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Preface

The process of developing and seeing an edited collection such as this
one through to publication is inevitably longer than planned and some-
times tortuous. We started talking about the project initially when we
felt that there was a need for more sustained discussion of the changing
research agendas on race and ethnic relations that have emerged over the
past two decades or so. As active participants in some of the debates, we
had some understanding of key facets of these new agendas, but we saw
a need for a collection of original chapters that explored key issues in
more depth. It is with this overarching concern in mind that we started
the process of bringing together the various contributions that make up
this collection. As we talked, we felt that there were certain key areas of
debate that have emerged over the past 20 years or more that we wanted
to represent in this collection, and we have grouped these chapters in
Part I. We also wanted to include a wide range of chapters that reflected
developments within specific fields of scholarship; these are grouped
together in Part II. We recognise that some themes and issues cannot be
covered within the confines of a collection such as this one. This is partly
why we have decided to include two substantive chapters by ourselves,
as editors, which work both to provide the background to the issues that
are covered in the book and to take a look forward at likely trends and
developments in the future. We hope that the 15 chapters that make up
this collection can help to encourage further debate and reflection at a
time when questions about race and racism seem likely to continue to
influence both political discourses and actions in civil society.

As editors, we are grateful to all the authors who have stuck with
the project from the beginning. Without the hard work of the various
authors, such a project would not be possible. We have also accumulated
a number of debts for support, advice and intellectual stimulation during
the time we have been working on this collection. In alphabetical order,
we would like to say thank you to a number of people who have dis-
cussed this with us and encouraged us along the way: Claire Alexander,
Les Back, Michael Banton, Gargi Bhattacharyya, Alice Bloch, Martin
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Bulmer, Milena Chimienti, Patricia Hill Collins, Max Farrar, Paul
Gilroy, Vicki Harman, Michael Keith, Marco Martiniello, Nasar Meer,
Sarah Neal, Liza Schuster, Stephen Small, Satnam Virdee and Aaron
Winter. We also thank the anonymous reviewers of the initial proposal
and the manuscript for their suggestions and support for the book. We
are also grateful to John Haslam and Carrie Parkinson from Cambridge
University Press for their patience and understanding about the unavoid-
able delays such a project seems to involve.

kar im murj i

Open University

john solomos

University of Warwick
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