
SCIENCE AND RELIGION

The idea of an inevitable conflict between science and religion was
decisively challenged by John Hedley Brooke in his classic Science
and religion: Some historical perspectives (Cambridge, 1991). Almost
two decades on, Science and religion: New historical perspectives
revisits this argument and asks how historians can now impose order
on the complex and contingent histories of religious engagements
with science.
Bringing together leading scholars, this new volume explores

the history and changing meanings of the categories ‘science’ and
‘religion’; the role of publishing and education in forging and spreading
ideas; the connection between knowledge, power, and intellectual
imperialism; and the reasons for the confrontation between evolution
and creationism among American Christians and in the Islamic
world. A major contribution to the historiography of science and
religion, this book makes the most recent scholarship on this much
misunderstood debate widely accessible.
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Dedicated with admiration and affection
to Professor John Hedley Brooke
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Preface

In July 2007 a conference was held at the University of Lancaster to mark
the retirement of John Hedley Brooke. The original idea for the conference
came from Stephen Pumfrey, who had started his career under John’s
mentorship at Lancaster. Thomas Dixon, who was at that time also at
Lancaster, took the lead in organizing the event. Both the Lancaster
organizers were extremely grateful for the advice and support of Geoffrey
Cantor, who assisted with the planning of the original conference.
The 2007 conference was attended by many of John Brooke’s friends,

colleagues, and students who were keen to acknowledge his substantial
contributions to the historical study of science and religion, and particularly
the influence he has had on a whole generation of scholars and students
through his book Science and religion: Some historical perspectives, published
in 1991, and his other publications, as well as through personal contact and
encouragement. John taught in the History Department at the University
of Lancaster from 1969 to 1999 and then moved to the Andreas Idreos
Chair in Science and Religion at the University of Oxford until his
retirement in 2006.
Over a hundred and fifty people attended the Lancaster conference.

Dozens of excellent papers were given on that occasion, which could
together have provided material for several edited books offering a range
of historical and contemporary perspectives. The editors of this volume
selected thirteen of those contributions to illustrate both the impact of
John Brooke’s work on the field and also major recent trends in the
historiography of science and religion. The chapters collected in this
volume together show how new understandings of the past continue to
enrich our appreciation of how science and religion can affect one another.
Most importantly, the editors intend this volume to be a companion to
Science and religion: Some historical perspectives and, following Brooke’s
lead, to open up new and fruitful ways of understanding science–religion
interrelations through the close study of history.
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