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Accentuation

There are three types of accent in Greek: acute (´), grave (`), and circumnex (˜).1

Normally, each word has one accent. Which one it is, and where it appears, are the

result of interaction between the word9s basic accent and the rules that govern accentu-

ation. A word will try to keep its basic accentuation unless prevented by some rule; if

so prevented, it will prefer to change its type and remain on the same syllable than to

change syllables.

Accent is determined partly by vowel quantity; it is therefore necessary to know

which vowels are long and which short. Epsilon and omicron are always short; eta

and omega are always long; alpha, iota, and upsilon are long in some words and

short in others. The following combinations of vowels are diphthongs and count as

one long vowel: ·», Ç», ³Ç, ·Ç, ·Ç, ¿Ç, ¿, ß, ÿ. The remaining diphthongs, ³» and

¿», count as one long vowel except when they are the very last letters of a word,

in which case they count as one short vowel;2 but in optative endings they are

long even when at the very end of a word.3 (Thus ¿» counts as long in �¿»Ã�Ã¿»Ã

and Ã³»··�¿» (optative), but short in �¿»ÃËÃ¿»; ³» counts as long in �³³»³ßÃ and

Ã³»··�Ã³» (optative), but short in �³³»³� and Ã³�··ÇÃ³» (imperative).) All other

combinations of vowels count as two separate vowels and therefore as two separate

syllables.

To accent all words correctly one needs to know the quantities of doubtful vowels in

onal syllables. The most important of these are:

3 almost all -», -»Ã, and -»¿ endings are short;

3 onite verb endings in -³, -³Ã, or -³¿ are short, except in contract verbs;

3 all neuter plural noun and adjective endings in -³ are short;

3 the -³Ã ending in the orst declension genitive singular is always long;

1 Originally these represented a rising pitch, the failure of the pitch to rise on a syllable where that would

otherwise be expected, and a pitch that rose and fell on the same syllable (hence the restriction of the

circumnex to long vowels). Now, however, it is customary to pronounce all three types of accent like the

English stress accent. If when memorizing vocabulary one says the word out loud with a stress on the accented

syllable, one engages in the memorization process portions of one9s brain that would otherwise remain unused,

and this makes it possible to learn the position of accents more eociently.
2 For purposes of accentuation, that is; in scanning poetry any diphthong in any position counts as one long

vowel.
3 Also in locative adverbs (e.g. ¿?»¿») and some interjections (e.g. ³?³ß).
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2 Accentuation

3 the accusative plural ending -³Ã is long in the orst declension but short in the third

declension;

3 orst declension feminine nouns can have a nominative/vocative singular in short -³,

in which case they also have a short -³¿ in the accusative, or in long -³, in which case

the accusative -³¿ is also long. First-second declension adjectives, in the feminine,

always have long -³ and -³¿.

NB: ultima= last syllable; penultimate= next to last syllable; antepenultimate= third

syllable from the end.

I. Basic accents

The basic accent, i.e. the one found on the dictionary-entry form of a word, must be

memorized except in the case of verbs. Most onite verb forms have recessive accents

(i.e. the accent goes as close to the beginning of the word as possible).

II. Accent rules

A. Basic rules

1. An acute or gravemay occur on a long or short vowel, but a circumnex can appear

only on a long vowel. Thus �¿�Ã, �¿�Ã, �¿·Ã�Ã, �¿·Ã�Ã, ³ß.

2. If an acute accent stands on the ultima, and that word is followed by another

non-enclitic word (see C below for enclitics) without intervening punctuation,

the acute changes to a grave. This is the only situation in which the grave accent

is used. Thus �¿�Ã »³� ³Ç¿� but �¿�Ã, »³� ³Ç¿�.4

3. An acute accent may stand only on one of the last three syllables of a word; if

the last vowel is long, the acute may stand only on one of the last two syllables.

(A word with a basic accent on the antepenultimate will move the accent to the

penultimate if the last vowel is long.) Thus �¿»ÃËÃ¿Ã but �¿»Ã�Ã¿Ç.

4. A circumnex may stand only on one of the last two syllables of a word; if the last

vowel is long, a circumnex may stand only on the ultima. (A word with a basic

accent on the penultimate will change the accent to acute if the last vowel is long.)

Thus ·ÿÃ¿¿ but ·�Ã¿Ç; �»·¿Çÿ¿.

5. If the accent is on the penultimate, and that syllable has a long vowel, and the

ultima is short, the accent must be a circumnex. Thus ·ÿÃ¿¿. (This rule is called

the ÃËÇßÃ³ rule.)

4 Interrogative Ç�Ã and Ç� are exceptions to this rule: their accents never become grave.
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Accentuation 3

To summarize the rules in tabular form, the possible accents are as follows (k = a

syllable with a short vowel, 3 = a syllable with a long vowel, and x = a syllable with

either vowel):

x x́ x k x x ḱ x x x x x́

x x ĺ 3 x x x x̀

x x l~ k x x x l~

Many words have a recessive accent, i.e. an accent that tries to be as close to the start

of the word as possible. On words with three or more syllables, the possibilities for

recessive accents are only x́ x k and x x́ 3, but for words of two syllables the possibilities

for recessive accents are ḱ x, l~ k, and ĺ 3.

B. Paradigm-specioc rules

1. Finite verb forms are nearly always recessive. Inonitives, participles, nouns, and

adjectives usually have a persistent accent: i.e. the syllable on which the accent

appears is not predictable by the recessive rules but must be learned separately,

and if the word is innected the accent tries to stay on the syllable where it appears

in the dictionary-entry form. There are however some complications:

2. Nouns and adjectives of the orst and second declensions, if they have the

basic accent on the ultima, have an acute in the nominative, vocative, and

accusative but a circumnex in the genitive and dative (both singular and plural,

all genders). Thus �³³»�Ã, �³³»¿ÿ, �³³»ÿ, �³³»�¿, �³³»�, �³³»¿�, �³³»ÿ¿,

etc.

3. Nouns (but not adjectives) of the orst declension always have a circumnex on the

ultima in the genitive plural, regardless of the natural accent. This also applies to

the feminines of adjectives and participles that have third-declension masculine

and neuter forms, but not to those that have second-declension forms (the under-

lying principle is that if the feminine genitive plural is identical to the masculine

and neuter genitives plural, it is accented like them, and otherwise it has a circum-

nex on the ultima). Thus »³»³ÇÇÿ¿ from »�»³ÇÇ³, and Ã¿»»Çÿ¿ from Ã¿»�Ç·Ã,

but �¿�Ë¿ from �¿�³ (fem. of �¿»¿Ã, masc. gen. pl. �¿�Ë¿; there is also a noun �¿�³,

but this has the genitive plural �¿»ÿ¿); Ã³»··Ç¿ÇÃÿ¿ from Ã³»··�¿ÇÃ³ (masc.

Ã³»··�Ë¿, gen. pl. Ã³»··Ç�¿ÇË¿) but Ã³»··Ç¿¿�¿Ë¿ from Ã³»··Ç¿¿�¿· (masc.

Ã³»··Ç�¿·¿¿Ã, gen. pl. Ã³»··Ç¿¿�¿Ë¿).

4. Monosyllabic nouns of the third declension usually accent the stem in the nom-

inative, vocative, and accusative, but the ending in the genitive and dative (all

numbers). The stem accent is normally the same type as the basic accent, except

where the basic rules forbid; the ending accent is normally acute except in the
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4 Accentuation

genitive plural. Thus »»�Ë, »»ËÃ�Ã, »»ËÃ�, »»ÿÃ³, »»ÿÃ·Ã, »»ËÃÿ¿, »»ËË�,

»»ÿÃ³Ã.

5. First-declension feminines in short -³ (all orst-declension nouns in -³ that do

not have ·, », or Ã before the onal -³, and a few that do have ·, », or Ã) and

third-declension neuters in -Ã (those declined like ³�¿¿Ã) always have recessive

accents (except in the genitive plural). Note that this rule makes it possible to

tell whether the onal -³ of a orst declension noun is long or short: �³»ÇÃ³ and

¿¿ßÃ³ have short -³, but ?¿�Ã³ must have a long -³, since if it were short, the

recessive accent would be ∗?¿·Ã³. (NB: orst-declension adjectives in -³ and orst-

declension masculine nouns in -³Ã always have long ³.)

6. £�»»Ã and other words declined like it have an accent that violates the basic rules

by staying on the same syllable throughout the paradigm, even in forms like

Ã�»·ËÃ and Ã�»·Ë¿ where it ought to move.

7. Contract verbs (and other contracted words) have accents that renect the uncon-

tracted forms. When a contraction occurs, if the accented syllable is not one of

those that contract, there is no efect on the accent: �Ç�¿³·> �Ç�¿³. If the accented

vowel is the orst of the two contracting vowels, the resulting contracted vowel

will have a circumnex (Ç»¿�Ë > Ç»¿ÿ); if the accent is on the second contracting

vowel, the contracted vowel will have an acute (Ç»¿³�¿·¿¿Ã > Ç»¿�¿·¿¿Ã).5 The

same rules apply to contracted forms of non-contract verbs, as ¿·¿ÿ (future of

¿�¿Ë) and »Ç»ÿ (aorist passive subjunctive).

8. �³Ã»»·�Ã and certain other words have their own paradigm-specioc rules, which

are also followed by other words that decline the way they do; these rules are best

learned as part of the irregular declensions of the words concerned.

C. Rules for enclitics (Ç»Ã, Ç·, Ã¿Ç�, �ÃÇ�, etc.)

These words have no accent of their own and normally follow accented words, whose

accents they afect.

1. If the precedingword ends in an acute accent, the accent does not change to grave.

Thus �³³»�Ã Ç»Ã, �³³»¿� Ç»¿·Ã.

2. If the preceding word has an acute on the penultimate, amonosyllabic enclitic can

be added without change, but a dissyllabic enclitic takes an accent on its ultima.

Thus »�³¿Ã Ç»Ã, but »�³¿» Ç»¿�Ã, »�³Ë¿ Ç»¿ÿ¿.

3. If the preceding word has an acute on the antepenultimate, it adds a further acute

on the ultima. Thus �¿»ÃËÃ�Ã Ç»Ã, �¿»ÃËÃ¿� Ç»¿·Ã.

5 This is because an acute on a long vowel represents an accent on the second half of the vowel, while a

circumnex represents an accent on the orst half of the vowel.
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Accentuation 5

4. If the preceding word has a circumnex on the ultima, there is no change. Thus

�³³»ÿ¿ Ç·, �³³»ÿ¿ Ç»¿Ë¿.

5. If the preceding word has a circumnex on the penultimate, it adds an acute on the

ultima. Thus ·ÿÃ� Ç·, ·ÿÃ� Ç»¿³.

6. If several enclitics stand in a row, each one except the last takes an accent (on its

second syllable, if dissyllabic). Thus ��¿ Ã¿Ç� Ç�Ã Ç� Ç»¿» ·»·ÿ.

7. To summarize in tabular form, where <³= represents a syllable of the preceding

word and <·= a syllable of the enclitic:

-³-³-� + · or ·-· -³-³-¿ + · or ·-·

-³-�-³ + · or ·-� or ·-Þ· -³-¿-� + · or ·-·

-�-³-� + · or ·-·

D. Rules for proclitics (�», ¿_, ·?, �Ã, _, ?, ¿?, ³?, etc.)

These words have no accents of their own and are accentually joined to the words that

follow them. If followed by an accented word, they cause no changes; if followed by an

enclitic, they take an acute accent from the enclitic. Thus _ �¿»ÃËÃ¿Ã but ·? Ç»Ã, ¿? ³·.

Exercise A (basic rules)

Add correct accents to the following words:

1. Finite verbs:

Ã³»··Ç·, Ã³»··ÇËÃ», Ã³»··Ç¿»¿», Ã³»··Ç·ÇË, �Ã³»··Ç¿¿, �Ã³»··Ç¿¿·¿, Ã³»··Ç¿-

¿³», Ã³»··Ç¿¿·»³, Ã³»··Çß, Ã³»··ÇË¿·»³, Ã³»··Ç·Ã»·, Ã³»··Ç¿»¿·¿, Ã³»··Ç¿»¿,

Ã³»··Ç¿Ç,Ã³»··Ç·Ã»Ë,Ã³»··ÇÃ¿ÇÃ»,Ã³»··ÇÃ¿»,Ã³»··ÇÃ¿»·¿,Ã³»··ÇÃ·Ç³»,Ã³»··Ç-

Ã¿¿·»³, Ã³»··ÇÃ¿»Ç¿, Ã³»··ÇÃ¿»¿·¿, Ã³»··ÇÃ¿»¿·»³, Ã³»··ÇÃ¿»¿Ç¿, �Ã³»··ÇÃ³,

�Ã³»··ÇÃ·, �Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿, �Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿, Ã³»··ÇÃ³»¿», Ã³»··ÇÃ³» (optative), Ã³»··Ç-

Ã³» (imperative), Ã³»··ÇÃ³»·¿, Ã³»··ÇÃ¿¿, Ã³»··ÇÃ³ÇË, Ã³»··ÇÃ³Ç·, Ã³»··Ç-

Ã³¿ÇË¿, Ã·Ã³»··Ç»³, Ã·Ã³»··Ç»³Ç·, �Ã·Ã³»··Ç»·, �Ã·Ã³»··Ç»·Ã³¿, Ã·Ã³»··Ç»¿»,

Ã·Ã³»··Ç»¿»¿·¿, Ã·Ã³»··Ç¿³», Ã·Ã³»··ÇÃ³», Ã·Ã³»··ÇÇ³», Ã·Ã³»··Ç¿·»³,

Ã·Ã³»··ÇÃ»·, �Ã·Ã³»··Ç¿·¿, �Ã·Ã³»··ÇÃ¿, Ã·Ã³»··ÇÃ¿¿³», Ã·Ã³»··ÇÃ·», ·»·-

Ë¿», ·»·ËÃ», ·Ë¿·¿, ·»·¿³Ã», ·»·¿¿³», ·ËÇ³», ·»·¿Ç³», ·Ë¿·»³, ·»·¿¿·»³, ·»·¿»·¿,

·ËÇ·, ·»·¿»·¿·¿, �·Ë»³, ·Ë¿Ç³», �·¿¿·¿, �·¿¿·¿, �·¿Ç¿, ·¿»·¿, ·ËÃ», ·¿»·Ã³¿, ·¿»Ã»·,

·¿Ã»Ë, ·¿Ã»·, ·¿»Ç¿, ·¿¿ÇË¿, ·¿ÇË, ·¿»¿, �»·»·, »·»·¿, �»·»³Ã, �»¿Ç, »·»Ç·, �»·¿·»³,

»·»¿·¿, �»·¿·¿, �»·Ã³¿, »ËÃ», �»·Ç·, �»·»³, »Ë¿·¿, »·Ç·, »·»·Ã³¿, »·»·Ç·, »·»·¿·¿.

2. Otherwords (note the following basic accents:ÃÇÃ�Ç·Ç¿³,Ã�»·¿¿Ã, »ßÃÇ¿,³·¿¿³ß¿Ã,

�¿»¿Ã, ÿ�ÇËÃ, Ã¿»�Ç·Ã (long »), »�»³ÇÇ³, »³»�Ã, Ã³»··�Ë¿, �¿·Ã·ß¿Ã, ·³�¿Ë¿):

ÃÇÃ³Ç·Ç¿³Ç¿Ã, ÃÇÃ³Ç·Ç¿³Ç», ÃÇÃ³Ç·Ç¿³Ç³, ÃÇÃ³Ç·Ç¿³ÇË¿, ÃÇÃ³Ç·Ç¿³Ã», Ã¿»·¿¿Ç,

Ã¿»·¿ÿ, Ã¿»·¿¿¿, Ã¿»·¿¿», Ã¿»·¿Ë¿, Ã¿»·¿¿»Ã, Ã¿»·¿¿ÇÃ, »·ÃÇ»¿Ã, »·ÃÇ»³, »·ÃÇ»·Ã,
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6 Accentuation

»·ÃÇ»Ë¿, »·ÃÇ¿», ³·¿¿³»¿Ç, ³·¿¿³»ÿ, ³·¿¿³»¿¿, ³·¿¿³»·, ³·¿¿³»¿», ³·¿¿³»Ë¿, ³·¿-

¿³»¿»Ã, ³·¿¿³»¿ÇÃ, ³·¿¿³»³ (fem.), ³·¿¿³»³Ã (gen.), ³·¿¿³»¿, ³·¿¿³»³¿, ³·¿¿³»³», ³·¿-

¿³»Ë¿, ³·¿¿³»³»Ã, ³·¿¿³»³Ã (acc.), ³·¿¿³»³ (neut.), �¿»¿Ç, �¿»ÿ, �¿»¿¿, �¿»¿», �¿»Ë¿,

�¿»¿»Ã, �¿»¿ÇÃ, �¿»³ (fem.), �¿»³Ã (gen.), �¿»¿, �¿»³», �¿»Ë¿, �¿»³»Ã, �¿»³Ã (acc.), �¿»³

(neut.), ÿ·Ç¿Ã¿Ã, ÿ·Ç¿ÃË¿, ÿ·Ç¿Ã, ÿ·Ç¿Ã³Ã, ÿ·Ç¿Ã·Ã,Ã¿»»Ç¿Ç,Ã¿»»Ç·¿,Ã¿»»Ç³,Ã¿»»-

Ç³», Ã¿»»Ç³»Ã, Ã¿»»Ç³Ã, »³»³ÇÇ·Ã, »³»³ÇÇß, »³»³ÇÇ³¿, »³»³ÇÇ³», »³»³ÇÇ³»Ã, »³»³Ç-

Ç³Ã, »³»¿¿, »³»¿», »³»·, »³»³», »³»³, »³»¿ÇÃ, Ã³»··Ç¿¿Ç¿Ã, Ã³»··Ç¿¿Ç·Ã, Ã³»··Ç¿¿-

ÇË¿,Ã³»··Ç¿¿Ç³Ã,Ã³»··Ç¿¿ (neut.),�¿·Ã·»¿Ç,�¿·Ã·»ÿ,�¿·Ã·»¿¿,�¿·Ã·»¿»,�¿·Ã·»Ë¿,

�¿·Ã·»¿»Ã, �¿·Ã·»¿ÇÃ, �¿·Ã·»³ (fem.), �¿·Ã·»³Ã (gen.), �¿·Ã·»¿, �¿·Ã·»³¿, �¿·Ã·»³»,

�¿·Ã·»Ë¿, �¿·Ã·»³»Ã, �¿·Ã·»³Ã (acc.), �¿·Ã·»³ (neut.), ·³»¿¿¿¿Ã, ·³»¿¿¿», ·³»¿¿¿³, ·³»-

¿¿¿, ·³»¿¿¿·Ã, ·³»¿¿¿Ë¿, ·³»¿¿Ã», ·³»¿¿¿³Ã.

3. Groups of words (note the basic accents »³»�Ã, Ã¿Ç�Ã, ·ß»¿Ã, ·�, »³�):

»³»¿¿ ··, Ã¿Ç¿¿ »³», ··»¿Ç »³»¿» »³» Ã¿Ç¿», Ã¿Ç¿ÇÃ ·· »³»¿ÇÃ »³» ··»¿ÇÃ, Ã¿Ç·¿ ··

»³» »³»·¿.

Exercise B (paradigm-specioc rules)

1. Given the natural accents _·�Ã, ÇË¿�, »³»�Ã, ³?¿, ¿�Ç· (short ³), »�Ã, Ç»»�Ë, ¿�»·

(long »), Ç·�Ã, Ç�Ã³, Ã³»··Ç»·�Ã, Ã³»··ÇÃ�¿·¿¿Ã, ¿�¿Ç»Ã, put the correct accents on the

following words:

_·¿Ç, _·ÿ, _·¿¿, _·¿», _·Ë¿, _·¿»Ã, _·¿ÇÃ, ÇË¿·Ã, ÇË¿ß, ÇË¿·¿, ÇË¿³», ÇË¿Ë¿,

ÇË¿³»Ã, ÇË¿³Ã, »³»¿Ç, »³»ÿ, »³»¿¿, »³»¿», »³»Ë¿, »³»¿»Ã, »³»¿ÇÃ, »³»·, »³»·Ã, »³»ß,

»³»³», »³»³»Ã, »³»³Ã, »³»³, ³?³¿Ã, ³?³», ³?³³, ³?³·Ã, ³?³Ë¿, ³?¿», ³?³³Ã, ¿³Ç·Ã, ¿³Ç·¿,

¿³Ç³», ¿³ÇË¿, ¿³Ç³Ã, »·Ã¿Ã, »·Ã», »·Ã³, »·Ã·Ã, »·ÃË¿, »·ÃÃ», »·Ã³Ã, Ç»»·»Ã, Ç»»¿Ç¿·¿,

Ç»»¿ÇÃ», Ç»»·Ç·, Ç»»¿»·¿, Ç»»¿»·, Ç»»¿»¿·¿, Ç»»¿»·¿, Ç»»·» (indicative), Ç»»·» (imperative),

Ç»»·»ÇË, Ç»»·»Ç·, Ç»»¿Ç¿ÇË¿, �Ç»»¿Ç¿, �Ç»»·»Ã, �Ç»»·», �Ç»»¿Ç¿·¿, Ç»»¿Ç¿³», Ç»»·»Ç³»,

Ç»»Ë¿·»³, Ç»»·Ã»·, Ç»»¿»¿·¿, Ç»»¿»¿, Ç»»¿»Ç¿, Ç»»¿»¿·»³, Ç»»¿»Ã»·, Ç»»¿Ç, Ç»»·»Ã»Ë,

Ç»»·»Ã»·, Ç»»·»Ã»Ë¿, �Ç»»¿Ç¿·¿, �Ç»»¿Ç, �Ç»»·»Ç¿, �Ç»»¿Ç¿·»³, ¿»»·Ã, ¿»»ß, ¿»»·¿, ¿»»³»,

¿»»Ë¿, ¿»»³»Ã, ¿»»³Ã, Ç·»Ã¿Ã, Ç·»Ã», Ç·»Ã³, Ç·»Ã·Ã, Ç·»ÃË¿, Ç·ÃÃ», Ç·»Ã³Ã, ÇËÃ³Ã (gen.),

ÇËÃ¿, ÇËÃ³¿, ÇËÃ³», ÇËÃË¿, ÇËÃ³»Ã, ÇËÃ³Ã (acc.), Ã³»··Ç»·¿Ç¿Ã, Ã³»··Ç»·¿Ç³,

Ã³»··Ç»·¿Ç·Ã,Ã³»··Ç»·¿ÇË¿,Ã³»··Ç»·»Ã»,Ã³»··Ç»·¿Ç³Ã,Ã³»··Ç»·»Ã³,Ã³»··Ç»·»Ã·Ã,

Ã³»··Ç»·»Ãß, Ã³»··Ç»·»Ã³¿, Ã³»··Ç»·»Ã³», Ã³»··Ç»·»ÃË¿, Ã³»··Ç»·»Ã³»Ã, Ã³»··Ç-

»·»Ã³Ã, Ã³»··Ç»·¿, Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿¿Ç, Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿¿¿, Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿¿», Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿Ë¿

(masc.), Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿¿»Ã, Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿·, Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿³», Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿Ë¿ (fem.),

Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿³Ã, Ã³»··ÇÃ³¿·¿³, ¿³¿Ç·ËÃ, ¿³¿Ç·», ¿³¿Ç»¿, ¿³¿Ç·»Ã, ¿³¿Ç·Ë¿, ¿³¿Ç·Ã».

2. Work out from the rules the natural accents of the following:

³»ËÇÇ³, ¿¿ÇÃ³, �¿³¿³, ·¿¿³, �¿»»»³, »·³»¿³, ÇÃ³Ã··³, ¿»Ç¿Ã (neut., short »), Ç·»Ç¿Ã

(neut.), �Ç¿Ã (neut.), ·_Ã¿Ã (neut.), ³·Ã³Ã (neut.), »Ã·³Ã (neut.).
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Accentuation 7

3. Indicate whether the ³ in the onal syllable of these orst-declension words is long or

short:

�Ã³, Ã»»�, ¿¿ßÃ³, ÃÃÿÃ³, Ç�»¿³, ¿Çß³, ³³Ã»»·�³, Ë�»ÇÃ»³, ¿·³¿�³Ã, Ç³¿�³Ã, �»·Ç»�Ã³,

³?ÃÇÃ�, ·»»³�³.

Exercise C (enclitics)

Given the basic accents »³»�Ã, ·�¿·Ã¿¿, ¿»»Ã�Ã, ·ÿ¿¿, »�Ë¿, ¿�Ç· (short ³), ¿ßÃ¿Ã, put

the correct accents on the following phrases:

»³»¿Ã Ç»Ã, »³»¿» Ç»¿·Ã, »³»¿Ç Ç»¿¿Ã, »³»Ë¿ Ç»¿Ë¿, »³»³»Ã Ç»Ã», ··¿·Ã¿¿ Ç», ··¿·Ã³ Ç»¿³,

··¿·ÃË¿ Ç»¿Ë¿, ··¿·Ãÿ Ç»¿», ··¿·Ã¿»Ã Ç·, ¿»»Ã¿» Ç»¿·Ã, ¿»»Ã¿Ã Ç· »³», ¿»»Ã³ ³· �ÃÇ»,

¿»»ÃË¿ Ç»¿Ë¿ Ã¿Ç·, ·ÿ¿Ç Ç»¿¿Ã, ·ÿ¿¿ Ç», ·ÿ³ Ç»¿³, ·ÿË¿ Ç»¿Ë¿, ·ÿ¿»Ã Ç· Ç»Ã», »·¿¿-

Ç¿Ã Ç»¿¿Ã, »·¿¿ÇË¿ Ç»¿Ë¿, »·¿¿Ç³ ³·, ¿³Ç· Ç»Ã, ¿³Ç³» Ç»¿·Ã, ¿³ÇË¿ Ç»¿Ë¿, ¿³Ç³»Ã Ç»Ã»,

¿³Ç·Ã ³·, ¿³Ç·Ã Ç»¿¿Ã, ¿·Ã¿» Ç»¿·Ã, ¿·ÃË¿ Ç»¿Ë¿, ¿·Ã¿¿ Ç· Ã¿Ç· �ÃÇ», Ã³»··Ç¿¿³» Ç·,

Ã³»··Ç¿¿·¿ ³· Ã¿Ç·, �Ã³»··Ç· Ç»Ã Ã¿Ç·, �Ã³»··Ç¿¿ Ç»¿³, Ã³»··Ç·Ç· Ç»¿³Ã ³· Ã¿Ç·,

Ã³»··Ç·» Ç»¿³Ã, Ã³»··ÇË ³·, Ã³»··Ç¿» Ç»¿³Ã, Ã³»··ÇÃ·Ç· Ç»¿³, Ã³»··ÇÃ¿¿·¿ ³· Ç»¿³.

Exercise D (proclitics)

Put the correct accents on the following phrases:

·? Ç»Ã Ã¿Ç· Ã³»··Ç¿», ³? ³· »³»³», ·? Ç» ¿_» �Ç·»Ã, _ ³· ³?¿ »³»¿Ã �ÃÇ», ? ³· »³»· �ÃÇ», �»

Ç· ··¿·ÃË¿.
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I Articles

....................................................................................................................................................

Recommended syntax reading: Smyth §102139, 109931153
....................................................................................................................................................

TheGreek deonite article is one of the key structural elements of the language; although

it is very often used to express the same thing as English <the,= it also has several impor-

tant grammatical functions, some of which will not become apparent until the next

chapter.

A) The article is attached to nouns to indicate deoniteness.Greek authors normally

use the article for this purpose wherever one would use <the= in English;1 where English

would have the indeonite article <a/an,= Greek has no article (or sometimes enclitic

Ç»Ã).

_ ?ÃÃ¿Ã Ç� ³»³»�³ �Ã»�·». The horse is eating the books.

?ÃÃ¿Ã ³»³»�³ �Ã»�·». A horse is eating books.

?ÃÃ¿Ã Ç»Ã Ç� ³»³»�³ �Ã»�·». Some horse is eating the books. / A horse is eating

the books.

Sometimes, however, an article is used with a noun that would not take one in

English.

1) The article is used with plurals that refer towhole classes, though not with ones that

refer to only some members of the class. It is also used when a singular noun stands for

a whole class.2

¿? ß�»»·¿·Ã »¿·Ç¿�. Greeks (i.e. Greeks in general) are mortal.

¿? ß�»»·¿·Ã �ÇÇ³¿¿. The Greeks (i.e. those particular Greeks) ned.

ß�»»·¿·Ã Ç�¿ ÇÃÇÃ�¿ �»»·Ë³¿. Greeks (i.e. some Greeks) stole the gold.

_ �¿»ÃËÃ¿Ã »¿·Ç�Ã. Man (i.e. humans in general) is mortal.

1 The two exceptions are the special words mentioned in A5, which take an article in English but not in Greek,

and the English adverbial <the= with comparatives (<all the better=; <the more the merrier=; <so much the

worse=); this <the= is etymologically a diferent word from the deonite article and should never be translated

with a Greek article.
2 There is a similar usage in English, e.g. <The dodo is extinct= or <He plays the violin.=
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Articles 9

2) Names of people3 or places that the reader is expected to recognize, either from

previousmention in the same text or because they are well known, often take the article,

though often they do not.4

_Ã� Ç¿ÿ £Ë»Ã�Ç¿ÇÃ �Ã³»··�»·. He was educated by Socrates.

? ÿ�»»�Ã »³»�. Greece is beautiful.

£¿»�»ÃÃ¿Ã ¿�¿ �ÇÇ³·,��¿»ÃÃ¿Ã ·� ¿_�5

_ ³�Ã £¿»�»ÃÃ¿Ã ³?ÃÇÃ�Ã �ÃÇ»¿.

Polyippus ned but Monippus did not,

for Polyippus is shameful.

3) The article is generally used with abstract nouns in making generalizations.

? �Ã·Ç� excellence

? �»·Ç»·Ã�³ freedom

? ·?Ã�¿· �³³»� peace is good

but

�¿ ·?Ã�¿ß �·ÿ¿Ç¿ they lived in peace

4) The article is regularly used to indicate unemphatic possession, where English

would have <my,= <your,= <his,= etc. This only works when the possession is inferable

from context; usually this means that the possessor is mentioned in the sentence (or the

preceding sentence) and the noun modioed by the article has a meaning that indicates

some type of relationship (kinship, friendship, superiority, subservience, familiarity,

etc.).

�Ã³�··ÇÃ· Ç�¿ �··»Ç�¿. He educated his brother.

_ ·¿ÿ»¿Ã �Ç·Ã· Ç�¿ ··ÃÃ�Ç·¿. The slave was carrying his master.

5) But Greek does not use the article with a few idiosyncratic words that, because they

refer to something unique and well known, are considered to be already deonite in

themselves.

�¿ �³¿Ã¿ in the marketplace

³³Ã»»·�Ã the Persian king (as opposed to _

³³Ã»»·�Ã, the king of a Greek state)

Preliminary exercise 1 (on A). Indicate whether or not articles would be

used in Greek with the underlined words, and why.

a. Freedom is precious to everyone.

b. The traders in the marketplace often have their sons with them.

3 The article can also be used with any person9s name, whether or not it would be recognized, as part of an

identiocation formula. Such formulae normally put the article after the noun, followed by an identioer such as

a demotic or the genitive of the father9s name: £¿»�¿³ÃÇ¿Ã _ �·Ç�»¿Ç <Polemarchus, son of Cephalus.=
4 There is much debate about the criteria that determine its use and absence.
5 Note that ¿_ is accented when it is the last word in a sentence: ¿_.
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10 Chapter I

c. Thieves took the gold from the temple.

d. Thieves are antisocial and should be severely punished.

e. Thieves are heading for the marketplace right now.

f. Humility was not an important virtue for the Greeks.

g. I need to ond my sister.

h. Themistocles talked directly to the Persian king.

i. Yesterday we saw two brothers feeding the pigeons.

j. Yesterday we saw our brothers feeding pigeons.

k. Brothers share a special kind of love.

l. Three brothers were involved in the robbery.

m. Love is a transoguring emotion.

n. The Athenians did not appreciate Socrates.

B) Substantivization. The primary function of an article attached to something other

than a noun is to create a noun.

1) Any adjective (or participle: see chapter v) can be turned into a noun by adding an

article, and these substantivized adjectives are usually considered to have an understood

noun <man,= <men,= <woman,= <women,= <thing,= or <things,= according to their gender

and number.6 If the context makes it clear, however, another noun can be understood.

¿? �³³»¿� ·_ ³¿Ç»·�¿¿Ç³». The good deliberate well. / Good men deliberate

well. / The good men are deliberating well.

Ç�¿ »³»�¿ ¿_ Ç»»ÿ. I do not like the bad woman.

¿_» �»�»Ë Ç� ³?ÃÇÃ� ¿³¿»�¿·»¿. I do not wish to learn (the) shameful things.

_ ¿�¿ �³³»�Ã Ã¿»·Ç�Ã ?»·», _ ·�

»³»�Ã ¿_.

The good poet has come, but not the bad one.

The neuter singular of a substantivized adjective can be used as an abstract noun.

Ç� ·�»³»¿¿ justice

2) The articular inonitive is the closest Greek equivalent of the English gerund (verbal

noun in -ing). The inonitive is preceded by a neuter singular article.

Ç� ¿»»¿¿ »³»�¿. Winning is good. / It is good to win.

Çÿ Ç·�³·»¿ ¿_ ¿³»�Ã·Ã»·. You will not learn by neeing.

6 There is an English parallel for this usage in phrases like <from the sublime to the ridiculous= or <Only the

brave deserve the fair.=
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