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The trial of Cultural Revolution leaders, including Mao’s widow and
her Gang of Four, was the signal event in China’s post-Mao transition.
In its wake, Chinese socialism emerged from the rubble of the Cultural
Revolution to create the China that we know today. This spectacular
show trial was a curious example of transitional justice, marking a break
from the trauma of the past, a shift to the present era of reform, and a
blueprint for building the future. In this groundbreaking account of the
most famous trial in Chinese history, Alex Cook shows how the event
laid the cornerstone for a new model of socialist justice. At the same
time, a juxtaposition of official political and legal sources against works
of popular literature reveals the conflicted cultural dimensions of this
justice. The result, Cook argues, saved socialism as China’s ruling ideol-
ogy, but at the cost of its revolutionary soul.

Alexander C. Cook is Assistant Professor of Modern Chinese History
at the University of California, Berkeley.
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Glossary of Key Terms

a Mg

bao i

biran IR

cai *

cai %

chai 5t
chenmo JUER

da cai xiao yong KA/
dangshi Tl
dezhi ZET]
diandao HUf3]
dinglii SE

fa %

fabao HE

falii R

fan an ES
fandang S
Jawang huihui 5K
fazhi el
fazhi EiR
fensui g

gan xiao T
ganxing renshi SR
gongshen dahui NEHRE
guanxi KA
guilii P

guo chi Hi
heshang da san FHTHFT <
Jlanggao ]
Jiebo K

ah (vocative)

requital

necessity

talent, endowment

talent, material

jackal

silence

great talents put to petty use
party history

the rule of virtue

inversion

the laws of nature

law; standard; method; dharma
magic weapon; dharmaratna
law; the statutory laws
reversal of verdicts

antiparty

law’s net is vast

legal system; legality

the rule of law

to smash

cadre school

perceptual knowledge
public trial rally
relationships

the laws of history

national humiliation

a monk with an umbrella
script

apocalypse; kalpa
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Xiv Glossary of Key Terms
il AL
Jishi wenxue R
laogai 55 2
liang an LES
liang ge fanshi A e
lixing renshi PPN
lizhi iLig

lii H

prdou =}
ping minfen TR AT
qing suan EH

qgisu R

ren A
renbenzhuyt ANAE X
rencai ANA
rendaozhuyi N X
renge NS
renmin AR
renqing N
renxing PN
renzhi NG
shenpan A
shenpan guan HAHE
shi SK

shijian S
shiging HIE
shishi Hsr
shishi qiu shi SEHR 2
shuang da T

si ren bang PNt
suan zhang K
suku ViS5
susong VNN
suyuan VR
tiancai A
waishi AhE

wu fa wu tian TeiET R

organizational discipline; party
discipline

documentary literature
reform through labor; prison
camp

two cases

two whatevers

rational knowledge

the rule of ritual

statute; restraint; codification
criticism and struggle

to settle the people’s righteous
indignation

to make a clear accounting
to indict

human

humanism

human resources

humanism

personal character

the people

human emotions; human
circumstances

human nature

the rule of man

trial

judge

substantial; actual; real
practice

circumstances; events

facts

seek truth from facts

double strike

Gang of Four

to settle accounts

to speak bitterness

to make a legal complaint

to seek redress for injustice
genius

unofficial history

without law, human or divine
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wuUqIng yRic)
xiucai A

xu R

xuwel REh

yao 48

i fa ban shi (RPN
Vi fa zhi guo (RPSTE)
Vi fa zhi guo LLVEiR
yifen A

yi ren wel ben DYNISEN
i yuan bao yuan PAZBHR A
vi zhi bao yuan PLE AR
yongcai JEA

zao fan you li 1t A B
zhengning e
zhengshi B
zhengyi 1E X
zhua jin P

zilii EREx
210 piping H AL VE
zongpai TR

without emotion; merciless
elegant talent

empty

hypocrisy; artifice; phoniness
monster

XV

to handle matters according to the

law

to govern according to the law
to rule by law

righteous indignation; nemesis
to take people as the basis
repay injury with injury

repay injury with justice
mediocre talent

to rebel is justified

beastly; hideous

official history

justice; authorized interpretation
firmly grasp

self-discipline; self-regulation
self-criticism

faction
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