Excessive
exp	 Experiential

f	 	 Feminine
fct	 Factitive
fea	 Feature
fre	 Frequentative
fut 	 Future

gen	 Genitive
gnd	 Gender
grc	 Generic
grn	 Gerund

icl	 Inclusive
icp	 Inceptive

xx	 ﻿ List of abbreviations
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	 List of abbreviations ﻿� xxi

idf 	 Indefinite
ifl	 Inflection
ifx	 Infix
imp	 Imperative
inc	 Inchoative
ind	 Indicative
inf	 Infinitive
ins 	 Instrumental
int	 Intensive
intr	 Intransitive
io		 Indirect object
ipf	 Imperfective
ips	 Impersonal
irr	 Irrealis
ite	 Iterative
itx	 Interfix

lnk	 Linking element
loc	 Locative

m		  Masculine
mom 	 Punctual, momentaneous or single-event verb   
mrk	 Marker
ms	� Morphotactic separator (connector in finite 

verb forms)
mut	 Mutual

n		  Noun
neg	 Negative, negation
nin	 Noun incorporation
nmr	 Nominalizer
nom	 Nominative
ntr	 Neuter gender

o 		 Direct object pronoun
obj 	 Object
obl	 Oblique

pas	 Passive	
pat 	 Patient
pef 	 Personifier
per	 Personal article
pfv	 Perfective
pk 	 Personal knowledge
pl	 Plural
plc	 Place
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xxii	 ﻿ List of abbreviations

pos	 Possessive
prg 	 Progressive
pri	 Privative
prs	 Present 
prx	 Prefix
pst 	 Past
ptc	 Participle

qnt	 Quantity
quo	 Quotation
qsn	 Question

rap	 Root-and-pattern
rcp	 Reciprocal
rdp	 Reduplication
rea	 Realis
rel	 Relational
rev	 Reversative
rfl	 Reflexive

s	 	 �Stative personal pronominal affix (followed by 
1, 2, 3, 0 – referring to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd person 
and zero)

sbj	 Subject
sfx	 Suffix
sg		 Singular
sgt	 Singulative
sim	 Simultaneity
soc	 Sociative 
spe	 Specific
ss		 Sentence suffix
st		 �First part of stem, probably part of a com-

pound of unclear meaning, preceding pronomi-
nal prefixes

sta	 Stative
stm	 Stem
str	 Stress
stt	 State
sup 	 Supine morpheme 

tam	 Tense/Aspect/Mood marker
th	 Thematic prefix/suffix
thm	 Theme
ti		 Time
top	 Tone/pitch
tot	 Totality
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	 List of abbreviations ﻿� xxiii

tr	 Transitive
trn	 Translative

v	 	 Verb
val	 Vowel alternation
vl	 Verbal
vr	 Verbalizer

1		  1st person
1>2	� Verbal grammatical first to second person 

‘I>you’
2		  2nd person
3		  3rd person
3o	 3rd person direct object
3>3 	 Verbal grammatical 3rd to 3rd person ‘she>him’

c + Suffix 	 the preceding morpheme drops its vowel
v + Suffix 	 the preceding morpheme retains its vowel
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