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Accentuation

There are three types of accent in Greek: acute ("), grave ('), and circumflex (7).!
Normally, each word has one accent. Which one it is, and where it appears, are the
result of interaction between the word’s basic accent and the rules that govern accentu-
ation. A word will try to keep its basic accentuation unless prevented by some rule; if
so prevented, it will prefer to change its type and remain on the same syllable than to
change syllables.

Accent is determined partly by vowel quantity; it is therefore necessary to know
which vowels are long and which short. Epsilon and omicron are always short; eta
and omega are always long; alpha, iota, and upsilon are long in some words and
short in others. The following combinations of vowels are diphthongs and count as
one long vowel: €1, ui, au, €u, Ny, ou, &, 7, w. The remaining diphthongs, cu and
o1, count as one long vowel except when they are the very last letters of a word,
in which case they count as one short vowel;> but in optative endings they are
long even when at the very end of a word.3 (Thus o1 counts as long in &v8pcos
and mrandevor (optative), but short in &vBpwTror; cu counts as long in &yabais and
ToudeUoon (optative), but short in &yabai and maideucon (imperative).) All other
combinations of vowels count as two separate vowels and therefore as two separate
syllables.

To accent all words correctly one needs to know the quantities of doubtful vowels in
final syllables. The most important of these are:

almost all -1, -15, and -1v endings are short;

finite verb endings in -a, -as, or -av are short, except in contract verbs;

all neuter plural noun and adjective endings in -o are short;
- the -as ending in the first declension genitive singular is always long;

-

Originally these represented a rising pitch, the failure of the pitch to rise on a syllable where that would
otherwise be expected, and a pitch that rose and fell on the same syllable (hence the restriction of the
circumflex to long vowels). Now, however, it is customary to pronounce all three types of accent like the
English stress accent. If when memorizing vocabulary one says the word out loud with a stress on the accented
syllable, one engages in the memorization process portions of one’s brain that would otherwise remain unused,
and this makes it possible to learn the position of accents more efficiently.

»

For purposes of accentuation, that is; in scanning poetry any diphthong in any position counts as one long
vowel.

[

Also in locative adverbs (e.g. oikor) and some interjections (e.g. aic).
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2 Accentuation

- the accusative plural ending -as is long in the first declension but short in the third
declension;

- first declension feminine nouns can have a nominative/vocative singular in short -o,
in which case they also have a short -awv in the accusative, or in long -«, in which case
the accusative -aw is also long. First-second declension adjectives, in the feminine,
always have long -o and -ow.

NB: ultima = last syllable; penultimate = next to last syllable; antepenultimate = third
syllable from the end.

I. Basic accents

The basic accent, i.e. the one found on the dictionary-entry form of a word, must be
memorized except in the case of verbs. Most finite verb forms have recessive accents
(i.e. the accent goes as close to the beginning of the word as possible).

II. Accent rules
A. Basic rules

1. Anacute or grave may occur on a long or short vowel, but a circumflex can appear
only on a long vowel. Thus &vrp, dvtp, &vdpods, &vdpds, Y.

2. If an acute accent stands on the ultima, and that word is followed by another
non-enclitic word (see C below for enclitics) without intervening punctuation,
the acute changes to a grave. This is the only situation in which the grave accent
is used. Thus &vnp xai yuvn but dvnp, kai yuvn.4

3. An acute accent may stand only on one of the last three syllables of a word; if
the last vowel is long, the acute may stand only on one of the last two syllables.
(A word with a basic accent on the antepenultimate will move the accent to the
penultimate if the last vowel is long.) Thus &v8pwos but &vpaou.

4. A circumflex may stand only on one of the last two syllables of a word; if the last
vowel is long, a circumflex may stand only on the ultima. (A word with a basic
accent on the penultimate will change the accent to acute if the last vowel is long.)
Thus 8&pov but Swpou; Khsopédv.

5.  If the accent is on the penultimate, and that syllable has a long vowel, and the
ultima is short, the accent must be a circumflex. Thus 8&pov. (This rule is called
the cwTfjpa rule.)

4 Interrogative Tis and i are exceptions to this rule: their accents never become grave.
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Accentuation 3

To summarize the rules in tabular form, the possible accents are as follows (v = a
syllable with a short vowel, - = a syllable with a long vowel, and x = a syllable with
either vowel):

XXXv XXX XXXX
XX < - XXXX
XX v XXX

Many words have a recessive accent, i.e. an accent that tries to be as close to the start
of the word as possible. On words with three or more syllables, the possibilities for
recessive accents are only X x v and x X -, but for words of two syllables the possibilities
for recessive accents are < x, = v, and = -.

B. Paradigm-specific rules

1. Finite verb forms are nearly always recessive. Infinitives, participles, nouns, and
adjectives usually have a persistent accent: i.e. the syllable on which the accent
appears is not predictable by the recessive rules but must be learned separately,
and if the word is inflected the accent tries to stay on the syllable where it appears
in the dictionary-entry form. There are however some complications:

2. Nouns and adjectives of the first and second declensions, if they have the
basic accent on the ultima, have an acute in the nominative, vocative, and
accusative but a circumflex in the genitive and dative (both singular and plural,
all genders). Thus &yoaBés, &yaBol, &yadd, &dyabddv, &yabé, &yaboi, dyabdv,
etc.

3. Nouns (but not adjectives) of the first declension always have a circumflex on the
ultima in the genitive plural, regardless of the natural accent. This also applies to
the feminines of adjectives and participles that have third-declension masculine
and neuter forms, but not to those that have second-declension forms (the under-
lying principle is that if the feminine genitive plural is identical to the masculine
and neuter genitives plural, it is accented like them, and otherwise it has a circum-
flex on the ultima). Thus 8oAaTTédV from 8&AaTTa, and ToAiTédY from ToAiTHs,
but &iwv from &&ia (fem. of &&los, masc. gen. pl. &iwv; there is also a noun &€ia,
but this has the genitive plural &&iév); Taudeuouc@v from Toudevouoa (masc.
Toudevwv, gen. pl. TaudeudvTwov) but Toudeuopévwy from Taideuouévn (masc.
Toudeudpevos, gen. pl. Todeuopevov).

4. Monosyllabic nouns of the third declension usually accent the stem in the nom-
inative, vocative, and accusative, but the ending in the genitive and dative (all
numbers). The stem accent is normally the same type as the basic accent, except
where the basic rules forbid; the ending accent is normally acute except in the
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4 Accentuation

genitive plural. Thus kAwy, KATOS, KAwT, KAQTG, KAGTES, KAWTIGOV, KAwYI,
KAGTTQS.

5. First-declension feminines in short -a (all first-declension nouns in -« that do
not have ¢, 1, or p before the final -«, and a few that do have &, 1, or p) and
third-declension neuters in -5 (those declined like yévos) always have recessive
accents (except in the genitive plural). Note that this rule makes it possible to
tell whether the final -« of a first declension noun is long or short: &ykupa and
poipa have short -a, but fpépa must have a long -«, since if it were short, the
recessive accent would be *fjuepa. (NB: first-declension adjectives in -« and first-
declension masculine nouns in -ag always have long «.)

6.  TId6\is and other words declined like it have an accent that violates the basic rules
by staying on the same syllable throughout the paradigm, even in forms like
ToAews and TOAewv where it ought to move.

7. Contract verbs (and other contracted words) have accents that reflect the uncon-
tracted forms. When a contraction occurs, if the accented syllable is not one of
those that contract, there is no effect on the accent: étipae > étipa. If the accented
vowel is the first of the two contracting vowels, the resulting contracted vowel
will have a circumflex (Tipudew > T1uéd); if the accent is on the second contracting
vowel, the contracted vowel will have an acute (Tipodpevos > Tipwuevos).’ The
same rules apply to contracted forms of non-contract verbs, as pevé (future of
péve) and Aubés (aorist passive subjunctive).

8. BooieUs and certain other words have their own paradigm-specific rules, which
are also followed by other words that decline the way they do; these rules are best
learned as part of the irregular declensions of the words concerned.

C. Rules for enclitics (T1s, T¢, TTOTE, é07Ti, etc.)

These words have no accent of their own and normally follow accented words, whose
accents they affect.

1. Ifthe preceding word ends in an acute accent, the accent does not change to grave.
Thus &yofés 115, &yoaboi Tives.

2. Ifthe preceding word has an acute on the penultimate, a monosyllabic enclitic can
be added without change, but a dissyllabic enclitic takes an accent on its ultima.
Thus Adyos Tis, but Adyor Twvés, Adywv Twdv.

3. Ifthe preceding word has an acute on the antepenultimate, it adds a further acute
on the ultima. Thus &v8pwds 15, &vBpwTrol Tives.

5 This is because an acute on a long vowel represents an accent on the second half of the vowel, while a
circumflex represents an accent on the first half of the vowel.
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Accentuation 5

4. If the preceding word has a circumflex on the ultima, there is no change. Thus
&yaBddv Te, dyabdov Tvwv.

5. Ifthe preceding word has a circumflex on the penultimate, it adds an acute on the
ultima. Thus 8&pd& ¢, 3dp& Tiva.

6.  If several enclitics stand in a row, each one except the last takes an accent (on its
second syllable, if dissyllabic). Thus é&v oTé Tis Ti TIv1 8186.

7. To summarize in tabular form, where “o” represents a syllable of the preceding
word and “¢” a syllable of the enclitic:

-a-a-& + € or g-¢ -0-0-& + € or £-¢
-a-&-a 4+ € or £-¢ or &-§ -a-&-& + £ or e-¢
-&-a-& + € or g-¢

D. Rules for proclitics (éx, o0, €i, s, 6, A, oi, o, etc.)

These words have no accents of their own and are accentually joined to the words that
follow them. If followed by an accented word, they cause no changes; if followed by an
enclitic, they take an acute accent from the enclitic. Thus 6 &v8pcwros but i 115, of ye.

Exercise A (basic rules)
Add correct accents to the following words:

1. Finite verbs:

Toudeve, TAOEUWOl, TTAIOEUOIYl, TTaIdeUeTw, Emaldevoy, émaideuopey, Taldevo-
pat, Toidevopeba, Tandeun, Tandsuwpeba, Taideunobe, Taideuoluny, Taidevolo,
TTadevou, TTordeueofw, TTaldeuoouaot, TTAOEUOOL, TTAXIOEUCOLEY, TIALOEUTETAL, TTAISEU-
copefa, Troudeucorto, madeucoluny, Taideuoolpeba, TadeucowTo, ETaidsuoa,
¢rondeuoe, émandsucauey, éTandsucay, Toudeuocaipl, Tondsuocan (optative), TToudeu-
ool (imperative), Tondsuoaiey, Toudeucov, TandsuoaTw, TodsuoaTe, Toudeu-
oaVTWY, TETAOEUKA, TTETAIOEUKATE, ETETALOEUKT), ETMETAIOEUKECTQY, TIETTADEUKOL,
TETTAIOEUKOIYEY,  TreTOIdeupal, Temadevoal,  memoudeutal,  TemTaldeupeba,
memtoudevuole, émemondeupny, émeToudsuco, TeTadeuoopal, TreTToudsucel, O18-
w1, d1dwol, dwuev, didoaol, didoual, dwTal, didoTal, dwueba, didopeda, Sidoiny,
dwTe, d1doinuey, 8wk, dwvTal, Edouey, Edouny, €80To, dolev, dwol, doinoav, doitobs,
doofw, doofe, doito, BovTwy, doTw, dolo, EBnke, Beiev, Enkas, EBou, Beite, Beueba,
Beipev, EB8euny, E8eoav, Bwot, E8eTe, E0nKa, Bwpey, BnTe, Banoav, BeinTe, Beinuev.

2. Other words (note the following basic accents: oTp&Teupa, TéAepos, Kijpus, yevvaios,
&&os, prTwp, ToAiTns (long 1), BdAaTTa, KaAds, TTadeUwy, &vdpeios, daiuwy):
OTPATEUPATOS, CTPOTEUUOTL, CTPATEUUATA, CTPOTEUPOTWY, CTPATEUUACT, TTOAEUOU,

TTOAEUW, TTOAEUOV, TTOAEUOL, TFOAEUWY, TTOAEHOIS, TTOAEUOUS, KT)PUKOS, KNPUKA, KTPUKES,
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KNPUK®WY, KNPUEL, YEVWAIOU, YEVVALW, YEVVAIOV, YEVVXIE, YEVVXIOL, YEVVAIWY, YEV-
vauols, yevvalous, yevvaia (fem.), yevvonos (gen.), yevvoig, yevvaiav, yevvolal, yev-
vaiwy, yevvaials, yevvaias (acc.), yevvaia (neut.), &&ou, &&iw, &&ov, &ol, &&iwv,
&&o1s, &&ious, & (fem.), &Sias (gen.), &&ia, &Sion, &Siwv, &&ious, &fias (ace.), &
(neut.), pnTopos, PN TopwY, PNTOP, PTITOPAS, PNTOPES, TTOAITOU, TTOAITNV, TTOAITA, TTOAL-
Ta1, TOAITals, ToAITas, BadaTTns, BoAaTTy, BohaTTay, BoahaTTal, BadaTTals, BoAaT-
TAg, KXAOV, KOAOL, KOAT, KOAXL, KOAX, KAAOUS, TTOISEUOVTOS, TTAXIOEUOVTES, TTAXIDEUOV-
Twv, ToudeuovTas, Taideuov (neut.), &vdpelou, &vBpelw, dvdpelov, &vdpeiol, &vdpelwy,
dvdpeiots, &vdpelous, dvdpeia (fem.), &vBpeias (gen.), dvdpeig, dvBpeiav, &vdpela,
dvdpeiwv, dvdpeiais, &vdpeias (acc.), &vdpeia (neut.), Saipovos, Saipovi, dSatpova, dai-
pov, dalUoVES, dALPOVWY, dAIUOTT, DAUOVAS.

3. Groups of words (note the basic accents kakos, copds, 8fjhos, ¢, kal):
KaKoV d€, COPOV Kal, dNAOU KAKOL KOl G001, COPOUS BE KAKOUS Kal dNAous, copny de
KOl KXKNV.

Exercise B (paradigm-specific rules)

1. Given the natural accents 686, peovn, kakds, i, péxn (short o), 81Mp, PiAéw, vikn
(long1), xeip, xopa, Tandeubeis, Tandeucduevos, udvTis, put the correct accents on the
following words:

68ou, 68w, 68ov, 6dol, 6dwv, 63015, GBOUS, PWITNS, PWVT), PWVNV, PWVAL, PWVWY,
PWVALS, PWVAS, KAKOU, KAK®, KOAKOV, KOKOL, KXKWY, KAKOLS, KAKOUS, KAKT), KOKNS, KAKT),
KOKa, KAKAlS, KAKAS, KAKa, alyos, alyl, alya, alyes, alywv, aifl, aiyas, paxns, poxnv,
paal, pay wv, poxas, Bnpos, tnpt, fnpa, 8npes, Bnpwv, bnpot, Bnpas, piAeis, prAoupey,
@1houat, PIATTE, prAoiny, giAoln, piAoluey, prholev, pihel (indicative), pidel (imperative),
QINEITW, PIAEITE, PIAOUVTWY, EPIAOUY, EPIAcLs, EQIAEL, EPlAouuey, lAouual, PIAEITAL,
pAwueda, piAnobe, giAoiuny, giAolo, piAoiTo, prAoiusba, @iAoiole, giAou, piAsiobe,
piAetofe, piAsioBwv, éprhouuny, épihou, épiAeiTo, épiAouuela, VKNS, VIKT), VIKNY, VIKAL,
VIKWV, VIKALS, VIKAS, XEIPOS, XEIPL, XEIPQ, XEIPES, XEPWV, XEPOL, XEIPAS, XwPas (gen.),
XWPQ, XWPAV, XWPAL, XWpwy, Xwpals, Xwpas (acc.), Taudsubevtos, ToudeubevTa,
ToudeubevTes, ToudeubevTwv, Taudeubeiol, TandeubevTas, Todeubeioa, Todeubelions,
Todeubelon, Todeubeloay, Taudeubeical, Tadeubeicwy, Todeubeloals, Todeu-
Beioas, Todeubey, TOIdEUCAUEVOU, TTALOEUCTAUEVOV, TTAIOEUCTUEVOL, TTXOEUCTUEY OV
(masc.), TTaudeucapevols, Taidsucauevn, Taudsucaueval, Taidsuoausvwy (fem.),
TAIOEUTAUEVAS, TTASEUOAUEV, POVTEWS, HAVTEL, HAVTLY, UAVTELS, UAVTEWY, UAVTEDTL

2. Work out from the rules the natural accents of the following:
YADTTQ, pouoa, duafa, dofa, GuiMa, Asowa, Tpatrelo, igos (neut., short 1), Terxos
(neut.), &Tos (neut.), eUpos (neut.), ynpas (neut.), kpeas (neut.).
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3. Indicate whether the « in the final syllable of these first-declension words is long or
short:

WP, OKIA, HOIpa, PGPS, TOAU, pula, Paocieia, YaATPLa, veavias, Tapias, EAeubipa,
aioypd, dikaia.

Exercise C (enclitics)

Given the basic accents koAb, 8£vBpov, pikpds, {&ov, Atwv, udyn (short ), vijoos, put
the correct accents on the following phrases:

KOXAOS TIS, KAAOL TIVES, KAAOU TIVOS, KOAWY TV, KOAXIS TIo1, deVdpov Ti, Devdpa TIva,
Bevdpwv TIvwvY, devdpw TV, deVdPOIS TE, UIKPOL TIVES, MIKPOS TE KAl, WIKPX YE 0TI,
MIKPWV TIVWV TOTE, {wou Tivos, {wov T1, {wa TIva, (wwv Tivwv, {wols Te TIol, Acov-
TOS TIVOS, AEOVTWY TIVWV, AEOVTA YE, MOXT) TIS, MOX AL TIVES, PaX WV TIVWY, oY AlS T1oT,
MOXTS YE, HAXNS TLVOS, VOO TIVES, VOWY TIVWV, VOOV TE TTOTE 0TI, TTALSEUOUOL TE,
TQISEUOUEY Y€ TIOTE, ETTXIDEUE TIS TIOTE, ETTAISEUOY TIVA, TTAISEVETE TIVAS Y€ TOTE,
TAIOEVEL TIVAS, TTALOEUW YE, TIAIDEVUOL TIVAS, TIAIOEUCETE TIVD, TTAIDEUCOUEY YE TIVAL.

Exercise D (proclitics)

Put the correct accents on the following phrases:
el Ti5 TToTE TTandevol, ol ye KoAa, i T1 oUK €XEls, O ye aif KaAos Eo0Tl, T) Y€ KOKN 0TI, €K
Te devdpwv.
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Recommended syntax reading: Smyth §1021-9, 1099-1153

The Greek definite article is one of the key structural elements of the language; although
itis very often used to express the same thing as English “the,” it also has several impor-
tant grammatical functions, some of which will not become apparent until the next
chapter.

A) The article is attached to nouns to indicate definiteness. Greek authors normally
use the article for this purpose wherever one would use “the” in English;* where English
would have the indefinite article “a/an,” Greek has no article (or sometimes enclitic

TI1S).

6 {mros T& PipAic obier. The horse is eating the books.

{rros PipAic éobiel. A horse is eating books.

frros Tis T& PipAia Eobier. Some horse is eating the books. / A horse is eating

the books.

Sometimes, however, an article is used with a noun that would not take one in
English.

1) The article is used with plurals that refer to whole classes, though not with ones that
refer to only some members of the class. It is also used when a singular noun stands for
a whole class.?

ol “EAAnves BvnTol. Greeks (i.e. Greeks in general) are mortal.

oi “EAAnves épuyov. The Greeks (i.e. those particular Greeks) fled.
“EMnves TOv xpuoodv Ekhewav.  Greeks (i.e. some Greeks) stole the gold.

6 &vbpwTos BynTos. Man (i.e. humans in general) is mortal.

! The two exceptions are the special words mentioned in As, which take an article in English but not in Greek,
and the English adverbial “the” with comparatives (“all the better”; “the more the merrier”; “so much the
worse”); this “the” is etymologically a different word from the definite article and should never be translated
with a Greek article.

? There is a similar usage in English, e.g. “The dodo is extinct” or “He plays the violin.”
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2) Names of people® or places that the reader is expected to recognize, either from
previous mention in the same text or because they are well known, often take the article,
though often they do not.*

UTrd ToU ZwkpdTous émrandeufn. He was educated by Socrates.

7 ‘EAA&S Ko, Greece is beautiful.

TMoAUrTTTrOS PEY EQuye, MoviTrToS 8¢ 0US Polyippus fled but Monippus did not,
6 y&p ToAUtTos aioxpds éoTiv. for Polyippus is shameful.

3) The article is generally used with abstract nouns in making generalizations.

7 &peTn excellence

1) éAeuBepia freedom

7 elpvn &yodr peace is good

but

gv eipnvn &{&vTo they lived in peace

4) The article is regularly used to indicate unemphatic possession, where English
would have “my,” “your,” “his,” etc. This only works when the possession is inferable
from context; usually this means that the possessor is mentioned in the sentence (or the
preceding sentence) and the noun modified by the article has a meaning that indicates
some type of relationship (kinship, friendship, superiority, subservience, familiarity,

etc.).
¢raideuce TOV &BeA@ov. He educated his brother.
6 BoUNos Epepe TOV BeOTOTNV. The slave was carrying his master.

5) But Greek does not use the article with a few idiosyncratic words that, because they
refer to something unique and well known, are considered to be already definite in

themselves.
v &yopd& in the marketplace
Baoireus the Persian king (as opposed to 6

BaoiAeUs, the king of a Greek state)

Preliminary exercise 1 (on A). Indicate whether or not articles would be
used in Greek with the underlined words, and why.

a. Freedom is precious to everyone.
b.  The traders in the marketplace often have their sons with them.

3 The article can also be used with any person’s name, whether or not it would be recognized, as part of an
identification formula. Such formulae normally put the article after the noun, followed by an identifier such as
a demotic or the genitive of the father’s name: TToA¢uopyos 6 Kep&hou “Polemarchus, son of Cephalus.”

4 There is much debate about the criteria that determine its use and absence.

5 Note that o is accented when it is the last word in a sentence: oU.
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10 ChapterI

Thieves took the gold from the temple.

Thieves are antisocial and should be severely punished.
Thieves are heading for the marketplace right now.
Humility was not an important virtue for the Greeks.

I need to find my sister.

o oo Ao

Themistocles talked directly to the Persian king.

-

Yesterday we saw two brothers feeding the pigeons.
Yesterday we saw our brothers feeding pigeons.
Brothers share a special kind of love.

Three brothers were involved in the robbery.
m. Love is a transfiguring emotion.
n. The Athenians did not appreciate Socrates.

B) Substantivization. The primary function of an article attached to something other
than a noun is to create a noun.

1) Any adjective (or participle: see chapter v) can be turned into a noun by adding an
article, and these substantivized adjectives are usually considered to have an understood

<« . » <« . » . .
noun “man,” “men,” “woman,” “women,” “thing,” or “things,” according to their gender
and number.b If the context makes it clear, however, another noun can be understood.

oi &yafoi eU BoudevovTal The good deliberate well. / Good men deliberate
well. / The good men are deliberating well.

TNV KoKV 0¥ PIAG. I do not like the bad woman.

oUK 88Aw T& adoypd pavBdvew.  1do not wish to learn (the) shameful things.

6 ptv &yafos oinThs fixel, & 8¢ The good poet has come, but not the bad one.
KOKOS oU.

The neuter singular of a substantivized adjective can be used as an abstract noun.

T6 dikaiov justice
2) The articular infinitive is the closest Greek equivalent of the English gerund (verbal
noun in -ing). The infinitive is preceded by a neuter singular article.

TO VIK&V KOAOY. Winning is good. / It is good to win.
TG pevyew oU padnoeofe. You will not learn by fleeing.

6 There is an English parallel for this usage in phrases like “from the sublime to the ridiculous” or “Only the
brave deserve the fair.”
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