
KNOTS AND BORROMEAN RINGS, REP-TILES, AND
EIGHT QUEENS

Martin Gardner’s Unexpected Hanging

For 25 years, Martin Gardner (1914–
2010) wrote “Mathematical Games
and Recreations,” a monthly column
for Scientific American magazine.
These columns have inspired hun-
dreds of thousands of readers to delve
more deeply into the large world of
mathematics. He also made significant
contributions to magic, philosophy,
debunking pseudoscience, and chil-
dren’s literature. He produced more
than 60 books, including many best-
sellers, most of which are still in print,
and wrote a regular column for the
Skeptical Inquirer magazine from 1983 to 2002. His Annotated Alice has
sold more than a million copies. (The photograph is of the author at the
time of the first edition.)
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THE NEW MARTIN GARDNER MATHEMATICAL LIBRARY

From 1957 through 1986 Martin Gardner wrote the “Mathematical
Games and Recreations” columns for Scientific American that are the
basis for these books. Scientific American editor Dennis Flanagan noted
that this column contributed substantially to the success of the maga-
zine. The exchanges between Martin Gardner and his readers gave life
to these columns and books. These exchanges have continued, and the
impact of the columns and books has grown. These new editions give
Martin Gardner the chance to bring readers up to date on newer twists
on old puzzles and games, on new explanations and proofs, and on links
to recent developments and discoveries. Illustrations have been added
and existing ones improved, and the bibliographies have been greatly
expanded throughout.

1. Hexaflexagons, Probability Paradoxes, and the Tower of Hanoi:
Martin Gardner’s First Book of Mathematical Puzzles and Games

2. Origami, Eleusis, and the Soma Cube: Martin Gardner’s
Mathematical Diversions

3. Sphere Packing, Lewis Carroll, and Reversi: Martin Gardner’s New
Mathematical Diversions

4. Knots and Borromean Rings, Rep-Tiles, and Eight Queens: Martin
Gardner’s Unexpected Hanging

5. Klein Bottles, Op-Art, and Sliding-Block Puzzles: More of Martin
Gardner’s Mathematical Games

6. Sprouts, Hypercubes, and Superellipses: Martin Gardner’s
Mathematical Carnival

7. Nothing and Everything, Polyominoes and Game Theory: Martin
Gardner’s Mathematical Magic Show

8. Random Walks, Hyperspheres, and Palindromes: Martin Gardner’s
Mathematical Circus

9. Words, Numbers, and Combinatorics: Martin Gardner on the Trail
of Dr. Matrix

10. Wheels, Life, and Knotted Molecules: Martin Gardner’s
Mathematical Musements

11. Knotted Doughnuts, Napier’s Bones, and Gray Codes: Martin
Gardner’s Mathematical Entertainments

12. Tangrams, Tilings, and Time Travel: Martin Gardner’s
Mathematical Bewilderments
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13. Penrose Tiles, Trapdoor Ciphers, and The Oulipo: Martin Gardner’s
Mathematical Tour

14. Fractal Music, Hypercards, and Chaitin’s Omega: Martin Gardner’s
Mathematical Recreations

15. The Last Recreations: Hydras, Eggs, and Other Mathematical
Mystifications: Martin Gardner’s Last Mathematical Recreations
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32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013-2473, USA

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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For My Niece
Dorothy Elise Weaver
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