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124–25, 129, 139, 145–46, 202
activity, mental 12, 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, 44, 65n.12,
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Brown, Deborah J. 8, 20n.24, 22n.30, 24n.35,

25, 33n.47, 35n.49, 42n.58, 43n.59,
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Chappell, Vere 21n.28, 22n.30, 24n.34, 32n.43,

32n.44, 103n.5, 104, 105, 107n.11
childhood 43, 58, 92, 94, 165
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Christina, Queen 8n.6, 94, 101n.1, 131, 179, 182,

183, 184, 185, 197, 203n.35
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31–46, 144
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as assent-compelling 41, 67, 99, 100, 111, 116,

118–30, 153, 176
and certainty 15, 16, 16n.16, 41
as criterion of truth 10–11, 36, 61
degrees of 16n.14, 35, 37, 38, 40, 41, 44–46,

48, 49
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as features of the act of perceiving 6–7, 34,

39, 44–46
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35, 36, 37–38
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Clarke, Desmond M. 21n.28, 24n.35, 43n.59,

59n.86, 72n.25
Clatterbaugh, Kenneth C. 20n.26, 51n.75
clear and distinct ideas see clarity and 

distinctness; confused and obscure 
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Clerselier, Claude 30, 31, 34, 109, 143, 144
Cogito 10, 11, 118, 129, 203
cognition (cognitio)

theory of 26n.36
knowledge as 74, 74n.27, 75, 77, 89
and error 74, 74n.27, 75, 77

cold 14, 30, 37n.52, 43, 47, 48–56, 192
color 36n.50, 42, 43, 44, 46, 47, 48n.68, 57,

58n.84
common notions 83, 103, 126, 138, 141n.20
compatibilism 121, 142, 143, 144, 145–47
conditioned response 196n.26
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30, 33–38, 44
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see also correspondence; ideas, truth and 
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44–46, 55–58
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140, 141, 150n.2
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consequences see non-consequentialism
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contentment, of mind 169, 174–76, 183, 185–89,

190, 195, 203–04
see also satisfaction; happiness

control/self-mastery 4, 100, 165, 170, 171, 180,
183–85, 191–204

in avoiding error 62, 71–72, 82, 94, 100, 125
over beliefs 109–15
over desires/passions 72n.26, 171–72, 173–74,

182, 184, 190n.18, 191, 194–203, 204
and virtue 9, 100, 153, 168, 180, 182–83, 184,

185, 191–204
see also duty; rationality/reason, 

deontological
Coodlidge, F. P. 163n.19
correspondence 6, 21n.27, 28, 31, 34, 36, 42, 44,

46, 58, 63, 68, 87, 97n.61
see also conformity

Costa, Michael J. 21n.28
Cottingham, John 8, 48n.69, 59n.86, 69,

72n.25, 94n.55, 105, 117, 121n.37, 125,
127n.47, 149n.1, 156n.14, 158n.15, 166,
173n.25, 176n.27, 192n.21, 196n.26

creation, of the eternal truths 8, 91n.49, 132,
133–35, 136, 137, 142, 143
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Cress, Donald 63n.7
Cronin, Timothy J. 23n.32
Cumming, Robert 164n.19
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Davies, Richard 5n.3, 51n.75, 63n.7, 114n.26,

121n.38, 128n.48, 190n.17
Della Rocca, Michael 8, 63, 98–99, 109n.16,

111, 112, 135n.5, 144
deontological conception of 

ethics 6, 8, 9, 179, 183, 185, 188n.13,
201–02

reason/rationality 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 95–100,
129, 185, 201–02

see also duty; non-consequentialism
desire (désir) 171–74, 193–97

control over desires in the Discourse on the 
Method 171–72, 173–74, 190n.18

control over desires in The Passions of the soul
182, 193, 194, 196–97

and aversion 193n.23
conflicting desires 148, 194
excessive desire to do well 169, 173
and happiness/self-contentment 169, 188,

189, 190, 193n.23, 195
as a mode of perception 13
nature of 193
vain/unrealistic 171, 182n.8, 197
for virtue 187, 188, 190, 193n.23, 195, 196–97,

201, 202
distinct ideas see clarity and distinctness
distinction 

conceptual/mental/of reason 24, 25, 83,
133–34n.2, 142

modal 133n.2
real 24, 25, 83, 133, 133n.2, 142, 157n.15

Doney, Willis 32n.43
doubt 13, 16, 71, 74n.27, 83n.36, 97, 98, 109–15,

125, 128n.49, 135, 158, 166n.21, 168, 169,
170, 199

indubitability 9, 15–16, 71, 168, 176, 183
method of 10, 12, 109–11, 112, 113, 114–15, 119,

150n.3, 160–61n.17
see also certainty

duty (devoir) 1, 3, 4, 5, 8, 140, 150, 153, 159, 198,
202

in moral action 9, 100, 140, 150, 153, 159,
169–70, 179, 180, 182, 184–85, 188n.13,
188n.14, 190, 198, 202

in pure inquiry 3, 11, 69, 71–72, 94–95, 98,
100, 129, 140, 153

in religious faith 156, 157, 159

Elizabeth, Princess of Bohemia 82, 83n.38,
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emotion(s) 
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as non-representative 17, 19, 29, 48n.68
as passions 191–92, 195–96, 201, 203
see also passions

error 2, 3, 4, 11, 12, 61, 62–64, 64–73, 77–78, 95
cause of 3, 64, 69, 73, 74, 78, 79–85, 88,

99n.62
and essence of freedom 123–24
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70–71n.23
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107, 108, 149, 150–52, 153, 157, 158
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89, 90, 91, 95, 146
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non-substantive notion of 4, 64, 67–78, 79,

85, 99–100, 124, 149–50
as privation 3, 68, 69, 70, 73, 74–79, 81,

83–84, 87, 89–94, 146, 149
as pure negation with respect to God 74,

78–79, 80–85, 86–89
and rationality 1–4, 95–100
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78, 79, 81, 83, 85, 88, 89, 90, 91, 93, 132,
140, 141, 144–45

substantive interpretations of 62–63, 64,
70–71, 78, 85, 98–99, 123

subject-matter for see material falsity
as a violation of duty 3, 4, 5, 69, 71–72,

94–95, 98, 100, 129, 153
Espinas, Alfred 162n.18
esteem 182, 186, 199, 200

self-esteem 82, 164, 197, 198, 199, 200, 203
eternal truth(s) 22, 31, 32, 135n.5, 142, 150

God’s creation of 8, 91n.49, 130, 132–37,
142, 143

ethics/morality, Cartesian , 9, 100, 144–45, 153,
159, 160–77, 178–204

as deontological 6, 8, 9, 179, 183, 185, 188n.13,
201–02

and Epicurean ethics 180, 187
as non-consequentialist 9, 100, 149, 153,

169–70, 173, 183, 184, 185
and Stoic ethics 172, 173, 179, 180, 188n.14
as virtue ethics 9, 153, 159, 163, 164, 168, 174,

177, 178–90, 197–204

Evans, J. L. 63
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rule of 71, 160n.17 see also rule of reason; 
method, first rule of

weight of 105, 106, 107n.13, 108, 109–15, 115,
117, 128

evil 73, 75n.28, 88, 108, 122, 123, 150, 151, 151n.5,
154n.9, 158, 176, 176n.27, 191, 193n.23,
194, 199, 204

existence 
actual vs. possible 18, 19, 20, 22, 22n.29, 31,

32, 33, 35, 36, 36n.50, 36n.51, 40, 46,
46n.64, 49, 51n46 see also being, actual 
vs. potential; innate ideas

of bodies 49, 52, 56, 72–73
of God 11, 19, 34, 35, 36n.51, 61, 82–83n.36,

95, 122
of mathematical objects/geometrical figures 

30, 31
objective vs. formal 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,

26n.36, 28, 31, 32, 34n.48, 51, 53, 54, 55
see also being: objective being. formal 
being

possible/contingent vs. necessary/perfect 35,
36n.51, 41

experience, inner 12, 64, 65, 129, 174, 192n.22,
194n.25, 198, 204

of freedom 8, 80, 81, 82, 83, 89, 100, 102, 103,
130, 131, 132, 133, 137–38, 139, 140, 141,
145, 147, 148, 150n.2, 198, 201

of godlikeness 8, 100, 130, 131, 132, 137–38,
139, 141, 145–47, 148, 179

of intellectual necessity 118, 122, 129–30, 141,
146–47

normative status of 83, 132, 137, 140
of unification 8, 130, 132, 145, 146, 147–48

experience, sense 17n.18, 41, 58n.83, 72–73

faith 9, 108, 118, 149, 150, 151, 153, 154–59, 165
non-consequentialism regarding 9, 153, 154,

156, 157, 158, 159
fallibility/infallibility 9, 100, 159, 168, 169–70,

173–74, 183, 184, 185, 197
falsity 

absolute 97, 97n.61, 98, 100, 166n.21
formal 3, 7, 29–30, 30n.41, 56, 70, 70–71n.23
material 2, 7, 12, 38, 44, 46–60, 89, 92, 93
“ontological” falsity and truth 2, 3, 7, 29, 38,

47, 49, 51, 68
see also truth, and falsehood; ideas; judgments

feeling 59, 192, 194, 201, 203
of a firm resolve/commitment to use free 

will well 140, 198, 202, 203
of freedom 82, 103, 115, 140, 145, 146–47
of godlikeness 141, 145, 146–47
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of guilt/responsibility 171, 174
see also experience, inner

Field, Richard W. 22n.30, 29n.40, 47n.67,
48n.69, 49, 50n.73, 51n.75, 52n.76

formal being (esse formale) 28, 31, 33, 35, 53
see also formal reality

formal vs. eminent containment 20, 21, 21n.27,
51, 56, 71n.23

formal falsity 3, 7, 29–30, 30n.41, 56,
70–71n.23

formal/objective vs. material sense of “idea” 6,
13, 18, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 32, 35,
45, 54, 70n.20

formal reality 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 54, 57
formal reason 153, 154, 155, 156
Frankfurt, Harry 15, 16, 36n.50, 40, 51n.75, 97,

98n.61, 115n.28, 134n.4
freedom/free will 1–2, 5, 6, 7, 62, 101–30,

131–37
Descartes’ notion of 101–30, 131–32, 146,

147, 148
and divine preordination 82–83, 133, 134,

139–40, 157–58n.15
as essentially different from God’s 132–37
as essentially similar to God’s 1, 7, 8, 81, 100,

101, 102, 130, 131, 132, 136, 138, 139, 141,
145–48, 179

experience of 8, 80, 81, 82, 83, 89, 100, 102,
103, 130, 131, 132, 137–38, 139, 140, 141,
145, 147, 148, 150n.2, 198, 201

and generosity 140, 197, 198–204
as godlike see will
indifference 76, 84, 85, 104–09, 111n.20,

113, 114n.26, 115, 116, 117, 118, 120, 125,
126, 135, 136, 138n.15, 141, 142, 150n.2,
151n.5

spontaneity 7, 8, 67, 97, 99, 103, 104, 106,
116, 118, 119, 125, 126, 132, 136, 137, 139,
141, 145

two-way power/power to do otherwise 62,
85, 103, 104, 109–15, 116, 117, 118, 119,
120, 121, 122, 123, 125–27, 134, 137, 141

free will, right/good use of 1–5, 8, 9, 82, 95, 140,
198, 201, 202, 203

and generosity 198–204
and God’s concurrence 81–82,

84
and happiness 9, 153, 179, 185–90, 195,

196–97, 203, 204
as highest merit 1, 8, 9, 95, 99–100, 108, 141,

159, 179, 199, 200, 201–02
in practical affairs 4, 9, 72, 73, 100, 129, 149,

153, 159, 179, 180, 182, 183–204
in pure inquiry 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 62, 71, 73, 82, 95,

99, 100, 108, 141, 154, 201, 202

and sense experience 72–73
as sole basis for moral praise 82, 96, 98, 182,

186, 189, 198
as supreme good 9, 100, 131, 179, 180,

185–90
as truth-independent merit 4, 99–100
as virtue 4, 9, 100, 129, 153, 179, 180, 182,

183–85, 186–91, 202
freedom of choice see freedom/free will
Friedman, Michael 63n.7

Garber, Daniel 5n.4, 10n.3, 11n.7, 45n.62,
59n.86, 72–73, 95, 181n.7

Gassendi, Pierre 12n.7, 31n.42, 34, 67n.16, 86,
91, 110n.17, 113, 138, 144

Gebhardt, Carl 112
generosity 140, 180, 197, 198–204, 201n.32
geometry/geometrical figures 22, 30, 31, 32, 40,

47n.67, 135n.5 see also mathematics
Gewirth, Alan 5n.4, 14–15, 17, 24n.34, 32n.43,

43n.59
Gibieuf, Guillaume 26, 33
Gibson, A. Boyce 61n.1, 84n.40, 125, 154n.9,

158n.15, 162
Gilbert, Christopher 121n.37, 127n.47
Gilson, Étienne 24n.34, 121n.36, 158n.15,

159n.16, 163n.19
God 

as creator of the eternal truths 8, 91n.50, 132,
133–35, 137, 142

divine preordination 82–83, 133, 134, 139–40,
157–58n.15

existence of 11, 19, 34, 35, 36n.51, 61,
82–83n.36, 95, 122

freedom of 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 141,
142–44

incomprehensibility of 8, 132, 134n.4,
142–44, 145, 147, 148

lack of priority between intellect and will in 
132, 133, 134n.3

our knowledge of 8, 39n.36, 42, 132, 142–44,
145, 147, 148

unity/simplicity of 132, 133, 134, 135, 142–44,
145, 147, 148, 157–58n.15

Gomarus, Franciscus 157n.15
good(s) 131, 171, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 182, 185,

186, 189, 190, 197
supreme good 9, 100, 179, 180, 185–89

good sense 167, 181n.61, 200n.30 see also 
bon sens

Gouhier, Henri 159n.16
grace, divine 105, 108, 116, 118, 126, 150n.2, 153,

155, 156, 157
see also light, supernatural
Grene, Marjorie 29n.40
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Gueroult, Martial 29n.38, 29n.40, 33n.47,
47n.66, 51n.74–75, 70n.21, 70n.23, 77,
78, 83, 84, 86n.41, 180n.4, 189–90n.17

guilt 4, 69, 153, 171, 173, 174, 184 see also culpâ

habit(s) 
of avoiding error 95, 108, 141, 201, 202
of belief 45, 92, 107, 114, 172, 182, 202
virtue(s) as 45, 182, 199, 202

habitual 
desire/passion for virtue 197, 198, 199, 201,

202
judgments 43, 45, 46, 58, 93, 114
see also judgments: involuntary/non-

volitional/unnoticed
patterns of emotional response 195–96
peace of mind 203

habituation/rehabituation 195–96, 197, 198–99,
201

habituation, principle of 195–96
happiness (béatitude) 174, 175, 177, 187, 188–89,

196–97
definition of 188–89
obstacles to 160, 169, 171, 174, 193n.23
and virtue/good use of the will 9, 153, 177,

179, 185–90, 195, 196–97, 203, 204
see also satisfaction; contentment

Hatfield, Gary 45n.62
Hobbes, Thomas 12n.7, 20, 32, 145–46
Hoffman, Paul 14n.10, 21n.27, 21n.28, 24n.34,

26, 26n.36, 28, 29n.38, 33n.47, 34n.48,
42n.58, 48n.69, 49n.71, 50n.73, 56n.79,
70n.21, 121n.39, 122, 125, 127n.46,
127n.47

Hyperaspistes 36n.50, 39n.56, 65n.12, 94n.54,
156n.13

idea(s) 
adequate/inadequate 40, 41, 143, 143n.24
adventitious 19
as bearers of truth and falsity 3–4, 18, 28–30
formal vs. objective reality of 19–20, 21, 22
as form(s) 27–28, 31
and images 17, 18, 19, 27, 28
innate 19, 32, 38–39, 83, 89n.47, 103, 126, 138,

141n.20
materially false 2, 7, 12, 38, 44, 46–60, 89,

92, 93
“idea” taken materially vs. formally/

objectively 6, 13, 18, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26,
27, 28, 32, 35, 45, 54, 70n.20

representational character of 13, 17–18, 19, 21,
24, 29, 33n.47, 35, 47n.67

sensory 7, 13, 30, 33, 38, 43, 46, 47, 49, 50
true and false 6, 7, 18, 28–38, 47

two senses of “false idea” 7, 38
see also clarity and distinctness; confused 

and obscure ideas/perceptions; 
perception(s); thought(s)

identity thesis see representation
imagination 

corporeal 18, 27
faculty of 44, 45
operations, of the 12, 13, 27, 65n.11

Imlay, Robert A. 107n.11, 117n.32, 121n.38,
126n.43

incomprehensibility of God 8, 132, 134n.4,
142–44, 145, 147, 148

indecisiveness 85, 107, 160, 169, 170, 173, 190
indifference 76, 84, 85, 104–9, 111n.20, 113,

114n.26, 115, 116, 117, 118, 120, 125, 126,
135, 136, 138n.15, 141, 142, 150n.2, 151n.5

Cartesian (C-indifference) vs. Scholastic 
(S-indifference) 104–09, 115

complete vs. incomplete/partial 105–9,
111n.20, 116, 117, 118

in God 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 141,
142–44

indubitability see doubt
infallibility/fallibility 9, 100, 159, 169–70, 173,

183, 184–85
innate ideas 19, 32, 38–39, 83, 89n.47, 103, 126,

138, 141n.20
intellect 12–13, 65–66

and error 3, 66, 67, 69, 80, 84–85, 89, 90, 91,
99n.62, 112–13, 122

finitude/limited scope of 40, 62, 75, 76, 77,
78, 80, 84, 87, 90, 91, 92n.51, 93

in God 131, 132, 133, 134, 136, 137, 142, 145,
147

interpretive function of 7, 14–15, 17, 18,
42–46, 53, 54, 55, 57, 68n.18

involuntary judgments of the 43, 44, 45, 46,
57, 58, 93, 94

as the mind’s passivity 65, 65n.12, 172
objective being in the 22–28, 34, 53, 54, 55,

56n.79
operations of the 12, 13, 21, 23, 31, 36n.51, 45,

65n.11, 66, 78, 80, 84–85, 125–26, 172,
202

pure intellect and sensory faculty/qualities 
36n.50, 43, 44–45, 46, 57, 59, 66n.14

two senses of “intellect” 66n.14
voluntary activity of 45, 94, 125–26, 172n.24,

202
and the will 1, 5, 8, 16, 30n.41, 41, 64, 65–66,

67, 69, 78, 80, 84, 85, 91, 99, 101,
103–08, 112, 113, 116, 118, 119, 121–24,
128, 129–30, 131, 132, 136, 137, 139,
145–48, 152, 171, 173, 175, 176, 183, 201
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intellectual vs. practical error 3, 72–73, 88, 95,
149–50, 152, 153, 154

intellectual joy 203, 204n.37, 204n.38
intellectual necessity, experience of 118, 122,

129–30, 141, 146–47
intentional interpretation of clarity and 

distinctness 13, 14, 15
intentional mental act(s) 24, 25, 27
intentional object(s) 15, 24, 26–28, 30, 31,

34, 35n.49, 37, 38, 39, 44, 46, 51n.74,
54, 55

intentionality 25, 27–28, 37
intuition 5n.4, 11n.5
irrational 4, 95, 96, 123, 136n.9, 147, 148, 194
irresolution 169

James, Susan 193n.23, 194n.25, 203n.36
Jolley, Nicholas 32n.45, 38n.54
joy 169, 189n.17, 192, 193, 195, 199, 203, 204
judgment(s) 5, 64–66

act/operation vs. content of 3, 4, 29–30, 56,
64, 65–66, 69–71n.23, 77, 81, 90

Descartes’ mature conception of 5, 62,
64–65, 66, 111n.20, 164, 175,
200n.30

and error 3, 4, 56, 57, 62, 66–72, 76, 77, 78,
81, 85, 93, 94, 95, 99n.62, 123, 141n.21

formally false 3, 7, 29–30, 30n.41, 56,
70–71n.23

involuntary/non-volitional/unnoticed 43–46,
57–58, 93, 94

for practical action 4, 9, 100, 153, 155, 159,
168, 169–70, 173, 174, 177, 183, 184, 185,
188

suspension of 67, 80, 85, 88, 107, 108, 109,
110, 112, 113, 114–15n.28, 116, 119, 120,
121, 150, 160, 168

voluntariness of 109–15, 146
justification 71, 159, 161, 163, 164, 170, 182n.9,

200

Kaufman, Dan 20n.24, 21n.28, 22n.30, 24n.34,
50, 51n.74, 78, 91–93, 105, 106n.10,
107n.11, 117n.32, 121n.37, 121n.39, 122,
134n.2–3, 135n.5

Keefe, Terry 162n.18
Kenny, Anthony 5n.3, 24, 29n.38, 32n.43,

32n.46, 37n.52, 47n.66, 48n.69, 63,
65, 66n.14, 70n.21, 84n.40, 97n.61,
104, 106n.8, 107n.11, 114n.26, 116, 117,
121n.37, 124, 125, 127, 128, 136n.10

knowledge 
adequate/inadequate 40, 41, 143
as cognitio and as Scientia 74, 74n.27, 75, 77,

79, 89, 93

evident 5, 65, 71, 74n.27, 82, 82–83n.36
and moral development 82, 174–76, 183–84,

196, 198, 200, 201, 202
natural 116, 155, 156n.13–14, 158
self-knowledge/self-understanding 82, 100,

101, 102, 131, 138, 140, 196, 198, 200, 201
theoretical and practical 182, 201, 202

Larmore, Charles 96n.58, 121n.37, 136n.9
Le Dœuff, Michèle 162–63
Leibniz, Gottfried Wilhelm 11–12n.7, 43n.60
light 

natural light of reason 3, 19, 45, 67, 69, 83,
90n.49, 94, 118, 126, 139, 140, 150, 152,
155, 156, 180–81

supernatural light of grace 118, 126, 153, 155,
156, 157

Locke, John 46
Loeb, Louis E. 59n.86, 96n.58, 97
Loemker, Leroy E. 12n.7
Long, A. A. 188n.14
love 193, 196, 199, 200

MacKenzie, Ann Wilbur 52n.77
Marion, Jean-Luc 137n.12, 203
Markie, Peter 15
Marshall, John 149n.1, 160n.17, 161, 162,

166n.21, 189–90n.17
material falsity 2, 7, 12, 17n.17, 38, 44, 46–60,

89, 92, 93
non-substantive notion of 48–49, 50, 51,

51n.74, 52, 53–57
and subject-matter for error 7, 17n.17,

48n.69, 54, 56–60
substantive interpretations of 48, 48n.69,

49, 50, 55
mathematics/mathematical objects 30, 31, 32,

40, 133, 135n.5, 154 see also geometry, 
geometrical figures

McRae, Robert 38n.54, 63
Menn, Stephen 5n.3, 41n.57, 59n.86, 77n.30, 78,

136n.9, 154n.9, 159n.16
mental 

activity/act(s) 12, 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, 39, 44,
172, 194

event(s) 13, 19, 32
faculties/capacities 19, 78, 131, 181
object(s) 19, 28, 47, 100
states 4n.2, 192, 194

Mersenne, Marin 8n.6, 10, 14n.11, 30, 33, 40,
83n.38, 87n.45, 89n.47, 91n.49, 96n.59,
96n.60, 101, 102n.2, 112n.24, 131n.1,
133, 134, 136n.8, 138n.15, 143, 144n.26,
151, 155n.11, 156, 172n.24, 176, 181,
196n.26
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Mesland, Denis 16n.15, 67n.15, 91n.49, 94n.57,
104, 105–6, 107n.12, 108, 109n.15, 110,
111, 116n.29, 116n.30, 119, 120, 121, 122,
124, 126, 127, 128n.49, 134, 135n.7, 142,
145, 151n.5, 154n.9, 159, 176n.27

method, Cartesian 
as asymmetrical 2
Descartes’ conception of 181–82
of doubt 10, 12, 109–11, 112, 113, 114–15, 119,

150n.3, 160–61n.17
first rule of 5, 65, 71, 160, 163–64n.19
of the Meditations, for acquiring clear and 

distinct perceptions 2, 5n.4, 7, 10, 71,
72n.24, 202

rules of 65, 71, 161n.17, 163–64n.19, 174, 175,
181

mind/soul 
activity/passivity of 65n.12, 172, 192n.22, 193
and body 25, 36, 43, 46, 58, 59, 94, 192, 193,

194n.24, 195
conflicts in/of the 147–48, 194, 194n.25
contentment/satisfaction of the 186, 187, 189,

189n.17
ideas as (in)forming the 27–28
modes of the 19, 21n.28, 23n.32, 27
operations of the 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14–15, 17, 18,

26, 27, 34, 35, 38, 39, 40–42, 44–45, 46,
54, 57, 63, 65, 66n.14, 68n.18, 71, 94, 99,
100, 111, 112, 119, 148, 172, 176, 183, 194,
204n.38

peace of 160, 166, 175, 203
strength/weakness of 176, 194, 195
as a substance 83, 147
tranquility of 203
unity/simplicity/indivisibility of 145, 147,

148, 194n.25
misrepresentation 13, 14, 26n.36, 49, 55, 56
moral vs. absolute/metaphysical certainty 

128n.49, 166n.21
moral vs. absolute possibility 120, 127, 128,

129–30, 141, 145, 147
moral action 1, 4, 9, 82–83, 100, 124, 140, 150,

158, 159, 160, 161, 163, 165, 168, 169, 170,
176n.27, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183–90, 193,
201–03

non-consequentialist approach regarding 9,
100, 149, 153, 169–70, 173, 183, 184, 185

moral agent/agency 8, 123, 129, 132, 140, 145,
158, 164, 187–88, 196, 197, 203

moral praise or blame 82–83, 94, 96, 98,
120–21, 124–25, 137, 140, 141, 176, 182,
186, 189, 198, 200–01

moral responsibility 1, 4, 8, 132, 140, 141,
144–45, 153, 157, 167, 171, 174, 184

moral wrong 3, 73, 81, 95, 149, 151, 153

morale par provision 9, 149, 150n.3, 151, 159,
160–77, 179, 190n.18, 197

morality see ethics/morality
Morgan, Vance G. 149n.1, 162n.18, 163n.19, 166,

167n.22, 189n.17
Moyal, Georges J. D. 129
Mullin, Amy 96n.59

Naaman-Zauderer, Noa 64n.9, 96n.59
Nadler, Steven 22n.30, 23n.32, 24n.35, 25, 28,

29n.38, 33n.47, 41, 51n.74, 70n.21
natural light of reason 3, 19, 45, 51, 67, 69, 83,

90n.49, 94, 118, 125–26, 139, 140, 150,
152, 155–56, 180–81

nature(s): 
simple natures 49n.72, 74n.27
teachings of nature 58–59
true and immutable natures 22, 31, 32, 

32n.43–46
necessity 

actions we perform by 120–21, 124–25
experience of intellectual necessity 118, 122,

129–30, 141, 146–47
Nelson, Alan 20n.24, 22n.30, 29n.39, 33n.47,

43n.59, 43n.60, 51n.74, 52n.76, 57,
70n.22, 121n.37, 127n.47, 128

Newman, Lex 30n.41, 70n.23, 85, 86n.41,
87n.45, 88, 110–11, 121n.37, 121n.39,
125n.42, 127n.47

Nolan, Lawrence 22n.30, 24n.34, 29n.38,
32n.43, 70n.21

non-consequentialism 1–4, 6, 8, 9, 95, 98, 100,
123, 149, 153, 154, 157, 169, 170, 173–74,
184–85

non-consequentialist conception of reason/
rationality 2, 8, 95, 98

regarding error 3, 4, 6, 8, 98, 123, 153
regarding faith 9, 153, 154, 156, 157, 158, 159
regarding moral action 9, 100, 149, 153,

169–70, 173, 183, 184, 185
non-substantive see substantive
non-thing(s)/non-being(s) 6, 7, 18, 31, 32, 33, 35,

37, 47, 48, 49n.72, 50, 51, 52, 53, 55, 68,
74, 77n.31, 91n.50

Normore, Calvin 18n.22, 22n.29, 22n.30,
23n.32, 33n.47, 47n.66

objective being 7, 22, 23, 24–25, 26, 28, 32, 33,
34–35, 37, 42n.58, 44, 52, 53

objective reality 17, 19–20, 21–22, 25, 26n.36,
32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 45, 46, 48, 49, 52, 58

and the causal principle 20, 21, 22n.31, 23,
51, 52, 92

degrees of 19–21, 32, 33, 35, 36, 45, 46, 58
and truth 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 48
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see also idea(s)
objective being vs. objective reality 22
object(s): 

immediate 24, 25, 34, 41, 43, 45
intentional 24, 25, 27–28, 30, 34, 35n.49, 37,

38, 39, 44, 45, 46, 54, 55
real/true object of thought 6, 31–32, 33, 34, 35

obligation see duty
obligatory, morally 129, 179, 185, 190
opinion(s) 

moderate 165, 166
preconceived 10, 45, 107n.13, 109, 110, 114, 115
prevailing 165, 166, 167

order, of reasons 5n.4, 10n.3, 49, 61
Ovid, Metamorphoses 176n.27

pain 7, 41–43, 42n.58, 46, 48n.68, 57, 59, 192,
193

passion(s) 
causes of 193, 196, 200
definition of 191–92
distorting effect of 190–91, 194
mastery/control over 72n.26, 140, 171, 173,

191, 194, 195, 196, 197, 200–01, 202–04
primitive 193, 199
as opposed to action(s) 192, 192n.22,

193
crucial role of 191, 193, 198, 199, 201, 202,

203–04
are all good by nature 193
habitual passion for virtue 198, 199, 201,

202, 203
see also emotions

Patterson, Sarah 13, 24n.35, 35n.49, 45n.62
perception(s) 

and idea(s) 13, 27
as mental acts 6, 13, 14, 21n.28, 25, 26, 27,

27n.37, 34, 45
modes of 13
immediate objects of 24–27
intellectual 59, 66, 67, 69, 112, 113, 118, 119,

121, 124, 145, 147, 175
as opposed to volition(s) 12
sensory 13, 18, 43, 46, 47n.65, 52, 59,

65n.11, 93, 147, 192 see also clarity and 
distinctness; confused and obscure 
idea/perception; idea(s); thought(s)

perfection(s) 
absence of 33, 51, 52, 74, 75, 76, 77n.31, 87, 89,

90, 91, 92, 136n.8
and free will 81, 102, 138n.14, 141n.21, 180,

190, 200, 204
of God 86, 87, 88, 144, 158
man’s greatest perfection 11, 95, 108, 141,

200, 201

objective 20
positive imperfection 62, 74, 79, 80, 83n.39

Perin, Casey 114n.27
philosophy 

Descartes’ definition of 152–53
tree of philosophy metaphor 10, 152

physics 10, 86n.42, 96n.59, 152, 159, 173, 178, 191
pineal gland 192, 194
see also brain
pleasure 43, 59, 169, 186, 188, 190, 196, 203, 204

see also contentment; satisfaction
possibility/impossibility 

absolute vs. moral 120, 127, 128, 129–30, 141,
145, 147

praise or blame 82–83, 94, 96, 98, 120–21,
124–25, 137, 141, 176, 182, 186, 189, 198,
200–01

privation 
in the Fourth Meditation 3, 68, 69–70, 73,

74–79, 81, 83–84, 87, 89–94, 146, 149
see also error

in the Third Meditation 49n.72, 77n.31
proposition(s)/propositional content 3, 11n.5, 16,

29, 30, 63, 65, 67, 69, 70, 146
provisional morale code see morale par 

provision
psycho-physical response, patterns of 193, 194,

195–96, 197, 198–99, 201

quality/qualities 
bodily 7, 42
corporeal 36n.50, 47, 59
geometrical 47n.67
negative/privative and positive 49, 53, 55, 77
primary 46–47
real 48, 49, 50, 77
sensible 30–31, 36, 47
tactile 36n.50, 47

Ragland, C. P. 83n.38, 103n.6, 106n.8, 117n.32,
121n.38, 126n.43, 128, 129, 136, 137n.11

rational, and irrational 
choices, Descartes’ conception of 4, 95, 96,

170
forces in the soul 136n.9, 147, 148, 194

rationality/reason 
as deontological 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 95–100,

129, 144–45, 185, 201–02
as non-consequentialist 2, 8, 95, 98
and error 1–4, 95–100
intellectual vs. practical 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 72, 73,

88, 98, 100, 149–52, 153, 157, 158, 159, 181,
183, 201–02

see also non-consequentialism
realism, direct 24–28 see also representation
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reality 
degrees of 19–21, 25, 32, 33, 35, 36, 45, 46, 58
formal 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 27, 54, 57
objective 17, 19–20, 21–22, 25, 26n.36, 32, 33,

34, 35, 36, 45, 46, 48, 49, 52, 58
and truth 6, 20, 28, 30–31, 32–33, 34, 35, 36,

47, 48, 54
reason 

distinction of 24, 25, 83, 133–34n.2, 142
natural light of 3, 19, 45, 51, 67, 69, 83,

90n.49, 94, 118, 125–26, 139, 140, 150,
152, 155, 156, 180–81

recommendation(s) of 4, 9, 100, 129, 153, 180,
183, 190n.18

rule/command/precept of 3, 5, 69, 71, 77, 154
see also method, first rule of

see also rationality/reason
reason(s) for action/belief/faith 

formal 154, 155, 156
weight of 105, 106, 107n.13, 108, 109–15, 117,

128
referring, function of 14, 29, 30n.41, 35, 37, 42,

43, 44, 46, 55, 57
see also intellect, interpretive function
Regius, Henricus 16n.15, 20n.25, 65n.12, 67, 119
regret 169, 172, 173, 174, 184, 190, 193n.23
see also remorse, repentance
remorse 169, 173, 174, 184, 190
Reneri, Henri 160n.17, 167, 172
repentance 169, 184, 190n.18, 193n.23
representation 

and confused ideas 35, 42, 43, 44, 53
Descartes’ notion of 6, 7, 22–28, 33–36
direct realism vs. representationalism 24–28
and formally false judgments 70
“identity thesis” 25–26, 28
and truth/conformity condition 6–7, 18, 24,

28, 30, 32–35, 36, 37, 38
representational character see ideas
resolution 9, 65, 82, 100, 114–15n.28, 129, 140,

153, 168, 169, 170, 175, 180, 182, 183–84,
185, 186, 190n.18, 198, 199, 201, 202, 203

responsibility 
epistemic 1, 4, 8, 62, 78, 79, 81, 83, 85, 86, 88,

89, 90, 91, 93, 94–95, 98, 99, 100, 132,
140, 141, 144–45

moral 1, 4, 8, 78–79, 81, 85, 86, 88, 132, 140,
141, 144–45, 153, 157, 167, 171, 174, 184,
201–02

Rodis-Lewis, Geneviève 5n.3, 149n.1, 163n.19,
180n.4, 200n.30, 202n.34

Rosenthal, David M. 29n.38, 63n.7, 70n.21,
111n.20

Rubin, Ronald 96n.58
rule(s) 

Descartes’ conception of 171–72, 180–81
first rule of method 5, 65, 71, 160, 163, 164, 

163–64n.19
four rules of method 65, 71, 161n.17, 163, 

163–64n.19, 174, 175, 181
rule/precept of reason 3, 5, 67, 69, 71, 77, 154
rules for action 9, 11–12n.7, 122n.41, 159, 160,

165–74, 180–82, 182n.9
rules for thinking 180–81

Rutherford, Donald 180n.4, 188n.13, 189n.17

sadness 18n.21, 169, 193, 203, 203–04n.37
satisfaction 174, 187, 188, 189, 190, 195, 203

see also contentment; pleasure
Schmaltz, Tad M. 32n.43, 32n.46, 121n.36,

121n.37, 127n.47, 137
scholastic(s) 20, 23n.32, 75, 77, 89, 92, 104, 105,

106, 152, 176, 181, 193n.23, 200, 202
science 1, 10, 15n.12, 61, 74n.27, 77, 96, 151, 152,

153, 160, 173, 178, 191
scientia 74n.27
Secada, Jorge 23n.32
self 

self-contentment/self-satisfaction 174–75,
187–90, 195, 203, 204

self-deception 107n.13, 114
self-determination 8, 100, 103, 104, 107,

109, 113, 120, 121n.38, 126, 127, 132, 136,
136n.10, 139

see also free will; spontaneity
self-education 200
self-esteem 82, 164, 174, 197, 198, 199–200,

203
self-evident experience of freedom 82–83,

103, 129, 137, 139, 140, 145, 157n.15,
198n.28

self-illumination 45
self-instruction 161, 174
self-knowledge/self-understanding 82,

100, 101, 102, 131, 138, 140, 196, 198,
200, 201

self-mastery see control/self-mastery
turn to the 1–2

sensation(s) 
as formally existing mode(s) of thinking 

36n.50, 42, 44, 48n.68, 52–53, 56
and sensory idea(s) 47n.67, 47–48n.68
see also cold, pain, color

sense (sensory) perception(s) 13, 43–44, 46,
65n.11, 93, 147, 192

sensory idea(s) 42–44, 46–60, 192
deceptive effect of 57–60
as inherently confused 7, 36, 46, 51, 56, 57,

90–91, 92n.51
as materially false see material falsity

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-76330-1 - Descartes’ Deontological Turn: Reason, Will, and Virtue in the Later Writings
Noa Naaman-Zauderer
Index
More information

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9780521763301


Index 223

objective reality of 32–33, 47–48, 49, 52–53,
58

representational character of 13–14, 17n.18,
47–48n.68

and the second grade of sense 46
and sensation(s) 47n.67, 47–48n.68
and sensible qualities 30–31

sensory response, three grades of 43–44, 45,
47–48n.68, 57

Shapiro, Lisa 8, 9n.7, 149n.1, 163, 179, 179n.2,
182n.9, 189n.17, 198, 199, 202n.34

Simmons, Alison 47n.66
simple natures 49n.72, 74n.27
simplicity see unity
sin 84, 98, 107, 108, 109, 150, 154, 155, 156, 157,

158, 167, 176n.27
original 150, 155
see also moral wrong; error

skeptical arguments 10n.3, 114–15n.28, 160n.17
see also doubt, method of
Smith, Kurt 5n.4, 13
soul see mind/soul
species 26n.36, 180, 193, 199
Spinoza, Baruch (Benedictus) 112
Stoicism/Stoic ethics 172–73, 179, 180, 180n.4,
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