
PLEASURE IN ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHY

In this volume Professor Wolfsdorf undertakes the first exploration
of ancient Greek philosophical conceptions of pleasure in relation to
contemporary conceptions. He provides broad coverage of the
ancient material, from pre-Platonic to Old Stoic treatments; and,
in the contemporary period, from World War II to the present.
Examination of the nature of pleasure in ancient philosophy largely
occurred within ethical contexts but in the contemporary period has,
to a greater extent, been pursued within philosophy of mind and
psychology. This divergence reflects the dominant philosophical
preoccupations of the times. But Professor Wolfsdorf argues that
the various treatments are complementary. Indeed, the Greeks’
examinations of pleasure were incisive and their debates vigorous,
and their results have enduring value for contemporary discussion.
The Key Themes in Ancient Philosophy series provides concise

books, written by major scholars and accessible to non-specialists,
on important themes in ancient philosophy that remain of philo-
sophical interest today.

david wolfsdorf is an associate professor of philosophy at
Temple University, Philadelphia, where he specializes in Greek
and Roman philosophy. His previous publications include numer-
ous articles on various ancient philosophical topics as well as Trials of
Reason: Plato and the Crafting of Philosophy (2008).
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Each book in this new series offers a concise and accessible treatment by a single
author of a topic of major philosophical importance in the ancient Greek and
Roman world. The emphasis is on a discussion of those debates of real philo-
sophical interest, placed within their historical context. Future volumes will
consider topics such as virtue, knowledge, psychology, cosmology, society, love
and friendship, cause and explanation, and persuasion and argument. The books
are designed for use in a teaching context, where they will bridge a gap between
general introductions to individual philosophers or periods and specialist mono-
graphs. They will also appeal to anyone interested in the enduring influence and
significance of ancient philosophy.
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But meanwhile – is it not clear that there are several concepts
that need investigating simply as a part of the philosophy of
psychology and – as I should recommend – banishing ethics totally
from our minds? Namely – to begin with: “action,” “intention,”
“pleasure,” “wanting.” More will probably turn up if we start
with these. Eventually it might be possible to advance to con-
sidering the concept of a virtue; with which, I suppose, we should
be beginning some sort of a study of ethics.

G. E. M. Anscombe, “Modern Moral Philosophy”

Muse, tell me the deeds of golden Aphrodite,
the Cyprian, who stirs up sweet passion in the gods
and subdues the tribes of mortal men, the birds
that fly in the air, and all the many creatures
that the dry land and sea rear.

Homeric Hymn to Aphrodite 5.1–5
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